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Provincial Production of Gold and Silver in 1918

Review of production of precious metals last year by Pro-
vincial Mineralogist W. Fleet Robertson in Annual
Report of Minister of Mines.

The production of placer gold during the past year was
Worth ahout $320,000 as neariy as can be ascertained; great
ifficulty is found in obtaining reliable figures, since the
Work is in many cases, carried out by individuals or un-
Oanized groups of men who keep no books, frequently pay-
g wages, or for supplies, in gold-dust, which, being readily
Yansported, is scattered, and the tax imposed thereon by
AW is thus evaded. This year’s output shows a decrease as
ompared with 1916, of $84,500.

The production of placer gold is nearly all from the
Ath? and Cariboo Districts, about 96 per cent. of the total
®ming fro mthese two sections.

In hydraulic placer-mining, from which about 90 per
tent, of the placer gold obtained in British Columbia is de-
"Wed, it has been pretty well demonstrated that the gold-
Out:put is in direct proportion to the number of days in

lch water is available for piping.

In the Atlin Division water conditions were normal, so

.’far as is known, but the shortage of labour handicapped op-

frations. So many men have left the district for active ser-
Vice in the war that not only were the larger companies
Short of labour, but also the number of individuals mining
1 2 small way was materially less than in former years.

_In the Cariboo District water conditions were not good
Wing to the snowfall of the previous winter, which melted
oft suddenly, and this was followed by a dry summer. The
?:llglg;t for the Cariboo and Quesnel Divisions was less than

1
¢ Gold-mining in all forms has suffered by the war, due
&(1) th_e fact that the cost of labour and supplies has materl-
ly inereased, while the price of the product remains stand-

; hence operating costs are higher and profits lower.

Due to the greatly enhanced market price of the base
;11 ftals such mines operating on a sliding scale of wages,
®8ulated hy the price of metals, have been paying abnor-
{'lll-y high wages, which has drawn miners away from gold-
ing hoth placer and and lode. ;
th In addition to the increased cost of all supplies, ete.,
€ war conditions have also rendered it almost impossible
bo Obtain new equipment at any price. There has therefore
¢en Jegs inducement for capital to enter into new placer-
vellnlng enterprises, either hydraulic or dredging. The de-
Atl(.’pment of new placer enterprises in the Cariboo and
S fields and elsewhere in the Province can therefore
&dly he expected until conditions again become normal.
. Uomplete news has not been received from the Omineca
Btrict, where considerable work has been going on, most

Which, however, was of a preparatory nature, apd it 1s
Dr. expected that any great output was made this year,

Obably not more than about $8,000 all told.
dr IP the Liard-Stikine District the Boulder Creek Hy-
B&“hc Mining Company did not work on Thibert creek.
Vier.20d Finn and Mitehell Bros., working in the same

“lnity, made small outputs.

Wit ifferent partnerships were at work on
Success enough to at least pay wages.

his year a little gold was taken out of the Tahltan

by Indians and others working in the river-bed.

S was noted last year, two or three parties were work-

own the Liard river, at McDame creek, and on Rosella

Yeail;’ a section that has been practically abandoned of late

Dease creek,
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Considerable work in connection with placer-mining
done in the Similkameen District, although the actual
ction was small. :
ernon District also vielded some gold from hydraulic

0 4 . .
peraftl(lns in Siwash creek.

Yale Mining Division made an unusually small output,
and the Fort Steele Mining Division made a smaller output
than last year.

The value of the gold produced from lode-mining in the
Provinee during the year 1918 was $3,403,812, an increase,
as compared with the previous year, of $1,036,622, or about
437 per cent. It must be remembered, however, that the
1917 gold production was abnormally low, the output for
the years preceding the war varying from $4,000,000 to
$5,000,000. The increase in 1918 over the preceding year is
largely due to the entry into the producers’ list of a new
mine—the Surf Inlet property of the Belmont-Surf Inlet
Mines-—which made an output of about 41,600 oz. But for
this added produection the gold output for 1918 would have
been practically the same as in 1917,

The Rossland mines, which prior to 1917 contributed
annually about one-half of the output of lode-gold, made
about the same production in 1918 as in the preceding year;
during these two years about one-quarter the normal output
was made. The mines were worked somewhat irregularly
during the first six months of the year; after that develop-
ment was continued and shipments were renewed, resulting
in increased tonnage as compared with 1917.

The following table shows the gold productions of 1917
and 1918 :—

1917. 1918.
Oz. Oz.
BanpHary Y dle oo . S 60,010 55,353
LU s B e R SO R et 33,290 43,745
Skeena - oom gl e S 9,805 48,016
Coastal Southern ) vt b 3,793 5,565
Falloopt o it i e ek 3,092 2,473
NBldon o e SR e 2,521 7,155
Adlcothery oo o et 2,012 2,367
Potalin. e i 114,523 164,674

From the above table it will be seen that there are in-
creases in Skeena, Rossland, Coast (Southern), and Nelson
Districts, while there are decreases in the gold production
fromn Boundary-Yale and Lillooei Distriets.

The inerease in the Nelson Division is due to a larger

tonnage from the Yankee Girl mine, near Ymir. The pro-
duction from the Nickel Plate mine, at Hedley, about 35,000
0z., was practically the same as in the previous year. The
small decrease in the Boundary-Yale District as compared
with 1917 is due to a smaller tonnage of copper ore carrying
low gold values being treated at the Granby smelter.
2 The total amount of silver roduced in the Province dur-
ing the year 1918 was 3,498,172 oz., valued at $3,215,870,
an increase in amount, as compared with the previous year,
of 568,956 oz., and an increase in value of $950,121, partly
due to the high price of metal.

The market price of silver gradually rose during the
vear, the average for January being 88.702 cents an ounce,
while in December it was about 101.125 cents. The aver-
age for the year was 96.77 cents, the highest that silver has
been for many years back. The prospect of silver main-
taining its present price of about $1 an ounce is good, and
in this respect the silver market is in marked contrast to the
other metals, the future rices of which are uncertain.

The silver production of the various districts for the
vear has been as follows:—

Slocan and Slocan City. ... ... 1,873,236
SRR A A U 416,616
Hapk MEaal e e 261,497
AANBOTEI . i M atoni ot o i T 5 228,699
Boundamedale s . sies il 228,561
Neleot ot Sdea i o s T ual il asasas 136,738
Bowtherse Toast ..o 0, o eani (adsl L Lis 116,425
Windermere-Golden ... ... 91,784



