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110W A NORMAL SCIIOOLj CLASS LOCALTZED ARITIUMETTO
NTo probleins iii a rithînetie, -written

for genera I distribution, eau funetioni
absoluteIy iii any ]ocality. To arouse
the child 's kcenest intercst, ai-d thus
seenre his best effort, the data of some
of bis problems ni st be of sueh a nature
that tbey îvill help him- interpret his
everyday experience. Nothing touches
lis interests more closely than. the iii-
dustries of bis eomrnunity.

Although some tea chers recognize
this fact, tlîey Lail to utilize it. lu
many cases, the failure is (11e to the
teacher's laek of training in the iab-oratory method in arithmnetie. She
ne îeds to know how to gct arîd usearithmetjc data. To supply this nee(1
tO teachers, normal sehools sbouldtraîn, their classes to get and use this
material.

1111w shall a teacher get and organ-ize data furnished bv the industrial orcommercial pursuits of ber community?*Pirst, she must know wýhat the lead-lng pursuits are. She must have suffi-cient knowîedge of the ones which sheintends to use to select the data mosteffective for ber use.
Secndsueniut inow the types ofproblems whjch occur in the actualbusiness practice of these pursuits, sothat she may present effectively thedata secured in these types.

.A description of a method for local-'zing arithmefic, worked ont by classesin the Westfield Normal Sehool, is here
given.

The class flrst made a list of the ]ead-
Ïng industries of Westfield, and thenseleu.ted several for study. Among
those chosen were, paper making andtobacco growing, as representative of
two lea ding kinds of industry. Since
a definite knowledge of these pursuits
Was necessary before a student couldask questions eoncerning tbem, the
class made a brîef study of paper mak-
ing and tobacco growing, after which
they visited'a paper mill and a tobacco
farru. Then tbey were ready to make-
sets' of questions pertinent to arith-
m1etie and to experience.

The following list of questions was slent to a paper manufacturer:

1. 'fllie price of raw niaterials?
2. LjOsS of îveighit iii reducing the

following raw inateriais to prepared
puiji woo(1, straw, liiei, bielrp, jute,
cotton, and esparto grass?

3. The amnount of time taken by the
various processes in paper making?

4. The average cost of the following
processes: cleaning, dustiug, bleaching,
reduciîîg to pulp; beating, sizing, color-
ing, miaking the sheet or web, surfacing
and cuttiug?

5. The wholesalc and retail prices of
writing, drawing, wrapping and tissue
p a Pcr

6. The average yearly output by the
firîn of the different kinds of paper?

7. 'The output cornpared with the
output of other paper milis in this local-
ity and with the miii of the past?

8. The average increase in the cost of
labor in the hast two years; in the eost
of material?

9. The markets for the paper?
10. The cost of the varions kinds of

insurance?
11. The average wage of an opera-

tive ?
12. The number of operatives?
13. The rates of discount?
14. The number of commission

agents?
14. The rate of commission?
16. Cost of transportation?
17. Amoîrnt of taxes?
Teachers will find most business men

very willing to co-operate with thesehool iu this work. Froru the data re-ceived, in answer to the questions writ-
ten above, one student muade the fol-lowing set of prohiciais lu commercial
discount, illnstrating by one example
each of the four types of problems înost
common in business practice.

Type 1. The list price of one case ofpaper was $110. The discounts were25% and 10%. Find the net price.
Typé Il. What was the list price ofpaper which gave discounts of 10%7 and

15% and stil lrealized $234?
Type 111. Connors and Company

iuy paper at a discount of 25% and
cil at a, discount of 15% froru the list
)riee. What per cent, do they gain?


