KNOTS

ST. JOHNS ELECTION
INQUIRY.

The Commission reassembled on
Friday morning last the 13th inst.,
but upon examination of the ballot
boxes brought by Mr. Chadwick
from Ottawa it was decided to ad-
journ and that the Commission sit
at Ottawa for the purpose of
locating the missing ballots. These
ballots were found and brought to
St. Johns, September 17th.

(Reprinted  from the Montreal
Gazette.)

Evidence indicating that Hon.
Frank B. Carvell had tried to se-
cure the vote of the soldiers of the
Canadian Engineers’ Training Depot
at St. Johns, Que., until he found that
he was to be returned by acclamation,
and that after that he had tried to
have the vote turned over to Col. H. F.
McLeod, in York county, N.B., when
he found he himself would not need
these votes, was introduced yesterday
at the Royal Commission to investi-
gate into the charges against the offi-
cers and men of the C. E. T. D. at St.
Johns, by Lieut. E. T. Adney, in the
course of a day’s procedure that was
fairly electric with unexpected inci-
dents. Lieut. Adney’s evidence .came
well on in the afternoon, following a
series of sharp exchanges between
Lieut.-Col. Melville, of the C.E.T.D,
and Aime Geoffrion, K.C., and between
Mr. E. Fabre Surveyer, K.C., and Mr.
Geoffrion, which had made the whole
morning’s proceedings tense with ex-
citement.

Lieut.-Col, Melville’s evidence was
marked by sharp interchanges with
IV_Ir. Geoffrion on the question of re-
sidence as applied to soldiers’ votes.

This’ was followed during the after-
noon ' by a series of officers of the
C.E.T.D., which was marked by efforts
by Mr. Geoffrion to ‘show that there
must have been some prearranged
plan for the election in order to secure
the voting of some 517 or more soldier
voters there, out of about 800, for the

Chambly-Vercheres Unionist candi-
date. :

This was denied by officer after
officer, all of whom declared that
there had been no plans for the elec-
tion, and affirmed strongly that there
had been no orders or efforts in an
organized way to make the men of
the depot vote one way or the other.

Mr. Geoffrion was ironic in the
course. of his examinations, and re-
peatedly tried to draw witnesses out
as to whether it was by a miracle or
mere coincidence that so many hun-
dred soldiers who had come from all
over the United States and Canada,
should have decided to vote en masse
for Mr. Jos, Rainville, the defeated
candidate in Chambly- Vercheres. But
no matter how he cross-examined the
military witnesses he failed to bring
out any evidence to show that there
had been any plans or instructions to
turn the vote at the St. Johns bar-
racks for Mr. Rainville. Much time
was spent on this, but every officer
of the many examined insisted that
there had been no plan, simply a gen-
eral talk on the situation, and an
understanding that their votes were
needed to help out Mr. Rainville in
Chambly-Vercheres. ’

OFFICERS NOT LAWYERS.

As to the point of why officers had
declared that they could not declare
on their ballot envelopes any place
where they had resided for four
months or more during any time
brevious to the election a good deal
cf difficulty arose, since the soldier
witnesses were not versed in legal

AND

LASHINGS

Page Five

technicalities, and simply fell back
on the general understanding that
they had believed the military vote
could be allocated where it was most
needed to win the war by returning
the Union Government, and that since
they had all believed this could best
be secured by helping Mr. Rainville
in Chambly-Vercheres, whom they
knew as a supporter of the Military
Service Act, they had voted for him.

So far as the rest of the men were
concerned it was sworn by officer
after officer that there had been no
efforts or influence of any kind to
swing their votes, and it was indi-
cated that the fact of so many of the
men voting as they did was merely
due to the general feeling that by so
doing they might help elect Mr. Rain-
ville, whom they regarded as a
patriotic Canadian, and defeat Mr.
Archambault, whom they considered
to .be an opponent of the Military
Service Act.

This morning it is expected that a
number more- officers will be called
from the Engineers’ Training Depot,
these being used by the accuser as his
own witnesses, from whom he pro-
poses to prove his case. Later on it is
expected that a number of the deputy
presiding officers will be called, to
testify as to the proceedings at the
actual voting. Following this it is
likely that the hearing will be post-
poned, probably until Friday, so that
several absent military witnesses may
be brought to St. Johns.

PRO-GERMANS HERE.

The sensation of the investigation
was reached when Lieut. E. T. Ad-
ney, an artist American volunteer,
with the C.E.T.D, was called in
the afternoon, and made a series of
rhetorical replies to Mr. Geoffrion’s
questions that at times caused a stir
of applause in the court. This was
especially the case when Lieut. Adney
referred to the necessity of guarding
the lines at home against slackers
and other disloyal elements in this
province, remarking that since he
could not get to the trenches he had
at least got into the defence lines
here, and that real peace had not
come in this province until the bullets
had started to fly.

Lieut. Adney said that he was an
American citizen, an artist and ma-
gazine writer of New York, 46 years
of age. He had come to New Bruns-
wick to settle up business affairs of
his wife’s, and when these were set-
tled he had considered whether to
go back to the United States and
carry on his profession or join the
Canadian army.

“] decided that this was no mere
petiffogging question of perjury or
political matters,” he declared, “but
a question of the safety of the nation,
and I joined the Canadian army. Then
six months later I became a natural-
ized Canadian citizen, and at the elec-
tion last December I voted, with the
other officers.”

Lieut. Adney declared that he con-
sidered it was a matter of saving the
country by the soldiers at the front,
and by winning the election here to
support them, and he had been pre-
pared to take his responsibility of
doing what he could to win that
election for the Union Government.
Therefore he had taken an active
part in the elections, not commanding
any military votes, but stating his con-
victions as to the advisability of
voting for the Union Government, and
placing such votes where they would
do the most good.

“We are interested in lots of places
that are not our own homes,” said
Lieut. Adney, “just as some people
attend to lots of things that are not
their own business. I considered that
our duty was to defend our country
against the Huns and the slackers
and the pro-Germans of Quebec.”
This was greeted with a sign of ap-

INGLIS MILITARY UNIFORMS

SYNONYMOUS OF GOOD FORM:-

Inglis made-to measure
uniforms are tailored
from specially selected
English cloths, which
are particnlarly agree-
able to officers of exact-
ing taste.

Officers contemplating
a new uniform will be in-
terested in the splendid
variety of cloths we show

Our tailoring facilities permit of turning out uni-
forms on short notice.

A complete line of Active Service Equipment
always carried in stock,

R.J. INGLIS LIMITED “Wegrmpasts.

Winnipeg

MILITARY TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS
Importers and Manufacturers of Military Equipment

138 Pel Street, - -

MONTREAL

in prices

353 St. Catherine Street W.

Military Watches

Mappin & Webb’s Military Watches are of the highest grade
of manufacture, guaranteed to give every satisfaction
and therefore dependable.

We will forward, on approbation, care of the Canteen, for
inspection, either of our Military Models which range

$13.00, $18.00, $20.00, $23.00 and $35.00.,
With Luminous Dials.

MAPPIN & WEBB,

(Canada) Limited.

MONTREAL.

v

J.R. GAUNT & SON

(Cangda Co.) Limiled.
315 Beaver Hall Hill,
Montreal.

MILITARY EQUIPMENTS:—

Badge, Buttons, Shoulder Titles,
Caps, Spurs, Puttees, Shirts, etc.
Souvenir Hat Pins, Brooches,
Belt, Buckles, Ash Trays, etc.

AEGE
Fine Pure

Officers Outfits

Underwear, Hosiery, Shirts, Blankets,
Sleepmg Bags. British Warms etc.

DR. J AEGER Sanitary Woollen CO. LIMITED

System
Toronto Montreal Winnipeg

British ** founded 1883 .

and from JAEGER AGENCIES
throughout the Dominicn

Lamontagoe Limite

Manufacturers

- Regulatxon Steamer Trunks, Kit,
Bags Dunnage. Bags, Haversacks, Leggings, Puttees
Sam Browne Belts, etc etc.

Also The Al]igator’ 413 St. Cathlzr;?reeasl.t, VV‘est,

338 Notre Dame St., West,
Montreal.

|- L. PIISONNAULT

PHOTOGRAPHER,
79 Richelieu St St. Johns.

ing for amateurs.

Photo supplies, printing and develop-

Soldiers of fhe E.T.D.
Come to Our

Shoe Shine Parlor

We guarantee satisfaction to

the soldier boys and like to

have them visit us, :
John Maliros, Prop.
21A St. James St. St. Johns

(Same street as Post Office)




