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retouclits,, hie crases. But then they are tlie thousand blows o? the bam-
mer wbich impart to the forged object its formi and value. Tennyson
possesses instinctively the genins o? barmony o? words. 11e imnitates al
with bis verses, from the neigbing and galloping of steeds, the sharp dry
snap o? tlie guitar, the joyous vibration of belîs, the dying away of echoes,
tlie sougli o? tlie waves as tbey kiss the beach : ail the soands of living
nature, from the groaning tbunder to the cliirping of the grasshopper.

WHEREVER Spain lias truly dominated, she bas le? t manners stationary
and traditions antoucbed. This is more evident still in the mother
country itself, wliere Spaniards unite ahl the miseries to ail the grandeurs.
It is still f ull middle age in the Iberian Peniiîsula. The bouses are built
the samne as under Philippe Il., and the windows are protected witb rail-
ings o? the sanie model as during the domination of the Moors. But in tIe
past the manners of the people were in harmony witb its institutions ; now
tliat liarmony exists no more ; there is a permanent antagonism between
what Spaniards wish to be and what tbcy can be. So tbinkcs M. Quesnel.
It is not in sitting under the orange-trees at Cadiz, or the laurel roses o?
Seville, that Spain can bie known. The towns everywhere are at ahl times
an imperfect mirror o? a îîation's social life. A truer test is to mix among
the agricultural population, the artisan and the small-proprietor classes o?
the provinces. Again, it is very difficult to appreciate the history o? a
people where changes are s0 sudden, and revolutions, coups d'état and resto-
rations succeed. withoat end-and witbout reason: wbere events mardi as
rapidly and as irregularly as a drama by Lope de Vega.

Spain is not a kingdom, but a coînbination of several provinces
slenderly roped together and full o? dislikes and jealousies. Neither is

Madrid a capital in the sense of other capitals; it is one o? the Spains
witbin Spain, a centre for intrigues, place-bunters and adventurers in every
walk and grade of life, and from ail parts o? the provinces. Pleasure,
smoking, and making love are the chie? businesses in Spain, Every
Spaniard who lias neither Jewish nor Moorish blood in bis veins is an

hidalgo ; bence wby the shepherds o? Catalonia are 50 proud o? their birtb.

It explains also why the Andalusians are s0 proud, wbere the bumblest

peasant or miner, wben hoe lias bis sloucbed bat cocked over one car and
bis laja, or red silk scarf, round bis waist, feels bimsel? to lie a prince. If

bie met a lady lie would, like a Raleighi, spread bis mantle on the ground
for bier feet.

The Spaniard's contempt for life makes him a brave soldier, but a cruel,
pitiless man. Hie is cruel towards animnaIs from biis cradle ; hoe will- o? ten

bite the ears o? bis mule, or prick it witli lis stiletto, if it gets stubborn.

lie replies, Il they are not Cliristian,'-ifo son Cristiaznos. It was this

spirit mnade Sefior burn Jews and beretics. The Spaniards are a brave

people, but paradoxical ; tic imimortal type of Don Quixote lives in them

sitili. The most constant preoccupation o? the labourer and the artisan is

to escape the conscription ; but once soldiers tbey are brave. Few Spanisi

women know bow to write correctly; but tbey make good mothers and

faitbul wîves: are so brave, so good-bumoared and merry, that look but in

their pretty laughing faces and you forget ail defects.

M. JARNIlTAL, in bis account of the Coreans, states the inhabitants

ignore umbrellas ; but, in order to preserve their wovcn bair bats froni the
rain, tliey wear a bood umbrella wîthout bandle, mnade of oiled paper. it

Opens over the bat, and is kept iii position by strings. Thc shower past,

the wearer puts the folded hood Up bis sleeve or into bis boot. The

Corcans, the author says, were the discoverers o? the famous Chinia ink

and also of a special paper, iargely employeci in the East, called Il Corean."

This paper is also made into waterproof garments, and owes its quality O?

IraPermeability to a liquid -obtained from an unknown plant in the interior

O? the country. Before a man ffiarries, bis mother visits lis intended to

ascertain that slie is neither old, blind, hurnpbacked or crippled.' The

fiancée presents a suit o? clothes to bier betrothed , i ohreaie
themn mina tely, and, if she secs tbey are wcll stitched, conclades the girl will

raake a good wife.

FRkNCE endows a scbool at Athens, as she does at Rome, to whidli she

Senids tic best prize pupils o? bier lyccumns to finish their artistic or literary

Studies. That at Athens bias paid at least, as it gave the world "lGrèce

Conte mpo raine," tie masterwork o? a once student, Edmond About. 11e

itiPressed on the imagination that 0-reece, since it was snatcbed ?rom.

Turkey as a brand from the burning, bad becoîne simply tic beadquarters of

bandit to tak temnyote fe of those travellers who repaired to

that classic land, impelled by tîjeir classical reminiscences. The more

roada were opened up, About binted, thc greater the facilities afforded to the

ban1dits to operate. M. Bikelos lias publislied " De Nicopolis à Olympie,"

a collection of letters written on Greece of to-daýy. It is the answer, by

facts, to About's iimaginings. Hie states ail is cianged ; the voyager ini

travelling tbrough the Kingdom o? (}reece. bas no0 want now o? an cscort;

brigands bave disappeared ; the country is as safti as the boulevards of

Paris. Greece is even adopting Englisb fashions of dress. More impor-

tant: the Athenians have rchinquished their day-dra ?psesfgCn

8t5antinople; the modern sevn ags of Greece no longer cberish the

ebilnera of another Greek empire, witb Byzantiim for capital. TIat saîd,

the author deînands froin Europe ail the aid science, commerce and good

Sense can accordl, so as to enable bier to take bier modest rank among the

nations, not of the East, but o? the West.

IN the novels of Balzac and bis dicil Zola, altbough tbey lie terribly

~tuffY," tbey are laid down on so mnethodic uines and unfol. ded wiith sach

clearness that the reader is neyer fatigued. The contrary is just thie case

with the reigning sensational nove1 , "eLe Guerre et la Paix," by Tolstoï, a

lasian. Haîf of the first volume is a labyrintbi, the wbole tlîree are a

tax on your mena poes yet, sucli is the attraction O? the united

incidents that you caninot throw the work aside. SicBazconbs

neyer seen so many distinctly marked and original visages. Who or what
are they i You feel tbey are real, only you have neyer en)countered them.
They are ail types of Russian society, aristocratic aîîd democratic, movirîg
in different orbits. The draina is Russian society in Peace ; later, War,
in reslsting Napoleon's invasion. The scene is laid at Moscow. The
Invasion of Russia by Napoleon was neyer better dramatizGd; neyer was
the terrible Retreat more vividly portrayed. ZERO.

THE BJRII 0F WORLDS.

THE new star in Andromeda lias been popularly regarded as probably a new
world. This, whatever chic it inay be, it assuredly is not. Stars are of
course nlot worlds, whether they be new or teînporary or simply variable.
The idea, gains ground steadily th-at ail so-called niew stars were but variable
stars, witlî a sornewhat exceptional range of variation, and probably of very
long, period. If the star Mira or Wonderful, in the constellation Cetus,
were se situated that when at its faintest it was visible as a third-ilnagnitude
star, it would outshine ail the stars in the heavens whien at its enaximnum
of splendour. So would Eta Argîts, and so also would the so-called new
star in the Northcrn Crown. Indeed, if we regard the nebula in Andro-
niedla as lying further away than the faintest star visible to the naked eye,
then, were we brought so mach nearer that its distance was only that of a
first-magnitude star, the nova stella (probably but a stella inutabilis) which
shone out recently in its midst would have been resplendently visible
instead of needing a telescope for its detection.

Neither this star, nor any other new, variable, or temporary star ever
observed, can be said to have thrown the least liglit on the birth of worlds.
Certainly, if the nehular hypothesis of Laplace represe.nts the reai way in
which solar systems are formed, no new star bas thrown lighit upon that
process, or possibly can. For the process imagined by Liplace irivolved no
catastrophes. It was a steadily acting process, rather leaving nebulous
rings behind than tbrowitig thein off as commonly supposed; the rings
separated into parts as they 4hranik longitudinally by a gentle movement,
and the various fragments coaIesced rather than collided, for they were ail
travelling the sanie way round ; in fine, Laplace imaginied no flerce conflict
of matter with inatter such as the sudden outburst of splendour in what we
caîl a new star nlecessarily implies.

It niight bie well, bowever, if the interest excited by the new star,
though it inay throw fno new light on Laplace's hypothesis, slîould direct
some degree of attention to the very remarkable defects whicli any astron-
orner who knows aught of physies, or any physicist wlîo knows much of
astronomny, cannot fail to, recognize in that remarkablc speculation.
Attracted by the efective way in which seine features of our solar system,
for which the theory of gravitation cannot account, appear to be explained
by Laplace's hypothesis, rnany astronorners overlook the startlingy dîticulty
which Laplace overleaped at the outset. On tbe other hand, many physi-
cists are unaware that the hypothesis started from what, with the know-
ledge of physie obtained since Laplace's time, is seen at once to lie an
absolute impossibulity ;they know only that a number of astronomical facts
appear to require somne such theory ;- of the details which are also required
(but which a physicist at once sees to be quite impossible) they know little.

Let us consider how the theory of Laplace was suggested and what the
theory required. We inay take, as an example of what Laplace could and
could not do, that masterpiece of inathemnatical analysis, his inquiry into
the stability of Saturn's ring-system ; here the mathematical work was
almost perfect, and the conîclusion, that the rings miust be nlarrow and
eccentrically weiglited, was demonstrably rigbt, on the assumed premisses;
but these promîisses were erroneous. A knowledge of physical laws such as
Laplace could not have, but such as miany boys in our tiinc have
acquired, would have shown Laplace that the riangs of Saturni could not lie
wliat lie assumed them (quite uniquestioningly) to be at the very outset of
bis inquiry. Solid rings on the scale of the Saturnian systeni could no0
more remnai 'i unliroken under the forces to wbich they are subjected than
a model of the Menai Bridge, perfect in ail other respect§, but on such a
scale as to span 100 miles, could bear its own weîght. In this case, where
not a theory, but a iagnificent calculation of bis, wvas in question, science
bias flot hesitated to set CLaplace's conclusions aiaide, because of the falsity
of lis assuiptions, adopting, instead, the results whicb Maxwell Clerk,
Pierce, the Bonids and otiiers have established-viz., that the Saturnian

rings consist of myriads of tiny satellites, like sands on the sea-sliore for
multitude. But, strangely enough, in the case of lis far-famed hypothesis
of the birtli of worlds, which starts froin a siîmîlar, or rather froin a mucb
more monstrous ruistake (very natural, though, iii Laplace's time), science

lias scarcely even questioned bis resuits, far less examined bis initial
assuinptions.

The facts wbicli the îîebular bypothesis of Laplace was intended to
explain are simply these: The planets travel the saine way round, and in

nearly tlie samne plane. The central sun turns the saine way on its axip1

so do ail the planets wbose rotation bas been observed; aIl the moons travel

round their ruling planets the sarne way-except the moons of Uranus and

tlie moon of Neptune ; and tliese bodies, travelling as tbey do at the very

outskir'ts of our systern, miay be regarded as baving, perbaps, been exposed

to disturbing influences affecting, in their case, the action of tbe laws,
whatcver they were, whicli gave tbese features of uniformity to our solar

systeni. Laplace suggested, asa h ypothesis which seemed to bim to resait

froui these features, that the wbole mass of matter out of wbich the solar

system was formed was once an immense disc, extending beyond the path

of the remotest planet now known, and rotating as one gigantic whoîe.

Granting only this assumptioli, and starting from it, ail tlie features of the

solar systemi mexitioned above would follow. The ring would gradually
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