
Toward a Commonwealth of Learning

Educating the people of a
country is no mean feat-
especially in a time of
rising costs and in nations
with scattered, isolated
populations.
Innovative approaches and
expertise are needed. And
these are what the recently
formed Commonwealth of
Learning Agency in Vancouver
hopes to provide to member
countries.
The agency - the f irst offi -ciaI Commonwealth organliza-
tion located outside Great
Britain - will help Common-
wealth countries co-ordinate

'distance-education" as a
way to meet the pressing
problems threatening sus-
tained development in some
member countries.

t
hoots "Manège" and
"Canada à la carte,"
which RCI broad-
casts to the Middle
East and Asia-Pacific
regions.

leader in developing distance-
education. The country will
conitribute its expertise
and $12 million to support
the new agency, which lias
$32 million available for its
f irst f ive years of operation.
The agency will work with
regional universities of the
South Pacifîc and West
Indies. Its information service
will be based at Britain's
Open University, and both
India and Nigeria have offered
to host regional centres.
Commonwealth countries will
be able to share techniques,
course materials and techno-
logical infrastructures dealing
with distance-education.
The agency's governing
board comprises government
appointees from fine member
countries as well as f ive
independent experts in edu-
cation, distance-education,
broadcasting and communica-
tions.
The agency was set up just
one year alter the 1987 Com-
monwealth Heads of Govern-
ment meeting with the goal
of making education more
accessible, thus promoting
social and economic

broadcasts are also relayed
via Radio Japan's transmit-
ters at Yamata.
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