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tary duty cf Engiand te withstand certain weli-knewn
pretensions cf theý Court cf Saint Petersburg, and te mani-
fesi cordial sympathy with the aspiration cf young and
grewing commurities for eniarged freedom and increased
civilization. Almcst cquaily interestîng will lie the dis-
ciosure cf the endeavours, cquaily persistent and equaliy
vain, made by Prince Bismarck te dîvert thc ambition of
iRussia, whlly from Europe te Central Asia. Wîether
it weuld have been wise, lad it been possible, te enter inte
an explicit alliance with Germiany, Anstria, and Italy,
wlereby, tlanks te tle assistance promiscd by us te tIen
in Europe, we shouid have obtained an engagement from
then te cobperate witl us in the event cf our being assailed
liy Russia in Asia, is an interesting but a disputable natter.
But our constitution practicaily preciudes the Government
from signing any sudh agreement. But the nature and
force cf things is more v'aiuable, more cogent, and more
valid than any written treaty ; and no man whe under-
stands the situation can doubu on whidli side tlie sympa-
thies and the- swcrd cf Engiand 'vouici perforce be, in the
event cf Russia seeking te mnake good its dlaims in tle
Balkan Peninsula, or cf France attempting te expunge
Italy from the iist cf Mediterranean Powers.

The strengtliening cf cur own navy is a circunstance
net te bcliost siglt cf by those who wish te coliplete for
ilemseives tIe survey 've have aîtempted te mnake.

To predict thie advent cf war ibis year would lie gratu-
iteus feiiy. Net te conlenplate it as a possihility, and a
net uniikeiy possibiliîy, would lie equally fatueus. Whai
an unspeakabie confort it is, in sucli anxicus circuin-
stances, te know that or affairs are in the hands, not cf
cesmopolitan sentimentalisîs, but of statesmen 'vIe are, at
oue and the same tine, practical men and patriots.

TENNYSON AND POLITICS.

J UST as we look througah the conpleted works of a peet in
erder te get scîne due te bis gent-rai vit-W cf Society, se

aise, with many peets at ieast, il becoînes necessary te
ascertain their view cf the larger movemients cf life wbich
go under thie name of politics. Xitbl sonie poets only
because sons cf thc greatesi peets have worked so pureiy
in the regien cf imagination that no outieck upon the con-
mon werld las beenC possible or permitted te tlem. Keats
was Oe eof ilose who lived in a world npart, and tc wliom
poetry was a divine seclusien, 'vhicl

Stili will keepA bower quiet for u 1 n a sleep
Ëuil of 13weetdireatius, aid health, and quiet breathing.

Wordsworth, laviag once rcneunced tlic grcat bopes with
whicl the French Reveuion had filled lîiî, definiteiy
turned aside fron politics, and, save by an occasionni word
or stanza, displayed ne further intcrcst in them. But te
Tennyson helengs anoîler cast of ulought. Very early in
his career ho, was atîracted liy the greai politicai nove-
monts cf Europe, and the fascination cf politics las neyer
left lin. XV, have, iherefore, in lis writings n cluster cf
posma, and many touches cf allusion and sentiment, whicl
reveal a general attitude toward politica. h 'vilI ho inter-
ebting te examine tut-se poeMs.

In the firi place, ne reaier cf Tennyson can miss the
note cf patrieîism which ho perpeîualiy sounda. lHe las a
deep and gon1uine love cf lis ceuntry, a pride in the
achievenents cf the pasi, a confidence in thc greatness cf
the future. And, a we have aiready scen, this sense cf
patriotisîn ainost, reaches insulariîy cf view. Hloks
eut upon the large world witl a gentie conniseration, and
surveys its un-Englisl habits and constitution with sympa-
tîctiaccoittempt. The patriotism of Tenanyson is sober
ratIer than glowing ; it is neditative rather than eathusi-
astic. Occasionaliy, indecd, his 'vords catch ire, and the
verse leaps onward witl a sound of triumph, as in sud a
poee as The Charge ol thte Light Brigade, or ini sud a
glerieus ballad as the story cf tIheJevenge. Neither cf
tIsse poees is likeiy te perieli until the giory cf the nation
perishes, and ber deeda cf a splendid and chivaircus past
Sink into an oblivion wich oniy shaneful ccwardice can
bring upen 1er. But as a raie Teanyson's patriotian 18

nota coniagieus and iuspiring patrictisîn. It is neditative,
philosophic, self-conplaceîit. It rejoices in the infailibility
cf the English judgwieat, the eternal securîty of English
institutions, thc perfection cf Engliali forins cf government.
This is his description cf Eagland

It is the land that freenen tili,
Thtt sober-sujted Ireedoyn chose-
The land wvi.ere, giru with friends or foes,

A man xnay speak the thing ho 'iii;

A land cf settied government,
A land of just and old renoivn,
Where Freedoio sloMvy broadens down

Fron precedent te precedent:

Where faction seld,n galbers head,
But by degrees to f ulness wrought,
The strength cf sons diffusive thought

Hath lune and space to work and spread.

In these verses we have the gist of Tennysofl's general
view cf Eagisl political iife. Freedon i8 net te lin a
radiant spirit, flooding the worid 'itl a divine splendeur;
Rer a revoîutionary spirit, meving threugl the iluaders cf
'var, 'vIose habitation is cloud, and amoke, and the thîck
darkness; nor a Cod-iike spirit, putting tle trumpet te
bis inouil, and sounding the divine battis cail, wicl
vibrates througl the heari cf tle sleeping nations and
wakens thein te vicîcricus endeaveur; it is Ilsoler-suited
Freedom,"' a Ildiffusive thougît," a scientific growth
evolving itsf through long ages cf patient struggie, a
leritage only won by patience, and only kepi bY sobriety
Of judgment and mutual compromis.. Freed m in deed

makes Ilbrighi aur days and iigbt our dreans," but sIc
aise stands disdainfully aloof from ever-mucl contact witî
common nen,

Turning to scoril with lips divine
The falî3ehood of extremnes.

0f thie faisehood cf exircînes Tennyson is keeniy conscieus.
His pbilosophic insight perceives thc peril, and holds hina
liack frein any uîîîegulated entlusieste. TIers is no aban-
donnent about lis patriotisin. lu is tle ceci and scholastic
patriotism cf the meralist, net the ardent patrietisn cf the
man standing in the full strean of action and noving 'vith
it. And for this reason it lacks vigour, and it ioes net
inspire men 'vith aay real warntli. There is his in
Tenaysoa's patriotisn tînt could feed the flanc cf spiritual
ardour in a tino 'vien men actually lad te fight and dis
for liberty. It is retrespective; it giids thc past with a
reined glory, but it dees net inrtuld thc preseni. Ihimin
mortalizes tle work of the fathers,

The single note
From thâlt deep 'ch'or'whicdt IHampden siote
WVill vibrate to the doon-

but if the work of Hampden had te lie donce ver again 'vs
shouid scarceiy look te Tennyson for encouragement; and
wlien the new Roundleads "bnumned a sonlyM hymu " nnd
'vent ouite baille, 'vo are pretiy sure Tennyson would be
fouad 'itl thc king's armies, and wcuid blie e ccepted
laureate of the ancieni order.

Tliers is ne doubt roon for this species cf patriotistu,
and it is certainly a net unpopular species. It is the
patrielisn cf the weil-bred and cultured classes, of ils
merdhant 'vIo las made lis fortune, tle aristocrat 'vIe îives
in feudai security, île student or speciaiist cf hf e whose
mont-y is safely invested in thc funds, and brings in ils
unevenîf ul dividends. Nothiag is more commen ilari the
praise cf Englisl institutions liy mean'vIe have an imper-
feci synîpathy %vith the processes liy which iley bave cons
te bie. It is the cant of after-dinner speeches, the infailible
noie 'viich always 'vakens ihunders cf appinuse for tle
utterances cf cîîerwise indifferetit speakers. Non can 'vo
be surpriscd ai the popularity cf this kind of pairietism.
i produces a gentle stimulating warnll cf self -coîplacency

whicl is very plensant to the average Englishiman. h
tells limaiît le mosi loves te lear, ihat upon île 'vIcie
ho posses'ses tle nmoncpoly cf political wisdotn, and bolda
the paient for tht- caiy perfect form of political govern-
ment. But 'vs usualiy tind in thiis species cf paîriotisn a
very deficieni sense cf present needs as ccnpared 'vith
pasu giories. And îlot is pro eminently true of Tennyson.
Wlien le is lirougli face to face 'ilI thc actutal conditions
cf modern poiiticiil life, le recoils in aagry dismay. ht is
co thing te praise the British constitution in îleory, it is
quite another te approve il iin faci. The spirit cf Fret-don
'vIn noves in tIe ihick turmoil of presont affaira is any-
thing but Il sober-suiled." The phrase, 'l sober-suited
Freedon," mny admirably describo a Freeden 'vIe Ia
leen tmmcd and doaîeslicaied, but it does net describe tls
spirit cf liberty wlicl actuaiiy worked in the fiery clan-
gour cf tle Etiglisl civil wars, or ils Prendh Revolution,
or 'vIe noves in the bot parliamentary encouiera of
to-day. Boîl tIers and bore, thon and now, Freedom is
tle radiant and consiraining spirit, inspiring stonny
impulses and emotions, tranpiing on ancietît wnongs, over
busy and neyer resîing, carrying on ths continuai war fer
the 1tigi8and heritages of man. WIen that actual reniity
cf 'vInt Freedon means is grasped, tle mers canneisseurs
cf a tains and domcsticated Freedoin, adapîed te bouse-
hld uses, aiways fali bnck alarined, and repudiate Freedon
in1 sonething like dismay. Tennyson does net do tbis
aitogethor, but tbe recoil is neveriheleas evideut. He foars
"l e any-headod beast,'" the people. Hie distrusîs their
instincts and impulses. Their ides, cf liberty is not

That sober freedom, eut et which tIare isprings
Our loyal passion for cer teimperate kings.

Thé pulse cf île democracy throlis toc fast for him, and
liberty noves 'itî an undigaified breadtl cf strido in ilese
medern days. 1-ls contempi for inade breaks oui ai svery
pore, and le tîaniks God 11 wc are not coiton-spinnsi.s ail."
And se it happons iliat while ne posi bas lad a keoner
palnîioic scuse cf the greatnesa cf the pasi cf Engiand, yei
Tennyson usuaily fails te symupathise 'itl tls modemn
spirit, or te recognizo tle rt-ai moral groatness cf île
modemn England. We iasiinctively feel tînt le distruats
ils age, and is afraid cf thc grewth cf popular liberty.
TIens was a grreat Enigland once, but that was long ago:
over the Engl1nand cf te day, tee frequently in Tennysou's
vision, tic darknes.9 cf decadence gathers, and ths werk cf
sïlow disruption and decay is ilreniening, even if it lie not
alrcady comnnenced.-

Oas resait cf ihia phîilosophie and isnpsrcd patrietisn
in Tenînyson is tînt le naiuraily las litile sympatîy 'vith
forlorn bopesanad unpopuinr causes. The mon wbo fail,
ils grent eager-hasty spirits cf bumnity 'vIe flinig then-
selves witb noble impulsivenesscail tIe spears cf custon,
and gather the cruel sîsafi into their hearta, (do not fasci-
nat(-,lin. Ho doca tmot scethe noble aide cf failurs, the
quickeaing viiality of a iras impulse, even thougl it lie
nîisgaidsd, and. fail 'vIchy cf attainnmeni. Thc steady
growil cf consîitutionni liberty, Ilbnondcniug siowiy dcwn
f rom precedent te precedeni, " always rcspecting precedent,
nover faiiing in a proper loyaiiy te the reigning classes, is
a drana on whicb le can brood wiih sober picasure ; but
the angry uprising cf ils multitude te 'vbon tle biter
yoke can ne longer le made toierabie dees net tîrill or
inspire li.- W. J. Dawson in Great Thought8.

FOUR îhings came not back-the spoken word, the sped
arr ow, tle pasi life, tle neglecied opportuiy.-Hageit.

READINGS FR031 CURRL'NT MITERA TURE.

GENIlS AND PHYSICAL 1HEALTII.
Perfect mental and perfect phjysical healtli are perhaps

necessary concomitants; but the evidence of biographical re-
cords leave no doubt that abnormal (and especially Oe-
sided) mental preeminence is compatible with ail sorts of
phykiical inirmities-occasiônally eveni with cerebral dis,
orders. CJromwell and Dr. Johiiiton of ten passed weeks in
a state of mental despondeîicy bordering on despair. In
the case of Swift, Tasso, and Cowper, that dispobition ho-
came chronic. Itousseau's eccentricities justified the sus-
picion of madness. Lord Byron's best friends pronounced
him unit for the duties of doiuestic life. Saint Simon
was subject to fits of hypochondria, whicli at iast drove him
to suicide. Fourrier, Swedenborg, Luther, and Dr. Zim-
merman were troubled withi bewildering visions. J u îus
Coeiar was mubject to epileptie lits. Newton, Patcal,
Auguste Comte, Albertus Magnus, an d Cardait. had perieids
of mental aberration that terrified thoir friendit with doubta
of their mental sanity. IRîch(Ilieu suffered fron halluci-
nations as strange as that of Nebucliadnezzar; I lie would
fancy himseif a horse and prance round the billiard-table
neîghing, kicking out at bis servants, aind making a great
noise, until, exliausted by fatiuueho suffored himiself to be
put to bcd and well covered up. On awakening, hie remem-
bered nothing that bad passt.d." Peter the Great was
eccentric to a degree that wouid have doomed any other man
to the insane asylum. Charles Xi[, of Sweden, Felix Sylla,
Mohammed the second, Hlaroun AI Rahoiid, Alexander the
Great, and Sultan Bajazet were sultject te lits of uncon-
troilable rage. So were Dr. Franîcia and the poet Landor.
Mozart died of water on the brain; Beethoven was mor-
bidly sensitive and eccentrie; Moliere was liable te cata-
leptic fits; Chateaubriand to attack8 of the darkest melan-
choly; George Sand to suicidai temptations. Chatterton,
Gilbert, and probably Rousseau yielded te that temptatien.
Alfred de Musset and Poe died a drunkard's death, and
Donizetti ended his days in a inad lieuse.

Yet ail these examples seemied te coninuir Schopenlauer's
theory rather than the hypothe8is of Dr, Moreau, wle held
that genius is merely ant incidentai symptoin of nervous
disorder-"1 a mere allotropie formi of that abnormal con-
dition of the nervous centres which elsewliere manifesta
itse1f as epilepsy, monornania, or idiocy-tlîe physiolegical
histery of idiots being, ini a multitude cf particulars, the
sane as that of thc înajerityof men of genîus, and vice
versa."

That strange assertion wouid be suffilcientiy refuted by
the frequent concomitants cf nervous disorders and the
most commooplace intellectual mediocrity, but aise by the
still more frequent contrast in the hereditary antecedents
of idiocy and genius. Iiotbecility cau nearly aiways be
traced t0 an ancestral taint cf mental unsoundness or vice,
whiie genius springti as often fron a lineage of health and
plysical vigour. Queen Christina's and Marshal Saxe'&
fathers wcre staiwart kings. Gothe's and Sohlier's, rohust
burghers of censervative habits. Se were Napoieon's,
Mozart'g, lleine's, Schepenhiauer's, Fi-rtkliln's, Galiieo's,
Halier's, l{crschel's, Newton's, Jantes Watt's, Miite)n'S,
Beranger's, Beethoven's; and Vandyck's, Buniýen's, Burns',
and Cariyle'B parents were lonest peasants. Lessing's and
Add ison's were sm pi e cou rîtry parsens. Scliopenhauer'sview
is stilfurther supported by the genealogical infecundity
ef genius. Net oneU cf a hundred great statesmien, pesta,
or philosophera, has transi-nitted lis talents te lis oflspring.
-open Court

ANEcDOTES OF GORDON.

To many ef those iatcly servin)g in the Soudan the foi-
iewing anecdotes Of the late Gent-rai Gordon, which have
camte te eur kne'wledge frein a tlioroughiy authientiec aQurce,
wili, wc trust, lie a bour-ce cf pli asure. That they are net
generaily knewn 'vs fec-l certain ; but their autbienticity
'viii, 'v are equaiiy poFitive, bear the strîctest investiga-
tien, for aur information lias been derived frùm a gentle-
man who at ane time served under Gordon at ]Khartoum in
a very responsibie position. When Gor don 'vas appointod
Governor-G eneral cf the Soudait he pî'eceedt'd te Khartoum
te lie instaiicd as the reprteentative of the Khiedive. The
emirs and people bad ficcked ini front the surrounding dis-
tricts to lie present at the cereînony, and one and all
expected that the new potentate wouid, on the occaien cf'
bis first entering upen bis dîîtivî',nike, according te cus-
tem, a higli flown and hyîïerbolic speech ; but, te the
surprise cf ail a8sexnbhd, Gordon, after takiDg the usual
aath, mereiy said to thecerowd cf sheiklis and chiefs 'vIe
thircnged tle palace, in his usual quiet and, wc might lie
aimost justified ii saying, quaiit inannt r, IlDv ts h elp
ef God 1 will hoid the balance it-vel." Te those 'vIe know
Gordon and bis peculiar type cf eharacter, this utterance
'viilis perfectly intelligible. Cordon 'vas very fond cf
visiting the difft-rent provinees cf his eniormous principa-
iity, and as aftcn as net used a Ildababeyah," or Nule
lient, as a means cf conveyance. On oesof tIsse excur-
sions Gordon, as was bis xvont, was waiking alortg the
banik vth a smail escort cf two or three Egyptian soldiers
and a few European officers. Suddeniy a nuaiber cf armed
Araba 'vers described rut-bing towards the par ty. Gordon
'vas a few yards in advance cf bis followers, and seeing
that ail means cf escape was out off lie dslilitrateiy aimed
ai tls leading Aral) îiîh his rifle and fired. The shet
inissed, and Gordon ired his second biarre], but with the
saine resuli. TIe Arab 'vas within twenty yards of himt
whon one of bis Egyptian escori kneit down and dropped
the fanatic. The soldier gel Up 'veil pleased with hitn-,
self, and expected, semewhat naturally we- mugt contesu,
to receivo soute meed cf praise freinthe Governor-Genera.
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