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IlWhy, of course, Laura, ho might get drunk
once in a while, or emoke in the scheni room, or
swear ab us occasionally, zo as to give a spice to or-
dinary sclîcol. conversation."

:1Ray, bebave! "
"To be sure hie miight, or we might chance w get

a Kalmuck Tartar or a Ohinaman!"

"l'in just euggestiDg the possibilities of the
future. Fancy our stately Laura recitiDg 'RHia-
'watha' or 'Thanatopsis' in Kalmuck or Ohinese."

" IFancy Ray Rattie being sensible for five min-
utes! " Laura. was getting seriously angry, as shownl
by the way she snapped her silk when it kno 'tted.

«That's beyond my imagination, elastie as it je!"
replied Ray.

"1Try it, Rnay, till we zee how you would look,"
suggested ora.

S'Ai right, but li have te confine my remarks to
Mirs. Lawrence. How de yenlike our new minister,
Mrs. Lawrence? "
;ý1 1I think we shall like him very much ; hie seems
se eanast-"

Tîrng.a-Iing.a-liug!
f"ThereIgoes that door bell !"interrupted.,Rose,

blurrying te the windcw. "And if it isn't the very
man, himself ! Oh, mother, wbatever shall we do
with bim? The carpet je up in the parler ; Hannah
broke a pane cf glass in the drawing-room windcw,
the wind coee in -there like fuir>, and fatlîer's
asleep in the jibrary, and wcnt want to ha dis.
turbed and--"

"lAnd the amount of the whcle-matter is-he'll
'iust have te ge home and cone back anether day!1
interpolated Cera.

IlWal~ nonsense, girls! Rose, go and rouse yeur
papa, then tell Hannah that wo sbaîl have another
guest te te ! " Se saying, Mrs. Lawrence went te
meet lier guest at the door.

Rose did as ebe was bidden, .nnd present' ire-
turncd te bier friende. As she entered the room see
feund Ray bastil>' rolling uphber stocking. "Wby,
Ray !" she exclainîed. IlWhat now ? you surel>' aia

ýnot gcing before ton? Hannah bas it nari>' ready.,"
"«iPray don't place any obsetacles in mny way, (a

Ora alioves hier hasseck in front cf her. !'mi fiee-
ing frcm temptation in the shape of Lhe minibter. I
feel that if I stay, I shahl disgracè myseîf, and diegust
' bis reverence' past recevery, Se te preserve
whnt littie reputation I bave, I run. Geod-bye."

ora ran te the window te watoh bier off. "lOh,
girls ! " cried she, " «If there isn't Oid Moirtalit>'
coming up the street, and I don't believe she 8008

hlm. Thero, they've run full tilt againet eacb
other."

At this Rose and Laura ruslîed te the window
ju8t in ime te see him raise hie bat, and Luirn te
keep step up the leaf-strewn street.

IlWeil, if that isn't eut cf the frying pan into
the fire with a vengeance! Won't hoe have n treat?
She is just in the humer te sa> anything."
*Laura bas net forgetten Rny's rearks te bier,

as she snys,-"1I think iL je diegraceful the way ahe
doas go on. It might be excusable la a girl cf
eigbt, but at eighteen, oe eught te have a ltla
regard for appearanceâ."

-Nonsense, Laura! No eue ever pays any ierieus
attention te wvhat Rnay says-she ie oni>' nchild. No
onc ever thinks cf bier as a grown up yeuxig lady."

:'And then she bas ne respect for anyene. Wby,

the other day she actually told Judge Handeh
that bis new mastiff was tiee ugliest looking creature
she ever eaw.",

Il0f course ! What else could she Bay when hie
asked hier ? And the Judge laughed heartily anid
liked bier ai the better fer -it, altheugh it waaa't
cemplirnentar> te hie ta8te. Hie told us aIl about
it nnd said that the element of truthfulness waa
more fully developed in that girl than in anyone
else of his acquaintance," said Rose.

Apparently Laura pnid ne attention to Rose's ex-
planation, but went on te say, IlAnd the other
evening ab Mrs. McDougnl's she deliberatel>'
enubbed Hareld Hume wben hie tried te be agree.
able, and then carried cxi with that yeung Howard,
the draper's clerk, bill ha doubtiese thinks hoe is the
equal cf an>' cf the yeung men ini cur set."

« «Why ehould she net snub .Harold Hume? I'd
snub him tee with ail my beart if bie attempted te
be familiar. And I think it was .spiendid-just
splendid ef lier te be kind te Mr. Howard. Ifbe is
poor hoe has a reputation that will bear inspection,
and that is more than eaun be said of Hume." Cera
spoke hotly, and Laura feit quite a pride in ber
cooiness, as she replied,-"Well, I reallydenotsee
eneugh of the clerk, except in the.way cf tirade, te
know what hie je, but I de knew that Harold dresses
exquisitely, dances divinely, drives the meet beauti-
fui turneut, and presents the mest expensive flowers
in the city, and as long as 1 enjo>' the drives and
the ficwers, V'il net criticize the reputation."

Cora's eyes fiaahed and bier lips parted te speak,
when the tea-beil sounded, much te the relief of
Rose, who hnd been an unwilling listener to this
dispute between lier friends.
,,,Nestliug among the bills down whioh rune rnany
a silvery 8trenm, that tbreads its way te the lake,
stands the quiet littie town of L-. The broad
streets are shaded by trees whicb cast their shadows
far and. wide, and give the place that quaint old-
werld appeairance that becemesq it se welé Part>'
on this uvceuut, and partiy because cf the quietnesa
of tirade, iL hae been chrisitened, IlSleepy Jfolow'"

Its Higli Scbooi on Chestnut Street and the
College b>' the lake, have given the place the ire-
putation for learning that it lacks for tirade. Its
people are inclined te regard shightingly the deni.
zens cf the neighboring burgh cf 8-, which owes
its prospuarity te its sbîpping and commercial
schernes.

Our girls belong te ver>' different familiee. Lauira
is the oni>' daughiter cf Banker Morton, whe bas
Intel>' puircbased the eld Hickson mansion, and
lives in state there.

Rer father, when net engaged ab the bank, spends
mest cf fis time at bis club, and about ail ho really
knewsj of hie daughLir is that hier milliner's, dress-
maker's and scheol-bilîs aire remarkably large, In-
deed, judging by the said bills, sbe ougbt te be the
best dressed and the meet bigbiy educated girl in
town. Certainiy she is the meet exesvl>
dressed, but at echool she is surpassed b= an'of
humbler circumatances, but cf course lier father
knows nothing cf this.

Her ruother, xl leader of fashion. Ah! wbat dees
that conprebend? A woman whcse wholeend and.
aîm ie te. livo weil, te dress weil, i. e., botter than
ber neighbore, and te ha a shining ligbt in sociaL>'.
Her sole ambition fer bier daughter is that s mn>'
create a good impression in society and thon mnrry
well. Se between ber fatber'a business and her
mother's pleasure bier nmerai nature bas been wholly
neglected. la iL any wonder, then, that she should
express such views as we heard when apeaking to
Cern ?

Rose is aise an only cbild .. lier fatlier the meust
succesti! lawyer of the town, and ber mother a
lady in the truest sense cf the word, bave both done
ail ln tbeir pewer te shieid Rose from the thorns of
life. Botter for bier bnd she been allowed te figbt
bier own littie batties that abs migbt have gnined
atrongth for thc great batties that lie before ber.
Mnny n rose as tendon>' guarded as sbe, deprived cf
fathier and mether, bas" corne te grief through ber
ignorance cf the world.
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