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villo it is diffiouU to say. Of hi.j early days little is known beyond

his receivintf a liberal education, and snch as qnaliiiod bim for

future usefulness.

His father dyin.i? in 1730, and leavinij I1..1 by li's will some

eeven hundred and sixty aeres of land near the Ividiwry 1 -ver, on

the site of the present city of Elizabeth, led him to nia^o New
Jersey his home. He married Mary, daughter of John Walter,

of New York, a man of considerable influence and fjreat wealth,

who lived at this period in Hanover scpiare in the same city. It

appears he had but one child, a daUi^hter named Catharine; to

whom, as his will reads, he bequeaths all the residue of his estate,

and her heirs and assigns for ever.

Ibit rather than occupy ourselves with the biojifraphy of Colonel

Schuyler, since he was quite a prominent tiijfure in the struggle in

which the colonists were now engaged, let me, though nece^ irily

very imperfectly, review the condition of the country at this U
and as we unfold it, mark the man.

From the hour in which the French had obtained a foot hold on

American soil, and had become? :icquainted with its general

character, they coveted to make it a dependency of the French

crown. For the accomplishment of this purpose, every known

expedient was resorted to from actual jjurchase, to forcible

expulsion. To add efticiency to their desigti, a chain of Forts was

begun to extend from Canada to the mouth of the INIississippi;

while later they w( re planted westward as far as the ]>resent city

of Detroit; thus literally to hem in the colonists, and when the

j)roper hour arrived to take possession of the country. The
formal declaration of war, by the powers in Europe in 1744, added

to the growing hatred of the contending parties; and laid open

our frontier State wider to all the horrors with which they had

become already too familiar. Indeed, the atrocities of the French

rapidly assumed such proportions, that i-he province became most

clearly impressed with the conviction that their only permanent

safety lay in the conquest of Canada, and in making it a tribute

to the English realm. With this in view, Governor Shirley, of

Massachusetts, proposed at once the capturing of Louisburg, and

particularly it, since all conceded this settlement to be the key to

the French occupation. At the same time aid was dispatched to

Oswego, the many frontier Forts were strengthened, and measures

entered upon to engage the Iroquois in the war now upon the

nation. While the colonists were thus paying their attention to

the invaders at Cape Breton, all the country, especially that


