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in speaking of the exodus, said it was not. to he
wondered at because England, Ireland and Scotland
had to suffer fron a sinilar exodus, and the New
England States had lost their population in iany
parts, and he added that it was a characteristic of the
Anglo-Saxon togo westward until he had circled the
globe. I hopesincerely that the exodus from Canada
is about circling the globe, and is now on the home-
stretch back to Canada. The lion. gentleman lias
given is view in that connection, only it was somne-
what marred by the fact that somehow, when the
the people of the Western States start on their
journey west, tlhey keep within their own boundur-
ies and do not cross over into our territory, and
what I lament is the fact that while we are losing
our own.population we are not gaining any fron
the other side. It is lamentable, when we take
our last ·e!sus returns, to find that in Canada we
are not able to retain our own natural
increase of population, but that all the imni-
grants that cone to our country and a per-
centage of the natural increasë of our people have
left us and gone somîewhere else. That is a ques-
tion I do not like to dwell upon any more than
upon the depreciation of real estate. I do not
mention it in a spirit of depreciation, nor did the
lion. member for South Oxford so refer to it, but
we simply point to the fact and ask that the Gov-
ernîmnent should give it their attention and see
whether there is nuot sone way to be found by
whicl a better state of things could be brought
about and oui' young men kept in the country. The
hon. gentleman spoke of the Eng8lsh narket and
of the differential duties which lie anticipated would
be imposed by the British (overnment upon farn
products, and lie said if the British Governmnent
would charge other countrie's five cents or ten cents
a hushel on their grain, the English market would
be a grand market for us. Are we to understand
that the hon. gentleman was put up to answer my
lion. friend from South -Oxford in order to give
this House and the country the first intiniation
that our Governnent are about to adopt the
schemne of Imperial Federation as their po-
licy? He saii lie was glad to see that the
Finance Minister lad given a ray of hope in his
Budget speech with regard to an extension of trade
with England and then he went on to give his own
views of the direction in whici legislation woul
tend to the benefit of this country by Inperial
Federation between Great Britain and her colonies,
differential duties being imposed by Great Britain
oi the products we are.able to send lier, but I do
not see, fron his remnarks, what it is wve are to do
for Great Britain in return for these differential
duties. I do not see what part of the hon. gentle-
nen's schemne will in any way turn to her advan-
tage. Is it part of the hon. gentlenan's schene
that Canada shall, in her turn, open lier markets
to the manufactures of Great Britain? I put hinm
that question. He lias been willing to answer me on
several occasions this evening, sometimes without
even my requesting hin to do so, and night I ask
him for an expression of his views on this point ? Is
lie prepared to say on behalf of this Government
thut they entertain the project of admitting British
manufactures of all kinds free into this country?

Mr. WELDON. Will the hon. gentleman say
whether he is opposed to such a scheme?
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Mr. PATERSON (Brant). I do not think the
lion. gentlenan is as candid as he might be. He
has posed as a statesman to-night. He denounced
my lion. friend fromn outh Oxford as being no
statesnan, and proposes to us a policV, in opposi-
tion to tliat of myil hon. friend, of differential duties
on the part of (reat Britain in favour of colonial
goods, and. he is bound to state whetler, as a
necessiary coudition of that policy being adopted
by Great Britain, the (over'nment propose to adnit
Englisli goods free.

Mr. VELDON. I did not say a wvord about
Inperial Federation.

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). The lion. gentleman
did not use the term, but spoke of our trade with
G reat Britain : and will lie telli us whether lie had
not in his mind,. when speakincg of differential
duties, the idea of a federation of Britain and lier
colonies ?

Mr. WELDON. That dloes fnot matter.
Mr. PATEPRSON (Branit). The lion. gentleman

is not candid enoughl to admit that. I think the
change predicted here by ny hon. friend cannot
mnean anything else. And in confirnation of this
I will just read a report of thle hon. gentlenan's
renarks in a new'spaper interview after the elec-
tions, concerning the Iiperial tariff. He said :

" The time has cone when England must choose between
abandoning Canadaor agreeuig to an Imperial tariff that.
will give Canadian products a preference in the British
markets in return for a preference to British mianuftac-
tures in Cantadian markets."
He does admit it. When the hon. gentleman
could say so to the newspaper reporters, wly
should lie not he candid enougli to mîîaLke the same
statenient here wlen I ask him to do so in the iost
pleaa&nt maniner possihle? He continue:il

"If England .will not do this. annexation is not only
probable but appears to be the inevitable destiny of

'Ca-nada-."

Soie hon. MEMBERS. Treason.

Mi. PATERSON (Brant). That is a bal shape in
which, according to the lion. gentleman, w%%e find
ourselves. I do not think there is niuch hope that
Britishl statesmnen, in their present state of mind,
will give these diifferential duties, and I ami very
sure tliat, whatever our Governiment might otier-
wise do, the Red Parlour which controls it will not
quietly submnit to allowing British manufactures to
comte in free. I tlink, therefore. this scheme of the
hon. gentleman is rather in the distant future ; and
I an afraid, if lie is a true prophet, and he poses
as one to-nighît, since, having deiounced ny lion.
friend fron South Oxford as a false proplhet, the
inference follows that lie nust consider himself a
true une, our only alternative, according to hii, is
annexation, and that is a black outlook for this
country. He will have to go to Washington. With
reference to the Englislh market, a great (eal was
said during the late election, when we were discus-
sing the policy of the Liberal party and that of
the Government, about the British market being
our natural market and providing us with an
outlet for our produets; and it was said
that we should do nothing to destroy that market.
Why, Sir, if we were to adopt reciprocity with the
United States, how would that destroy the market
of England for Canadian agriculturists ? What is
the fact ? The British market is as open to-day to
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