
1446[APRIL 28, 1897]

The price charged by Canadian screw ties umprove un tie United States, me
makers was 29-76 cents per gross. So the price there will be raised to at least $1.20,
prices were pretty close. On the smaller which at the new rate of duty would bring
sizes of screws the price per gross was pro- the price up to about $1.55 in Canada.

portionately less, so that the specifie duty Therefore. I say that this reduction in the
amounted to a higher rate ; that is where duty will not enable manufacturers to get
the advantage of a specifie duty comes ini. their raw material any cheaper than they
The following table shows the cost of could get it under the old rate of duty.
American screws under the old specifle The (uty on steel billets has been reduced
rates of duty, and under the present ad val- froni $5 to $4 a ton. The result will be that
oreni rate of 35 per cent, respectively, and the Montreal, Guelph and Hamilton mills

sf th sanie sizes of Canadian- will not be able to compete with the
the priceb u

made screws '
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Thaï shows that it will be impossible for
Canadian screws under the new tariff to
compete against the imported article.

On drop forgings the duty under the old
tariff was 32½ per cent, which was too low.
With that rate about one-third of the drop-
forgings used in Canada were brought in
from the United States. Now, the Govern-
ment have reduced that duty to 30 per cent,1
which will make matters still worse.

The duty on bar Iron has been reduced
from $10 a ton to $7 a ton to make the raw
material cheaper • but the raw material
will not be cheaper, and I will show you
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American producers. But while the reduc-
tion on billets is 5 cents a hundred, the re-
duction on steel bars is 15 cents a hundred,
so that Canadian mills will not be able to
make any steel bars at all. The pig iron
smelting works are in a different position.
because hon. gentlemen opposite. althougli
claiming that they are not protectionists.
increase to the smelting works the bounty
on pig iron. while the rolling mills men do
not get any bounty. The latter make their
Iron from scrap. and although the duty on
scrap iroir is reduced from $4 to $1.50 per
ton, they will not get it much cheaper than
they do at the present time, because it would
not pay men to colleet scrap iron at any
lower price than they are now paid.

Now, what has the new tarif done for
the farmer ? Hon. gentemen opposite have
always told the farmer that he was robbed
by the manufacturer, while not as well pro-
tected. But what have they done with the
farmers protection ? They have taken off
3 cents a bushel from wheat, reducing the
duty from 15 cents to 12 cents a bushel,
they let in corn f ree, and they take 15 cents
off flour. Free corn might do very well for
large farmers who ralse a high grade of
cattle, and who of course want cheap feed.
But eighteen out of every twenty farmers
cannot afford to keep these high-grade cet-
tie. They raise peas and oats for the mar-
ket, and now that corn comes In free, they
will get even less for their peas and oats
than they did before. Their heads are eut
off. as well as those of the manufacturers.
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why. Some years ago there was only one
rolling mill in Canada; that was in Hamil-
ton. Afterwards four more started in
Montreal, and one in Guelpli. and two
rolling mills in Toronto. The conipeti-
tion between these mills has brought down
the price of bar iron to $26 a ton, or from
$1.30 to $1.35 per hundred. The price of
American bar iron at the present time .is
from 95 cents to $1 per hundred. The new
duty of $7 a ton is equivalent to 35 cents per
hundred, which would bring the cost of Am-
erican iron to $1.30 per hundred. Although
our iron manufacturers have sold their
iron at from $1.30 to $1.35 per hundred,
this was less than it actually cost them
to make, because they cannot make it for
less than from $1.45 to $1.50. and it is
only because times are so hard in
the United States that American iron can
be got at the present low price. When


