
not MulKiiitii tlirmteiH'd in tliiit ovtnil to put ii

coiiiitei vailing' <hity on tin* cdiil l>i(>ii;;lit by
hiM' niiiiint'itctni'ciH troni Klu-iiiHli I'lussiu.

ISnt Kii^'laiid iIdoh not nvcii uniinlilc— far Ichh

thnatcti—ami tlir li^w (ii'it ports Htill irniain-

ihK open to Iiit art; mostly in her own possrs-

BJons, aiKJ even thcrt! tlii! tort'i.Lrtii'r, who pro-

tfctK his own inarkf^ts. is most unjustly

placed on an even looting with her. The
more expiesHion of a wish to hiivt;

HTich matters otherwise airanni'd would
doubtlt-ss have prompt att(;ntion in

her colonies, Imt free trade KnKland
Ik too proud to ask any favors. If our ") i)er

cent, duty were levied on non-Hritish goodH

not to protect British trade, hut to trive it

the preference and to raise a revenue tor Im-

perial defence, loreign nations would have

to pay a little for access to Ihitish markets,

although far Ichs than they charge for admis-

sion to tlu'irown. The slight discrimination

would turn tiie s<ale in favor of llngiish

trade and an improvement in it woidd at once

be apparent.

We have seen 'hat nine-tentliH of the ( ost

of the naval defenctj of the British

l',m|)lrt! wt)idd, under our sclunie, still full

npon tireat Britain and Ireland. Of the re-

maining tenth, about one-third would have to

becuntiibuted by the Dcmiinion of Canada.

Five per cent, upon her foreign imimrts

would amount toabout jLGOO, ()()() or §:{,()()(),

-

UOO annually. When we consider that our

neighbors to the south have much higher

duties, we cannot

per cent. additional

the L'nited States

nent of Europe would
much inconvenience. PosKibly on Home ar-

tides, however, the ordinn.y rate of duty of

the Dominion taritf would have to be modi-

lied. Importations from Emrland would lie

unalVected anil very likely increase in amount.

Many descriptions of hardware, glass and

pigments would be bought in England in-

stead of Germany, and raw sugars would

come from British West IndieH rather than

Cuba.
On the other hand Canadian timber would

have the advantage in the markets of Eng-

land over that from Norway or Russia, and

perhaps manufactured lumber now supplied

by the United States and Norway could be

furnished from Canada. The trade in grain,

Hour, farm produce, cattle, tish and pe-

troleum with Great Britain would be stimu-

lated, and very possibly it might be found

that certain mineral products, now supplied

suppose that 5

on goods from

and the conti-

be productive of

by other countries, woidd be shipped Irom
Canada to England.

India would ((mtributit tibout L I(mi,(i(mi,

and .1
I
)'r cent, on hi^ fureign imports, which

are now mostly free would hardly be felt,

lien; too English miinufa< tiires would be

beiietited as (diupared with those Irom otiier

parts of l'iuid|ie, from China or the l'nited

Stales. With regard to Indian exports the

growth of cotton, rice, wheat .lud lea would
b(> stimulated, and possihlv many varieties nl

limber he sent to I'ingland \vhl< h lUi' now ob-

tained from Central and South America
As regards the West Indies, it is possilile

that our discriminating duty of f) per cent, in

favor of Briti^h |ii(idu(ls wtuld favor-

ably atlecl tlu^ sugar jtlantations in .lamaica,

Baibadnes, Trini<lad and Deiiierara, and sure-

ly this advantage would not be miidgeit by

any one t(» an interest which has sutfered so

strverely from unfair competition on the purl

of foreign countries. Manv of us indeed, be-

lieve thiti dniies sho-.ild be levied on foreign

sugars, eipiivalent to the atnouiit ot bounty
of which they have the beiietit, and our "i

per cent. duty would lend slightly

in this direction. It would also lavor

tl.e trade in colfee, cocoa, mahogany ami dye
woods with British Honduras, Biilish

Guiana and the West India islands rather

than with Guittemala, Mexico, Ecuador, Bra-

zil, \'enezuela and Mayti. Kruit, drugs and
India rubber from the British tropics would
also have the advantage.

We cannot imagine that Australia would
make any olijection to paying her share of

the cost of naval defence, seeing that New
South Wales was the tirst British colony to

seiul, at its own cost and completely eiiuip-

ped, a contingent of troops to aid the Impe-
rial forces, and that Victoria has been the

only colony wliich ollered naval assistance to

the Admiralty under the Colonial Naval De-
fence act. If any inducement were required

it might be found in the consideration that

her wool and copper, together with the Hax,

gums and peculiar timbers of New Zealand,
would be favored in British and Indian ports.

In what particular manner British Africa

and other distant islands and possessions

would be affected by our pioposal it is impos-
sible for us, with our limited knowledge, to

say. But there is every reason for supposing
that its inlluence would be very beneficial

generally. As to foreign countries, they liave

thrown into the faces of British political

economists their advice as to free trade prin-

ciples, and cannot complain of oar following

'


