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Mr. BALLANTYNE. I stated that the
torpedo boat destroyers were constructed in
1916. 1 ai-so said that the cruiser was a
modemn one, and 1 gave her speed. and
armeament, but I said dQhat the question of
just what type of cruisee we were going to
get had flot -been .setitied, yet.

-MT. DUEF: I have to apologise te the
minister if I do noît remember his remarks
correotly. But Al does not make very much
ýdifference to my argument. It is a weii
known f act in the naval service that a
«cruiser becomes obsolete when she, is five
years of age and whether Vhs cruiser is
one year or five yeamrs oid, it only means
waiting two or three years until she
becomes obsolete. For the purpose for
which the Governent wiIl use thie
cruiser, the Niobe will be just as good, do
just as effective service, and in fact better
service, than this cruiser that hie is going
Vo ex"cpt from 'the British Government. The
Niobe wiil do -sinijiar work at fer lesu ex-
pense. You wiii notice that thié new cruiser
is going to huTn 1,345 -tons of coal and use
260 tons of oil. Let us see the clase that.
the Niobe is in. The minister in his state-
ment gave quite a glowi.ng description of the
wo rk which the Niobe did during the war.
The minister's statement i8 quite correct;
the Niobe bas a record of whî-cl we ail ought
Io lie proud, ehort thugh flint service was.
Her work off New York harbour when she
watched týe steamers coming eut of that port
anid put boardizng officers on themn to, seareh
t'hem retiected greait credit on -the Niobe.
There is only eue ship in the British navy
that put more boarding officers ou vesseis
for the purpose of examiuing Vhem than the
old Niobe. Until hier boilers went bad, this
ship was used for patrol work. Instead of
laying lier up as a depot boat the Govern-
ment 6hould have flxed the tubes in lier
boliers aud allowed lier Vo remain in com-
mission during the war. I contend that
Vhs new cruiser whuich the minister ýis going
to aocûpt fSom GTreat Britain wili only be a
plaything for some gentleman in lis de-
partuient and sorue officers and men in this
country who wiil lie taiken fromn productive
industries. Instead of ailowing thean te
remain in the :flekis, the fishiug boats, the
mines or the ],umber camps, these men will
lie taken from productive industreies and
put an board this cruiser. All this cruiser
can do,, and ail we can expect her to do,
for the next few years is te milJ up and
dowu the Atlantic coast, or go througli the
Panama canal and tsail up and down the
Pacifie cvast. Theme is nothing else for lier
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to do and yet we are asked to spend a large
a-mounit of money te provide a pleasure
yacht for a number of people in 'this coun-
try.

I -do not intend te Iaik about the terpedo
boat destroyers, but 1 want te say in regard
te the subm4ýriues that every man, woman
and child, not oniy in this, countmy but ini
every countmy in the civilized worid heard
emo)ugli about submamrines duming the war,
and this Govemuimeut wili lie 1il-advised to
accept from anybody those deatli-deaiing
instruments whicli the Germians used in the
Nor-th Sea and other places during the war.
Do we forget tlie Lusitania? Do we forget
the hosplitai -slips qunk by Gefrmuan sub-
marines?. Yet the miniéter and this Gov-
erniment intend te accept fromu the Britishi
Geoverniment boats of this type. We aliould
turn that offer downi-spuru it witli scoru-
rather than accept s.uch boaté from any
Government.

We liad the pleasure of listening the other
niglit to tlie vemy distinguisled gentleman
wlio represeuts Montreai, St. Antoine, in
tIe person.of the Financiai Dimector of the
Secretamiat o! the League of Nations, Sir
Herbert Âmes, and I arn sure that every
person who beard him listened witli a great
deal of interest to bis remarks. Ile told us
wlat the League o! Nations bad doue -and
what lie expected the League of Nations to
do. If we are to helieve what Sir Herbert
Âmes teid us, or if we are to give heed t<)
wbat lie says we can expect in the future,
ve cert.aînly do not rrequire even 4he nucleus
of a, navy. iLet me quote wbat the ighi
lion. Mr. Balfour syýs about tlie League
of Nations:

If the League of Nations fails to promote
a diminution In armament, memarks Mr. Bal-
four, "much of lis value wlll bie gene and we
will have to admit that it bas falled te carry
out the great expectations entertained wlth
regard to ita future activities.'l

And commeuting ou this utterance the
Montreai Gazette says:

To whicb may be added that If the nations
were honest in their war-time protestations,
and If they are wlse In their Intentions now,
there wlll be a check in the mad race of ammies
and navies that Inevitably leads tu war.

These -are the wise remarks of a statesý
man in tbe Oid Country for 'whom every
person in Canada lias the greatest respect.
It seem5s to me tliat what Sir Herbert Âmnes
and what Mr. Balfour expects Vo be ac-
complisbied by the League of Nations must
go to show us that it is flot necessary for
us to embamk upon a naval pelicy of this
kind.


