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To quote Dr. Riddell: "My new post of Canadian
Advisory Offlcer was not considerad‘by’the Canadian Gov-
ernment td carry any diplomatic status but I Soon found
that my diplomatic functions were legion. Apart from a
High Commissioner in London and Agent-General 1n Paris,
two countries racially linked with Canada, I was the
first Ceanadlan representative to be accredlted to the
outside world, although in my éase it was to an lnstlitutlon

instead of to a Government or to the head of a state. .'.‘

My new duties, I soon dlscovered, copsisted primarlly of
representing my Government at anférences and Commlttees.
There were years when I sat in League and International
Labour Organization meetings more than two hundred days." (1)

"The Geneva Office"”, as Skilling remarks, "served
as a listening post in connectlion with European develop-
ments and a source of informatlion on these matters for
the Department of External Affairs, 1ts lmportance en-
hanced by Canada's lack of permanent representation in any
other of the great European caplitals eact of Paris, 1in-
cluding Berlin, Rome and Moscow." (2)

It was noted, however, that Dr., Riddell's
actual appolntment was accomplished somewhat differently
than that of a diplomat - by the Canadian Government
1tsslf, through a letter addressed to the Secretary-
General of the League. °)  Dr. Riddell opened an office
at 41 Quai Wilson, Geneva, with one Secretary to assist

him. The salary and cost of offlice were first Included

(1) W.R. Riddell: World Security bv Conference. p.28.

(2) Skilling, op. cit. p. 167.
(3) Ibid. p. 168.°




