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Toronto Industrial Fair.
Foît years tho superiomity of Toronto's An-

nual Exhibition lias been a thing of sucli pro-
verbial recurrence that te again rexnark ou ils

hhgh excellence seems but wanton tautology;
tue success of Canada's great fair is somnethin,
that iniglit be takeiî for granted. *We cannot.
howvever, refrain froin alluding to the magnifi-
cent display which thie agriculturists of this
country made on the occasion of this the
sixteenth annual faim of ihie Industrial Exhi-
bition A ssociation of Toronto. The large
attendance of fur]ners was a constant topic of
conversation on the part of visitors, NvhIfle thic
Iigýh standard and the nuiuber of tarin pmoduct
exhibits excecdled ail previous years in the bis-
tory of the Association. The appemîded, table
shows theo relative proportion of the varilus
]ive stock exhibits for tliis year as compared
wi th last

j1Sý4. 1895. Illerca'",.u(,.
1Té'V .................. 1J14 1259 il1
Ca<l (14 .................. COS 721> 112
Slîie .................. .172 -I17 15
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Not only diçl the nuniber of live stock exhibits
excoed that of last ycar, b~ut the cemeals and
root crop display was better and larger than on
previous occasions, while thie apiary and dairy
departmnents were fully up to their usual Iigh
standards. Again miust we congratulate the
farmiers on this splendid showihg, but in doing
se let us drawv atteýntion, in the interest of Still

greater achievements, to, a few things which in
our estitiation, have teîided. more than others
toward the farthicranýe, of such desirable ro-
suits. To begn witl, the work of the Govern-
ment Exporimcneltal Farmns both at Ot.tawa and
Guelph lias had a mlost appreciable affect upon
agriculture in this country. The value which

attaches to modern scientiflo apparatuses and
up-to-date, princi pIes cannot be overestimnated.
By thiese means aloîne cau we, ini agriculture as
i i everything else, ever hope to reach that high
standard of excellence which competition and
civilization demand in this nineteenth century
of inventions. It is being deinonstrated. more
clcarly every day that the mnan who refuses to,
niakze use of approved modern ideas is beingleft
stcadily behiinci his more progressive brother
wlio agxees to adopt them. In the natural
course of everts this cannot be avoided, for the
moment a man mnales up his mind to stand
stili hie hegins to faîl back ; thiat moment dates
the tim)-e of a retro-rade inovement in his life,
and this backward motion, however imnpcrcep-
tihle ut first, is something that is difficuit te,
check if net arrested at the start. Trle Ag-ri-
cultural College and Exporimental Farnis bave
alwvays recognizedl the necessity for the adop-
tion of newest iethods, and the great success
of the farini[ng comimunity of Canada to-day is
iii no smiall measure due to the principles which
these institutions are daily incultcatingmý in the
minds of young Canada. Then, again, the wilI-
in.-ness of the fartuers themiselves to talze ad-
vantage of the opportunities afforded theni to
advance thieir profession, must also accout lu
no sînail degree for the success that was oh-
tainied this yeatr. It isacommon thing ilotmer
comitries to, fnd the agriculturists indifferent
to progress and advancemient. Friendly Gov-
erminents off er ail sorts of teinptitig offers and
inîlucenen ts ; private corporations and public
concemns unceasingly encdeavor to encourage
thie laguishing rural industry-that backbone
of every couitry-but their efforts are but
fecbly responded to. In Canada, however,
things are different. Here thel agriculturist
is invariably the firsi; te, deinand the highiest
point of perfection in inaclbinery as in every-
thing else, ànd wvil1 net be put off- with inferior
al)pliances. Here hie must master the latest
achievemients of science or lie is not con-
tenit, nom is lie satisficd *wvith any but the
înost enterprising joiirnals. The Canadian
fariner is not willing te sit ily by and see
tlue grass grow under 'his feet; lie niakes
the effort andi batties for himself, lie ahns
Mli and is rewarded by success. It is
this spirit of l)else\'eraice, energy and self-
respect that lias quali(ied him for the exalted
p)ositionl whichi ho occupies to-day and cnabled
hlmii to mnake siteh an admirable showving last
year at Canada's Industrial F air-this spirit of
"not to beoutdone byothiers." Pessiluists may

decry the country as they like and optiniist.s
find dclight in everything te, their heart's con-
tent, but neither can deny the tact thiat thec
&vocation of the farmers of Canada is cxcepi-
tionally situated iu the inatter of adventitious
and natural advantag-es. When. we look arouinc
us and beliold the condition of the rural popula-
tion in other ceuntries,we must arrive at that
conclusion. Whien we conisider the emptY
homnesteads and vacant farms of Vermont, New
Hlampshire and Connecticut, wheu we bear lin
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