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di-.missed from the staff of the Vancouver
harbour commission during the period from
August 7, 1930, to October 23, 1935.

Now, ten years bience, unless we doal witb
this matter in the propcr way and put it
under the civil service commission, we shall
have similar questions to this on the order
paper, and for similar reasons. The minister
aslced the hion. member who is acting leader
of the opposition to-day (Sir George Perley)
if hoe would make appeintrncnts through the
civil service commission or a sîrnîlar organiza-
tien if hoe were dcaling with his own business.
But governrnent business is nlot tl)e sarne as
private business, as bas been well pointed
out. 1 suggest to the minister that if lie
wants to get the credit which is undoubtedly
corning to him for introducing this legisiation,
lie go the whele distance and have the appoint-
ments under the civil service commission, so
that we may get away from the evils of
patronage in this matter.

Mr. ST-PERE: Ail the appointrnents?

Mr. MacINNIS: Somctbing cau be done.
There may ho minor appointrnents that would
not corne under the civil service commission,
but I arn convinced that most appointrnents
could bc made by the comnmission ju-st as wel
as by tlîe board whielh is going to ho appointed.

Mr. ST-PERE: Dees the bion. member
Bay that the civil service commission is
competent to, appoint the manag-er of a car
repair plant in Montreal? What competency
bave they to appoint a master mechanie?
The hion. member talks aboutt patronage; in
1930 rny opponient ivas the leader of a cern-
mittee whicb looked after the dismissal of
Liberals. These arc facts. My lion. friend
from Vancouiver Eas.~t (Mr. MacInnis) is a
motorman. lie wats appointed there because
the nmanager knew wLat lic ceuld (le. Would
hie tell me that siecialisis administering a
liarbour boeard are iîet more coiupetent to
employ men helongiiig te speciaî trades tlîan
is the civil service coimisioiî? The lien.
Menhier from Iii, place in the lieusc tries te
convince the peolle cf Canada tlîat the civil
,«ervice comm:--sion shlonIld liave tlic first word
in appeinting plumbers, mcchaînics, and nmen
ail helunging te worlkiîg classes. I say tlîat
this is iimpractîcable; it is îîonsenýze. The civil
service commission is net omniscient.

Sir GEORGE PERLEY: It scems te mc
that the hion. member for Hochielaga (Mr.
St-Père) is strengthiening the argument we are
trying te make regardinig this rnatter. I say
again, I arn net trying te assess the larne.
My bion. friend froni Hochelaga blames the
Comservatives fer doing certain tliin.gs when
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tbev came into office; I could reply and blame
the Lîherals, but is a tu quoque argument of
any use in a matter of t-his kind? This bas
been an evil and trouble ail througlî the years.
I teld my bion. friend, the minister, before
that persenally I arn very glad ho bas brought
in this legislation; I think something was
required te impreve the administration of
the ports, but I submait that bie shelùd give
further ýconsidoration te tthis point. This gev-
ernment is net going te be in power forever;
some day there will ho another government.
la hie going te perpotuate the idea of having
the employees of this board change ixhen
there is a change of gevernment? I would
take exactly the samne stand if the argument
were the ether way; I do net believe in the
principle. If yeu are geing te bave a good
administration of the harheurs you have te
huild up a cempetent staff, some of whýom,
at any rate, will have a certain deg-ree of
perrnanýency. Perhaps it cannet ho managed
te have ail the staff of the harbour board
appointed by the civil service commission;
seýmetirnes I think there are some positions
being fllled by the commission te-day that
would ho botter net d*ealt with by the cern-
missien. I have knewn cases like that. I
referred a little while age te, the canal in the
constituency ef Argenteuil; I think seime other
autberity rîg.ht ho more cempetent te, appoint
loýck nien thian the civ il service commission. We
teok tlîe small post offices away from the civil
service commission some years age, very
wîsely I thîink. The memnber of parliarnent
is botter able te suggesc the naine of a post-
master for a smiall post office ini lis con-
stituency than any one cisc. I arn net sng-
gcsting that everyone employed hy the bar-
heur board shîould ho appointed hy tuie civil
service commîission, but I say te the minister,
who is evidently endeavourieg te improx e the
administration of these harbours, tliat soe
way ought te be found te give permnanency
te at any rate a large part of the employees
of the board, se that. whien there is a change
ef gox ernînont, tbey will stay in their positions.
I speak my pcrsona1 views entirely; 1 arn
net in faveur of giving the commission
authority over evcryone appointed, but I amn
sure that on the whele the civil service com-
mission have improved the service and made
civil servants feel that thîey are more per-
manent, and se have drawn te, the snrire a
botter class of mon and wornen, wbo are will-
îng te make it their permanent calling in life.
Suroly seine way cia ho foiînd te givo te
at lc;ast the greater part of the employecs of
this houard that sense of perm:anency, se thuat


