
4. T1HE MEMCAN BCHOOL SY8TEM

The Mexican sohool system, including both the formai and technical areas, ils overseen
by the Secretariat for Public Education. Within each level, schools and universfies can
be under federal control, that is, directly finanoed and supervised by the federal
government; under state or autonomous control, that is, financed by the state or central
govemrment but autonomous as to internat decision-making; andi under private control.

Aswas described in the background section, the formai sector covers from
kindergarden (pre-school) to the university level. During the 1989-1990 school cycle, a
grand total of 25.9 million students were enrolled, both in the formai and technical areas.
Ine following table shows number of students and schools by level within the formai
education sector:

TABLE
FORMAI. EDUCAIIONAL SERVICES

1989-1990 SCHOOL CYCLE

# 0F # 0F % CON1ROLPRVi
SOHOOLS SM1DENT8 FEDERAL $TATE& IVT

(OC ALJTONOMOUS
Pre-school 46,077 2,851 73.7% 18.9% 7.4%
Primary 82,137 14,675 71.8% 22.4% 5.8%
Secondary 16,475 3,339 61.3% 28.8% 9.9%
Hi gh school 3,430 1,341 13.6% 58.0% 28.4%
Eductional 476 125 23.3% 45.6% 31.1%
Undegraduate 344 1,138 15.6% 68.7% 15.7%
Graduate 140 49 il1.2% 70.0% 18.8%
TOTAL 149,079 23,518


