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make'it clear that they wish to participate in such events, -
the Government will make it possible for them to do so.
Moreover, the Minister responsible for Fitness and Amateur

Sport will have his officials meet with national sport

" goveralng body representatives’ immediately’'to determine

whatever-opportunities may be available, or may be

developed, to offset this setback to our amateur athletes

and proVide_alternative~competitive forums in their pursuit

of- excellence.f‘ff€ff75”'

‘The Government”ts aware that the flnal deadline
for'acceptance of~1nv1tatlons to ‘the Games is May 24. While
any dramatic change in the situation in Afghanistan seems
unlikely, the possihility cannot be entirely excluded. The
Government theretoreeéntends to.continpe monitoring the
situation closelyJ~ It'remains up to the Soviet ‘Union to

create the condxtlons in which the Olymplcs can take place.

T Should it become apparent that, contrary to present

ev1dence, these constLons are belng created, the Government

- is prepared to reassess the request it is maklng today.

Flnally, Madam Speaker,-we ask Canadian athletes
and Canadlans generally to support this important ‘decision
which has been takenhin the national interest. We all
recognize the sacrxflce thls represents for our athletes who

have trained so hard and for wvhom we have so much respect.
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