STATE TREATY FOR THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT AND DEMO-
CRATIC AUSTRIA

Vienna, May 15, 1955

PREAMBLE

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America, and France, here-
inafter referred to as “the Allied and Associated Powers,” of the one part, and
Austria, of the other part;

Whereas on 13th March, 1938, Hitlerite Germany annexed Austria by forcé
and incorporated its territory in the German Reich;

Whereas in the Moscow Declaration published on 1st November, 1943
the Governments of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republies, the United Kingdom
and the United States of America declared that they regarded the annexatio?
of Austria by Germany on 13th March, 1938, as null and void and affirmed their
wish to see Austria re-established as a free and independent State, and the
French Committee of National Liberation made a similar declaration on 16th
November, 1943;

Whereas as a result of the Allied victory Austria was liberated from the
domination of Hitlerite Germany;

Whereas the Allied and Associated Powers, and Austria, taking into account
the importance of the efforts which the Austrian people themselves have made
and will have to continue to make for the restoration and democratic reconstruc-
tion of their country, desire to conclude a treaty re-establishing Austria as 2
free, independent and democratic State, thus contributing to the restoration ©
peace in Europe;

Whereas the Allied and Associated Powers desire by means of the present
Treaty to settle in accordance with the principles of justice all questions which
are still outstanding in connexion with the events referred to above, includiffg
the annexation of Austria by Hitlerite Germany and participation of Austria
the war as an integral part of Germany; and

Whereas the Allied and Associated Powers and Austria are desirous fOf
these purposes of concluding the present Treaty to serve as the basis ©
- friendly relations between them, thereby enabling the Allied and Associate
Powers to support Austria’s application for admission to the United Nation®
Organisation;

Have therefore appointed the undersigned Plenipotentiaries who, after
presentation of their Full Powers found in good and due form, have agreed 0P
the following provisions: —

PART 1
Political and Territorial Clauses

ARTICLE 1

Re-Establishment of Austria as a Free and Independent State

The Allied and Associated Powers recognize that Austria is re-established
as a sovereign, independent and democratic State.




