
THE FINAL CATASTROPHE. 309

bers of the party but to try to secure some game, the 
only incidents occurring to interrupt the monotony 
being the c^aths of the Esquimaux Frederick Chris
tiansen, and Sergeant Lynn. The former had been 
complaining for a week or more, but nobody thought 
him in danger, and he died unexpectedly. Lock
wood’s tribute to him was to this effect : “ He was a 
good man, and I felt a great affect ion for him. Ho 
constantly worked hard in my service, and never 
spared himself on our sledge-trips. His death makes 
me feel very sorrowful.” He was buried by the side 
of Cross, near the lake. The death of Lynn was also 
unexpected. He fully appreciated his condition, and 
gave some directions regarding his last wishes. He 
was much liked, and highly spoken of by all. After 
the burial service had been read at the house by Lieu-' 
tenant Greely, his remains were also placed by the 
lake-side with those of Cross and the Esquimaux. - 

The drama was about to close, the curtain already 
falling upon the band of heroes :

“And their hearts, though stout and brave,
Still, like muffled drums were beating 
Funeral marches to the grave.’]
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The phantom of Starvation, which had long been 
following them over the ice and snow, and dallying 
with their hopes and fears as they lay in their com
fortless camps, had now become a terrible reality, 
determined to assert all his powers. Three of his 
victims were already under the snow, and were soon 
followed by several others, including the one who had


