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It is certainly matter of great fatisfadiion to me,

and muft be fo to every man who wiihes well to his

country, that after running through a fei ies of fuch events,

fectins; out at firft with the fight of fo great a naval power

as the French King had aflembled, while we ftruggled un-

der many difficulties ; and when we got out of that

troublefome war, found ourfelves loaded with a debt too

heavy to be (haken off in a fhort interval of peace :

it muft, I fay, be a great fatisfadlion to be able, at the

clofe of this volume, to afTert, that we had overcome

all thefe difficulties ; and, inflead of feeing the navy of

France riding on our coafls, fent every year a powerful

fleet to infult theirs, fuperior to them, not only in the

ocean, but in the Mediterranean, forcing them, as it

were, entirely out of the fea ; and this, not by the thun«

der of our cannon, but by the diftant prcfped of our

flag ; as at the raifing the fiege of Barcelona, when the

Ton of the French king, the famous count de Thouloufty

high admiral of France, fled from Sir 'John Leake, and took

Ihelter in the harbour of Toulon.

By this, we not only fecured our trade in the Levant,

and ftrengthened our inteieft with all the Italian princes,

but ftn^k the ftates of Barha>y with terror, and even

awed the grand fignior himfelf, fo far as to prevent

his liflning to any propofitions from France. Such were

the fruits of the increafe of our naval power, and of

the manner in which i'. was employed ; and, though fome

through mifconceptic/n of the advantages flowing from

this di/^fition in thofe princes and flates ; and fome

again, from 1 perverfe humour, perhaps of obje<^ing

againil whatever carried us into a great expence, in-

teighed againft fending fuch mighty fleets into thofe feas ;

yet nothing can be plainer, than that while we continued

this War, fuch fleets were necefliary ; that they at once

prote£ied our allies, ^nd attached them to our interelf i
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