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Bay Company in the settlement of the land 
question between the Imperial Government 
and the Company. For many months he 
bore thy assaults of his enemies with the 
calmness that is the offspring of integrity, 
knowing well that when permission should 
lie obtained to publish the official de­
spatches on- thp subject he woidd he fully 
vindicated. Permission was finally obtained, 
and the appearance of the blue-book so com­
pletely vindicated his course that everyone 
became convinced that Governor Douglas 
had really lieen the truest friend of the Prov­
ince, and had actually fought its battles at 
the very time he was charged with conspi­
ring to defraud it of its rights. The Gov­
ernor's commission for Vancouver’s Islam! 
expired in September, 1863, but he was not 
relieved till March, 1864. When he laid 
down the rein» of Government the people 
vied with each other in doing him honour. 
He was entertained at a public banquet in 
which representative men of all claases took 
part, and a beautiful casket of Colonial 
woods, inlaid with gold, was presented to His

Excellency on behalf of the [ample of the 
Colony. In the fall of the same year the 
Governor’s commission for British Columbia 
expired, and he was suceeded by Governor 
Seymour, who afterwards became Governor 
when the Colonies of British Columbia and 
Vancouver’s Island were made one. After 
having been relieved of his official duties 
Sir James Douglas made the tour of Europe. 
Upon his return to. the land he loved so 
well he withdrew entirely from public life, 
enjoying in the bosom of his family the re­
pose he had so well earned, and joining 
with Lady Douglas, to whom at the time of 
his death he hail been married fifty years, 
in dispensing charity with a generous hand.

A few weeks before his death it became 
known to bis familylthat his health was 
seriously impaired, but it was not suspected 
tnat his ehd was so near as subsequent 
events proved to be the case. He died at 
his home in Victoria on the 2nd of August, 
1877. Had he lived eleven days longer he 
would have completed his seventy-fourth 
year.


