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On Grading.

Neyer before, eince the firet boy went te the first

school, lias there been 4ucb wonderful activitýy along

educational lines as there le to-day. Keen-eyed observ-

ers are studying the child almost niicroscepically;- asso-

ciatione te investigate the proper relations betiween

parents and teacher are nuw commun ; old-tinie school
ourricula, unabie to heur the strain of uhanged con-

ditions, are being radicaily modifit'd; antiquated methods

uf teaching and school management are giving place te

new, and on every hand are te b. seen evidences ot

change and progrees. Yet., despite this apparent ad-

vance in the efficiency ot our schuels, there appears te

be ne oorresponding improvemez3t in schoiarghip. It

must b. admitited, however reiuctuntly, that, in tou

large a percentage ot cases the) results are net at ail sucb

as oughit reaAonably txe ho expected. The reasons for

thie are as plentiful as blaukborrles. While, on thbe score

of so-culled eoenumiy, pupils stiill continue to e hotsughit,
iitty or elxty under a single teacher, with littie or no

opportunity for neces8ary porsonal supervision, and l>y
far the greater part ot the "eching remains in t~he handm

ut practically untrained teachers, no tboughttul etudent

of the gubject cari ho enrprised a~t the unsatistactory re-

sait. But while the causes citod will account for- mach,
Of tho failure, no snmall amount ot it must bc attributed
to the impemfct gradinag of pupils in our soliools.

The ovils whioh follow in the train of leose and im-

perfect grading are su numeous and evidont, that te b.

appreciated they need only te bc montioned. How

iuany schools thoro are wbere the teuchers' efforts are

hanipered, ftvOf puralyzed, by the presouce of nuinhors et

unfit pupils ! How snany intelligent pupils do we sS

annually, who byb.ing proinoted integrade8too advanced

for thei, are turced out of our schools Le, commence thoir

lite-work With ne adoquate proparation; or oftn te con-

tinue their edueution as loaters on our streets, and

ultiniately te turnisb reoruité for our criminal classes !
À strikinz but tvpiual ocample ot these evil effoots
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distasteful te imi, and alIthougl natuirally a frank and

trutbful boy, he becatue a truant, and finally liad to bc
withdrawn from school.

But the effect on the earnest an'd industrious pupils

ie not lesspernicious. Thiese,torýming aq theydoin anywel
conducted schoul, the large majority uf the pupils, ought
to receive most conisideration, not only on the principle

of the greatest good to the greatest flamber, but becau8e,
owing their enecesa to their industry, tlxey are by far

the moat deserving class. Instead, however, of recoiv-
ing the attention and encouragement te which they have

an indubitable right, their advance le su hampered by'
their ill-prepared clasemates that flot a few fail into

carelees habits, while even the beet tail to reauh that
height of exellence attainable under proper conditions.

Perhaps the greatest weakness ini our schools to-day
lies in the inability of teachers te attract and hoid the

attention ot their puple. Careless grading rendters tii
almoet impossible, if uiQt entirely su. With some of his

pupils unabie te aj)derstand hie instruction, and the regt
already farmiliar with it, whpt hope lias the unhappy

teacher ot gaining interested attenition 7i Un4ter suich
conditions it is nuite imDossible ; disorder and imischief
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