
P R E F A C E.

*T^HE affairs of America have lately en*

gaged agreat deal of the public attention.

Before the prefent war, there were but a very

few who made tht, hijlory of that quarter of

the world any part of theirJludy ; though the

matter is certainly very curious itfelf, and ex-

tremely interejling to us as a trading people,

The hijlory ofa country which, though vaft

in extent, is theproperty only offour nations ;

and which, though peopledprobablyfor afe-

ries of ages, is only known to tbe.reji of the

worldfor abqut two centuries, does notnatur*

ally afford matter for many volumes, Tet it

is certain, that, to acquire aproper knowledge

of the hijlory of the events in America, an

idea ofitsprefentJlate, and a competentjudg-

ment of its trade, a great deal of reading has

been found requifite. And I may add, that
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