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scene staiKls vividly before vis. Here m.vv vet be seen in ihe

di^milorv ol these waifs and stravs from liie mother laml coniino

to our far stretching'- country, above the wiile staircase tlio ^'M-

\er\ for spectators but ot course many chanj^'es have been maile

since 1870 when it was bon^'lit for tiiis phihnilhropic oltject.

Our present C\nirtlunise was built in 1847 and the huiklinjr

of 1817 was only used as a jail till St. Catharines becinie ijie

County Town in 1862 and a jail was built there in i8()4. Il^e

cruel and harsh treatment ot Robert Gourlay and the imprison-

ment of a Niaj^ara eilitor for publishini,'- i'tne oi his letters, tlie

imprisonment accompanieil with a lieavy tine and standing,' in the

pillory seems to us in these days a perversion of justice not easily

imderstood. Hut these were also the days when han«,Mn«,' was

punishment for thett as shewn by a notice in the news^Mper of

1826. ''David Sprinj^^field convicted ot sheep stealinj^^, sentenced

fo be hanj^ed ; Hen (ireen stole 10s. sentenced to imprisonment

and 30 lashes; Oct. aiJth, 1826 y^reat disappointment, i,neai num-

bers, many from the United States came into town to see three

men hun^- but His Excellency had suspended the sentence. \

wag-^n load of cakes and {^'inj^^erbread had to be sold .it reducoil

rates. "The minj^linj^-of the horrible and the j.^rotesqiie, th.c desire of

the crowds to see the j^-ruesome sij^Mit and appeasing- lb '1 luin},a'r

with cakes and j^'inj.jerbread, is a sad picture > os. In Sept.

1826 Wm. Corbin and .A. Ciraves se"' •>(>' ed each for

stealiiif^ a horse. In 1837 occurred tlu ..ok., >la' v scue which

reads to us like a romance too stranj^ 10 be ti ,ie. .\ sla\e Moseby

wlio had escaped from Kentuiky was follou I by human blood-

hounds and claimed as ^''uilty of stealini; his master's horse 'o

e -cape. While awaiting' the decision ot the court he was co' i-

e I in the Niaj^ara jail and when finally an order was j^'iven f is

return to slavery, a j^atherintf ot several hundred blacks wai od

llie jail day and ni^ht for two weeks to prevent his beinj; ^ en

up. Finally the slave escaped Kut two of the leaders were shot,

toe military bein^ called out, the Riot Act read etc. The people of

the town {generally sympathized with the slave and those who

made such efforts to save him from leturn to bondaj.je.

Here too we read of men bein^ imprisoned for debt, a letter


