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virtual prohibition of the purchase of .cheap
Russian grain to supply the d.eﬁclenc?'-
The people must be short-sighted. indeed if
they fail to draw some useful mfe.rences.
At the base of the whole difficulty in Eur.
ope a8 in America is Lthe strange thing thut
the buyer ccnfers a favour upon the seller,
and that it is less to a mwan’s advantage to
purchase wkat he needs than to sell what
he does not need, on advantageous terms,

Those who think that Canadian Inde-
pendence is a more desirable goal to be set
before the minds of young Canadians than
permanent colonialism, which is about all
that could really be attained under any
possible scheme of Imperial Federation, or
political union with the United States,
have much cause Just now, to exclaim,
“Save us from cur friends!” Anything
more unfortunate for them, or hetter
adapted to bring their views into discredit,
than the advocacy of Mr. Honore Mercier,
it would not be easy to imagine,
thing could add to the misfortune of baving
an ex-Premier with so Unsavory a record
constitute himself champion of the move.
ment, it would be the selection of the
United States as the place in which to
push the propaganda. By far the most
effective argument that has been uscd
against independence as an ultimate aim
for Canadian patriotism and statesmanship,
is the belief entertained by 8o many per.

sons that independence must of
end in annexation,

If any.

hecessity
For our own part, we
are much more inclined o regard independ-

ence, 83 a present aspiration ang an ulti-
wate aim, as the mogt effcctive safeguard
against any incipient tendency towardg
political union with the neighbouring Re-
public. To have g movement in the
direction of independence

altempted, by one whose pas
the Premier of g Canadian Pro
8ay the least, failed to place
and Bincerity above suspicion, i
To have such a leader, self.ap
mence his campaign to
international boundary,
most effective means whi
devised to bring it int,
outset, If Mr, Mercier chooses to pose ag
the champion of Canadian Independence,
no one has power or right to hinder him
from doing as he will. Byt those who
intelligently desire to see the ctange
effected in honour and good will; at the
proper moment, will unite in crying out,
“ Not with such champions.” When the
change comes, it must take place with the
full consent and hearty sympathy of the
Mother Ceuntry. The friendship of the
United States wil] always be desirable, but
to invoke foreign sympathy, as if for the
oppressed escaping frcm a house of bond.
age, i3 to put all friends of indeperdence

in a false position which they will re-
fuse to occupy,
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t history ag
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Among the many changed and changing
conditions which add to the intricacies of
Present day social and industrial problems,
the increase of competition consequent
upon the increase of population is not al-
ways sufficently taken into the account.
We sometimes read dissertations in which
the results of a certain economic system are
compared with those of that which it may
have superseded, no account being made
of the fact that there are now half-a-dozen
competitors for the given employmer.t
when there used to be but two or three.
Without attempting any general discussion
of the way in which the great economic
questions of the day are complicatcd by the
ever-increasing numbers of those who are
struggling for the means of subsistence, a
discussion for which our space is wholly in-
adequate, we may mention a single case
by way of illustrating how the fact referred
to adds to the perplexities of the student of
sociological problems, We hear many
warm denunications of the “sweating” pro-
cesges, which are the means by which the
marvellously cheap clcthing  and other

articles in common use are produced. In

80 far as this ‘““sweating ” is the outcome

of the heaitlessness and greed of the middle-
man who coing money out of the necessities
of the poor, by compelling them to work at
starvation wages for hig enrichment,

no
terms of condemnation can be too strong.
The man, be he middleman or mjl.
lionaire,

who grinds the faces of the
poor by appropriating more than his right-
ful share of the products of their toil ig a
rcbber and a murderer,  If any legitimate
pressure can be brought to kLear to compel
him to disgorge his unjust gains, or to pay
labour its righiful due, every good man
and woman should aid in applying such
pressure, at whatever cost, whether of
higher goods or of personal inconvenience,

But when we are taught to regard the
goods manafactured by cheap labour, ag
accursed, and to refuse to purchage them,
or to patronize the mammoth shops which
8re supposed to deal in them, we are con-
strained to stop and ask questions. Dread.
ful as it is for the poor needlewoman in the
east end of London to be forced to work
like a slave for thrce half pence an hour,
would be still more terrible for her ta
deprived of an opportunity to work at
Most of us would prefer, for reasons which
we reed not stop to enalyze, life sustained
on the plairest focd and under the hardest
conditions to absolute starvation. There
is som. thing very pitiful and tragic in the
distrust with which the poor
cking out a miserable subsist,
gard the well.meant « fforts of
to punish their cmployers,
poiLt of view, a doubtful cl

their poor means of livelih
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It is but the operation of the simplest
economic law which brings it about that
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The leading place in the CM;ZOI‘ "
azine for August is given t.'JO i (oS wl}
in which, with some a.billthJ ' vﬂaﬂh{;
somewhat faulty rhetoric, Mr. ;on m
C.E, defends Sir John Thomp o g
critics, It is fair to B“Ppo,tes else o
O’Hanly knows whereof he ¥ r:’E“ d hie
should 'have been dispOBed -t(:hni ) IF .
article as a tilt against & W‘:‘o aundt‘:l’ic
certainly no compliment 560 u -
politics to essay a formal delens aving o
man against such charges 8 - nsthe
braced Roman Catholicism 8% eco®® 1o
political preferment, or hﬂ"mginee f o
tool of Jesuitism, the .110“1‘1 - detb"
Roman Catholics, and the-l" a Xn“y t0 w0
laid plot to hand over tt.us c(:)d enol t‘lb s
Pope, etc. Any stick is g"_bh snd ¥
beat a political opponent Wi rg’u“’enw’eeﬂ
quite likely that all these AF&" et
substitutes for arguments, ¢be e
used on occasion by members 0 er #
tion.  But Mr. O'Hanly's PP,
judge from internal eVld‘:‘ie'
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Was, we suppose, when even last a8 pf‘tho
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