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THE SENATE.

Ottawa, Thursday, 30th April, 1891.
THE SPEAKER took the Chair at 2:30

p. m.
Prayers.
THE SPEAKER presented to the House

a communication from the Guvernor Gen-
cral's secretary announcing that His
Excellency would open the Session at
three o'clock.

The House was adjourned during plea-
sure.

After some-time the House was resumed.

THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

At Three o'clock p. m., HRIs EXCELLENCY
THE GoVERNOR GENERAL proceeded in state
to the Senate Chamber and took His Seat
upon the Throne. The Senators being
assembled, His Excellency was pleased to
command the attendance of the House of
Commons. The members of that body,
preceded by their Speaker, appeared ut
the Bar. The Hon. PETER WHITE then
informed His Excellency that the choice
of the House of Commons had fallen upon
him to be their Speaker; and he prayed
for the Members thereof the customary
Parliamentary privileges.

After which Ris EXCELLENCY was
pleased to open the FIRST SEssIoN of the
SEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION OF
CANADA, with the following Speech:
Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate:

Gentlemen of the House of Commnons:

I am glad to welcome you to the duties of the first
session of a new Parliament, which I hope will be
memorable for wise deliberations, and for measures
adapted to the progress and development of the Do-
mimion.

The season in which you are assembled has opened
auspiciously for the industries of our people. Let us
hope that their labours may be crowned with fruitful
returns from land and sea, and that the great resources
of Canada may continue to reward the toil and enter-
prise of its inhabitants.

My advisers, availing themselves of opportunities
which were presented mn the closing months of last
year, caused the Administration of the United States
to be reminded of the willingness of the (overnmnent
of Canada to join in making efforts for the extension
and development of the trade between the Republic
and the Dominion, as well as for the friendly adjust-
ment of those matters of an international character
which remain unsettled. I am pleased to say that
these representations have resulted in an assurance
that, in October next, the Government of the United
States will be prepared to enter on a Conference to
consider the best means of arriving at a practical solu-
tion of these important questions. The papers relating
to this subject will be laid before you.

Under these circumstances, and in the hope that
the proposed Conference nay result in arrangements
beneficial to both countries, you will be called upon
to consider the expediency of extending, for the
present season, the principal provisions of the pro-
tocol annexed to the Washington Treaty, 1888, known
as the " Modus Vivendi."

A disposition having been manifested in the United
Kingdom to impose on sea-going ships engaged in the
cattle trade increased safeguards for life and greater
restrictions against improper treatment, a careful en-
quiry has been made as to the incidents of that trade
in so far as this country is concerned. The evidence
elicited on this enqun-y will be laid before you.
While I am glad to learn that our shipping is free
from reproach in that regard, your attention will be
invited to a measure whic h will remove all reasonable
apprehensions of abuses arising in the future in con-
nection with so important a branch of our commei (e.

The early eoining into force of the Imperial Statute
relating to the Vice-Adniralty Courts of the Empire
has made it necessary to revise the laws in force in
Canada respecting our courts of maritime urisdiction,
and a ineasure will therefore be laid before you
designed to reorganize those tribunals.

A Code of the Criminal Law has been prepared in
order that this branch of our jurisprudence may be
simnplified and improved, to which your best attention
is invited.

Measures relating to the Foreshores of the Dominion
and to the obstruction of its navigable waters, will be
submitted to you, and you will also be asked to con-
sider amendements to the Acts relating to the North-
West Territories, to the Exchequer Court Act, and to
the Acts relating to Trade Marks.
Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

The Accounts for the past year will be submitted to
you. The Revenue, after providing for the services
to which you appropriated it, has left a surplus for
the works which you designed to be carried on by
Capital expenditure.

The Estimates for the coming year will be laid e-
fore you at an early date.
Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate:

Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
I pray that in the consideration of these matters,

and in the performance of all the labours which will
devolve on you, your deliberations may be Divinely
aided, and that your wisdom and patriotism may
enlarge the prosperity of the Dominion, and promote
in every way the wel-being of its people.

BILL INTRODUCED
Bill (A) " An Act relating to Railways."

(Mr». Abbott.)
The Senate adjourned at 4 p.m.

THE SENATE.

Ottawa, Friday, May lst, 1891.
THE SPEAKER took the Chair at 3

o'clock.
Prayers and routine proceedings.

THE ADDRESS.
MOTION.

HON. MR. TASSÉ moved
That the following Address he presented toHis

Excellency the Governor General, to offer the respect-
ful thanks of this House to His Excellency for the


