
Message from Minister of Foreign Affairs Makiko Tanaka

The Honorable Dr Rey Pagtakhan, Secretary of State, Departmnent of Foreign Affairs and
international Trade, Canada
Dr *{iroshi Imada, President, Kwansei Gakuun Univeristy,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Permit me to offer a brief message at the opening of tliis 'Think Social Harmoiiy: Canada-
Japan Social ?Policy Symposium'.

The strengthening of cooeain between Jpnand Caad i the field of social policy
reerhwas welcQmed ini the joint press statement released after the Canada-Japan summit

meeigi 1999, and I arn extremnely please4> tt, thoghoportunities such as this
symosim, oopraton bewn our countries in this important field has been makmng

pors.At presn ln Jaan, the agig of the population and the decrease in the number of
cie are rapidly beeoming mores pouce, and it is~ frcst that by the year 2025 there

will be. one elderly perso>n for every towresini Japmn, Wlth fiaces *t the national and

local levels nired in very severe conditions, it lias also become necessary to examine methods
for~~~~ helhad eia are frorn new pesetve. Inaition, measures should be ehne
thrughut ocityfor inereasing the participation of women ini society and supporting

prolemtha may ounItries arud the wrdare coimol aig

Unerthseconditions, this jon*ypoim hih hlas as its main 'themes helhand
mricir'a care- aging. and work and the family, is a very timely and meaningful opportimity. 1


