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0f Christmas music-that il music distinctly suited to Christmas pur-
PO5es-there il nlot very much, though wh at there is is of the most inspired
Hdesin The incomparable grandeur of the Christmas portions of

'l'e' lMessiah" cannot be over rated. There bas neyer been anything toCompare with the tremulous symphony of the recitative, "lAnd Suddenly,"and the manner in1 whc the full chord of Il Glory to God in the llighest"
hurat upon, the ear of the listener as the angelic vision itself may have burst
Upon t1he eyes of the awe-struck shepherds. Year after year our choirmasters,

111in invain for any novelty that shall commend itself worthily to thetatsand emotions of Christmas congregations, Ilturn on " the familiarexcerpts from the IlMessiah "-that most religiously conceived of ail the
Oratorios. Nor can the most advanced choirmaster find, after the mostlitiring and thorougli researchi, any Christmas Hymn Tunes as gloriously

appoprateas Hark, the Herald Angels sing," composed, as few people
k IOW, bY Mendelssohn, and the fine broad harmonies of 'l Adeste Fideles,"a direct bequest from, the Roman Catholic Church. Bach's "Christmas
Oratorio,> a portion of Mendelssohn's "lChristus, and IlNdel " by Camille
Saint Saëns almost close the list of representative works belonging more
Particularîy to this season. patccr lae bu

iTane Savoy Opera il, according to latesth pa reival ofupernaborat
SIehtin the mnelo-dramatic vein, iharvalosuenta.busiess, No one seems to know yet for a certainty whether the scene of the

Piece is laid in Egypt or no ; but f rom the fact that the first act passes in
a SeapO.t village, we imagine the American reporter to be out for once. The
Cotumes of the chorus alone wilI cost £1,800, and the date of the piece is
r810. ofth Public may at least depend upon another charming work, the

rutoftat unique collaboration which it is a privilege to witness and
tejoy irathu' "lGolden Legend " scored the greatest success of ahl
the n aive works at the recent Leeds Festival, and contains somne of

th OPser' best work. We understand this beautiful work is to be
erforred in due season before a Toronto audience, through the untirifg
eergy Of Mr. Torrington.
.Oe the lOth January in the Pavilion Music Hall will be given a Grand
aettaneous Concert, at which the ever-admirable and fascinating Mdme.

aarnosd Miss Agnes Huntington, the charming contralto, who created
faorable an impression at last year's Musical Festival, will appear.Obel features of this attractive programme will appear shortly.

SpEClÂL Christmas services will be held this week in the Cathedra], the
etroPOlitan, and other important churches.

SoTuII event Of the week lias been the first concert of the Toronto Vocal

OC -ley inder the able conductorship of Mr. W. Elliott Haslam, which
gsliVený Monday, the 2Oth inst., before the brilliant audience that

h alY attends tho-se charming concerts. Mr. Haslam's excellent training
rne ed xcellent fruit;- the part-sirging of his well-balanced choir being

enuncI5 irable, light and shade being distinctly marked, and a purity of
lders't' testifying to bis abilities as a voice traîner. This, as we

r dit , is Mr. 1-aslaîn's specialty, and he deserves the very greatest
crîtic5 i or haýving persevered in this end se far as to present to a highly
Miondall.dience such refined effects as those observable in the concert of

iUber -ntht. The Il Chimes of Oberwesel " proved a light and popular
'tar j O wha hae," the Il Phantom Chorus," and Henry Smart's

n1155  0fte tmmer Night " were also deservedly favourite items. 0f
recordh singing much was expected, and it is a pleasure to be able to
Engîi5  atf fe was disappointed. Her selections were mainly Old

hsv re ard ere given in a winning and simple style that mnay possibly
j0ti~al tthe minds of many concert-goers the charms of Parepa, that

the elIgis Singer. Mons. François Boucher, of Ottawa, who filled
y f thI Solo virtuoso on the occasion, surprisedl even the most critical

andi , earness of bis tone and perfect technique. In the IlRomance"
beyoti Aldante Religioso " he displayed those sympathetic qualities which,

n ale 5 other iflstrumentalists, should belonog to the violin virtuoso,
bravunra Olihtr though more difficult, selections bis rapid execution of
ren)ebbPassaes elciIe much applause. Mons. Boucher, it will be
the stud red 1s a Canadian, having pursued almost entirely in this country
the So y of that art which he SI adequately interprets. The President of
tous OcletY, Mr. Jas. Kerr, made in the course of the evening a few felici-

rf t hke referring to, the performance of what must be considered te
t ePeat v"eninb- Mendelh,' setting of the 48th Psalm, which will

0 udi nta aly date. This number made a great impression upon
'ork .e"'c, and gave the Society opportunity of displaying their best

Society .h8 proisraine were well designed, and the appearance of the
0ortl 0 blue atadie the1 ladies beinre costumed in white, with sashes of

blueandcrimon.SERANUS.
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