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HOUSE OF COMMONS. vents the appOintment of a Canadiau Officer
as commanding OffiCer of our militia. The

TRuRSDAY, March 17, 1904. existing Militia Act Provides that no one but
nu imperlal officer, and no one below the

ý1e SPEAIRR took the Chair ut Three rank Of colOnel in the British army, shali
be appointed general Officier commanding tho
militla Of Canada. The new BIII omits this

REPORTS PRESENTED. restriction and leaves it Open to, a Canadian
or to anY qualitied person. withi-n the British

CiVil Service List of Canada, 1903 ; empire to be appointed by the government as
Orders of the Yukon Territory passed by commanding officer of the Canadian militia.

f*dyukon Connell, 1903.-Rt. Hon. Sir Wil- The next Important omission--military men
1411urier. wili consider lit important, although. in a

senge it la perhaDs a matter of minor Jm-
MILITIA ACT, 1904. portance-the next ornission from the Bill la

1 the provision in the present law by which
Sir FREDERICK W. BORDMN an officer of the British army of the saine

ý Ëer Of Militia and Defence) moved for rank as a Canadian officer, but of junior date"kt"'e t' introd
ý Mitla of C uce Bill (No. 5) respecting the of appointmeiat, takes precedence of the Can-

anaïla. He sfild : 1 Presume the adin officer lu the miaitia of Canada. This
expect me te, make a few short provision la not Included In the present

ânj»ý1EmatlOus us to the provisions of this Bill so that In future imperlad ofliceiig who
,le Let nie Say, In the firstplace, that the cýýe here to serve in Canada will rank with
4wý_9 Militia law la ipiactically the saine officers of the Canadian inilitia according to

whieh bas been en the statute-book
eonf the date of their appointment.

Oderation, and lndeM it was on The next Important provision which la net
tkitltatUte-book of old iCanada long before

Included in the present Bill, but which ex-
týtJrtj'date, Times bave changed since the laits in the law as it now stands, la wlth re-

1 IL9 law was enacted; Canada lias ference to the powers of the Imperial Officer
ýe Szî and the mllitia force bas grown, and commiiuding the imperlal troops ut Halifax.

ý111 been found Impossible to carry on our
euhtja TJi2der the law as it now stands, In case of
t4ii 8YSteni advantageously under the war, the imperfal offleer camilianding the

ug I&W Iiistead of amending the pres- Imperlial troops at Halifax. no inatter how
thOught lit better to brIng lu an junior lie mlght be, would iiý2mediately take

new Bill, which provides for, the, conimand of the whole miditia of C,, nada
et
1 the existing Jaw, but whici), or over the head of the geiieral OfEcer coin-
11chides and retains many of lts manding the mllitia of ibis country. That

Thia measui which I now In- provision bas been Mminated frein the pries-
dealls wltll the maintenance Of civil ent Bill, and no allusion whatever la made

within the counti, and the defences to the general officier commanding nt Hall-
Country agDlla$t Invasion, and In cou- fax.. If he la a man of si rank, lie would
L lt 10 a mensure of very great Ini.

1 hope, and I am led to think, In time of war, by virtue of bis senierity,
take his position as head of the forces In

'the luilitift authorlties et my depart- this country.lla"re nOt lost sight of this fact In fram- One other omission la made. There la no
Bill' I MaY BRY that we have ex- reference In the Bill Iam now proposing te
noton1Y Ï110 JgUPel-lul laws and. the the Klng's regulations. Under the law as

OtIllft COIOnien Of the empire, but the lit now exista the KIng's regulations are
Other L'Olintries as well, and we bave made a -part of the law of Canada. This

re4 te l.neorPSate In this Bill the bas been found to be troublesome and cum-

,*Mi 'fi in em ail. brous, and to add te the diffleulties of the
fou thQt In the Bill wlilch 1 administration of the militia. Tberefore, we

U128, ere have been change$ shall rely In future upon the regulations
"'in certain of the PrOvIblOns Of the ex- made lu Canada for the administration of

liftw ; thÛre bave beau Important ad. the militla of Canada, except that the Armyto 1t, eüd thora have beau Important Act« wIjl apply. It was ut firat thought thAt

18 froln 't' A=Ong the mOre IMPOrt- we might re-enact the Army Act in this
'lo"" from the Dresent law i%, In country ; but It la a very long document and
el""' the d'UPPearanc8 Of RnY L'e- is belng changed from tlme te time'-, and,

to the URVRI Uklitla. This la due te atter taking the best advIce 1 could get
that a BI)l VMI be introducad by in this country, lit was thought wiser tO
"t« of Marb8 (UPD- Mr.. PréfOn- adopt the British Army Act rather thantA'

meét aIJ t1ýè requirements attempted te re-enact a similar Act here at-,
MUY fay thRt thls 18 doue prement. i,

eation and unùer the advice of the Mr> SAMUZL HUGHES. In se ftr ad It
111wé Committu and of the Is not inwnM&telit with your law.

tmffltant omimi» from the Bir VBEDERICK W. BORDES. (4UItO B&
soin adw u Wh Cà14 tbAt restijetion Wbich pre-A Nowl Win mention e atiO 1


