
in substantial measure to the larger process of hemispheric
development .

Apart from the support we are giving and intend to
give to the activities of the inter-American institutions con-
cerned with development in the hemisphere, we are concerned that
Canadians, too, should become involved in this new dimension of
our foreign policy . To this end, we have brought into bein g
a bilateral programme of technical assistance to Latin America .
In the context of this programme we have identified certain
areas -- agriculture, fisheries, forestry, education and com-
munity development -- which have been recommended to us as
carrying a high priority and in which we like to think that
Canadians have a particular capacity to help . '

We have also decided to increase the grants we are
makin g to non-governmental organizations which have chosen to
work in this part of the Third World. These organizations in-
clcz3à reli~ious orders with a long and distinguished tradition
of service in Latin America and the Canadian University Service
Overseas which has

Jan
a context of international commit-

ment for the more than one thousand young Canadians at present
serving overseas . Canadians who have lived and worked in the
countries of the hemisphere under the auspices of these non-
goverr.mental organizations express in tangible and human terms
our concern for the people of this region and our desire to be
associated with them as friends and partners . This association
also adds to Canadian understanding of the achievements and
aspirations of our hemispheric neighbours and may be expected,
over the years, to provide a strong underpinning for the recent
reorientation of Canadat.s foreign policy .

All these initiatives notwithstanding there was an
important gap remaining in our relationship with the region .
Canada's decision to seek full membership in the Inter-American
Development Bank reflects our determination to close that gap .
It is based on our conviction that the Bank is an important
instrument for improving the prospects of growth and the quality
of life in this - region, and in assisting its members to develop
their resources, their economies,and their societies . That
conviction has been formed as a result of our associationwith
the Bank over the past eight years . It has been buttressed
by the strong and imaginative leadership which has been given
to the Bank's operations by our distinguished President and
his predecessor and by the accumulating evidence of the Bank ' s
capactiy to respond flexibly to the changing challenges confronting
its members individually and the hemispheric cocuaunity as a
whole . tte 'consider Canada's accession to full membership a s
the culà,ination of our search for a more practical and effective
form of involvement in the problems of the hemisphere than s~,~as
Provided by our previous association with the Bank .
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