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HOUSE OF COMMONS.
THURSDAY, March 17, 1904.
.The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
O'clocg,

REPORTS PRESENTED.

the e Civil Service List of Canada, 1903 ;
Orders of the Yukon Territory passed by

"¢ Yukon Council, 1903.—Rt. Hon. Sir Wil-
N4 Laurier, -

MILITIA ACT, 1904.

(M’}&n- Sir FREDERICK W. BORDEN
1 vester- of Militin and Defence) moved for
M'ﬂitjto introduce Bill (No. 5) respecting the

Ousa of Canada. He said : I presume the
e’nmag Will expect me to make a few short
Bi) ations as to the provisions of this
QXis'ti et e say, in the first place, that the
lay Ng militia law is practically the same
smeewhlch has been on the statute-book

the stsonfe‘demtion, and indeed it was on
that tute-book of old Canada long before

eXistj ate. Times have changed since the
;‘g law was enacted ; Canada has

it hag and the militia force has grown, and
Mij; been found impossible to carry on our
QXisti%.,syStem advantageously under the
Nt Aof law. Instead of amending the pres-
entire]ct’ I thought it better to bring in an
rﬁDealy nNew Bill, which provides for: the
Courge Oif the existing law, but which, of
Droyie: ncludes and retains many of its
tl‘od Siong,
°We1?e’ deals with the maintenance of civil
9t the Within the country and the defences
Bsqu@neount}'y against invasion, and in con-
p°l‘tan§e t is a measure of very great im-
thyt the' I hope, and I am led to think,
lnenthe militia authorities of my depart-
ing theaV§-1“°t lost sight of this fact in fram-
amyj nl L. I may say that we have ex-
dan of ¥ gt only <tl'13 imperial laws and the
Ay 5 her colonies of the empire, but the
%nde‘lVOm-egr countries as well, and we have
eﬂt there jg it]? t?:&”g(l’ll‘&te in this Bill the
Noy, "1l be found that in the Bill which I
Mage i Oduce. there have been changes
Isting {1 certain of the provisions of the ex-
Eit]lons %;Vi;t alllél‘ethhave been important ad-
ahts(s)ions from it ‘23} S?gv‘ih’?f,’,‘ im%mrta{)tt
the fgisﬂons from the present o i in
&Zenee glfc‘c:'nt)‘-le {lisaig)pearance of any' re-
act ¢y val militia. This is due to

taf Miﬂlste?-toué %{llﬂ will be introduced by
06) whiop arine (Hon, Mr., Préfon-

Jin thig x-ggm). Will meet al] the requirements

at ty, Im
8 g ay say that this is done
Golomaug%esftmn and under the advice of the
Mirg)py. éfence Committee and of the

NeXt {mportant omission from the

Dre,eent )
AW is that restriction whieh pre-

R . | manding the militia of this country.
This measure, which I now in- |

vents the appointment of a Canadian officer
as commanding officer of our militia. The
existing Militia  Act Provides that no one but
an imperial officer, and no one below the
rank of colonel in the British army, shall
be appointed general officer commanding the
militia of Canada. The new Bill omits this
restriction and leaves it open to a Canadian
or to any qualified person within the British
empire to be appointed by the government as
commanding officer of the Canadian militia.
The next important omission—military men
will consider it important, although in a
sense it is perhaps a matter of minor im-
portance—the next omission from the Bill is
the provision in the present law by which
an officer of the British army of the same
rank as a Canadian officer, but of junior date
of appointment, takes precedence of the Can-
adian officer in the militia of Canada. This
provision is not included in the present
Bill, so that in future imperial officers who
come here to serve in Canada will rank with
officers of the Canadian militia according to
the date of their appointment.

The next important provision which is not
included in the present Bill, but which ex-
ists in the law as it now staunds, is with re-
ference to the powers of the imperial officer
commanding the imperial troops at Halifax.
Under the law as it now stands, in case of
war, the imperial officer commanding the
imperial troops at Halifax, no matter how
junior he might be, would immediately take
command of the whole militia of Canada
over the head of the general officer com-
That
provision has been eliminated from the pres-
ent Bill, and no allusion whatever is made
to the general officer commanding at Hali-
fax. If he is a man of senior rank, he would
in time of war, by virtue of his seniority,
take his position as head of the forces in
this country. 4

One other omission is made. There is no
reference in the Bill I.am now proposing to
the King's regulations. Under the law as
it now exists the King's regulations are
made a ‘part of the law of Canada. This
has been found to be troublesome and cum-
brous, and to add to the difficulties of the
administration of the militia. Therefore, we
shall rely in future upon the regulations
made in Canada for the administration of
the militia of Canada, except that the Army
Act will apply. It was at first thought that
we might re-enact the Army Act in this
country ; but it is a very long document and
is being changed from time to time; and,
after taking the best advice I could get
in this country, it was thought wiser to
adopt the British Army Act rather than to,
attempted to re-enact a similar Act here at
present. .

Mr. SAMUEL HUGHES. In so far as it
is not inconsistent with your law.

Sir FREDERICK W. BORDEN. Quite so.
Now, I will mention some alterations which



