A Time of Hope and Fear
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Polifical and Military Security

It has been clear, as western countries navigated the shoals of the crum-
bling Soviet Union, and the fragmentation of Yugoslavia, that there are
dangers in moving too precipitously to give political acceptance to emerg-
ing authorities. The councils of the West have not proved cohesive enough
to preserve unity in all cases: unfortunately. Canada and Germany broke
ranks in their unilateral pushes for recognition of Ukraine, and Croatia
and Slovenia respectively.

In the fields of arms control and arms reduction, 1990 and 1991 were
probably the most encouraging years in history and yet, events moved so
quickly that these positive trends were overshadowed, and perhaps left
behind.

(anadian Defence Policy

Ottawa took a welcome step forward in September 1991 when the Min-
ister of National Defence made a long-delayed defence policy statement.
The policy still does not confront as directly as it might the fact that for
Canada, UN peacekeeping may represent primary — as opposed to ancil-
lary — defence challenges. It is time to recognize that UN peacekeeping
is a global “growth industry™ in which Canada is the world leader. It isa
source of healthy national pride and extraordinarily strong public support
for Canada’s armed forces.
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