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town. But Parnell has passed,' and ive must hasten up-toxvn to have anotl
view of the procession. Teddy gives' the orders teo One-ninet>' nine, and
drive rapidl>' up the dark, squalid street, then along William, past Clend
neng's long line of foundries, and rcmcmbering thc pour pcople's piti
rcmarks on the ivant of work, ive xvish the great manufacturer good-luck, a
heartil>' trust that he tradc xvhich brings brcad tu su inîy mnouths ma>' flouri
and increase. Up Jnspector street, past the handsoinc clînircli of St. Stcphi
anld again ive are on tlie brightly-lighted hhoroughfares xvhcrc the jingli
sleigh belîs filI the air and cvery stced sems urged lu the saine dircctic
Again xvc arc at Victoria Square, whcrc the first torches arc just coming in vie
'Fhere are man>' sleighs îvaiuing heme, but Onc-nincty-nine maniages to getI
squeezed through to the front, and wc soon sec that the surrourndings give t
spectacle a rnuch grander cffect. Tlie torches nu longer bring to vieîv a shi
ing, poorl>' clad crowd with a back-ground of squalid shops and dilapida
dweilings. Ilcre the lights fali un happy faces, well clad forms, handsor
equipages, and are finaîl>' reflected fromi the great glass Windows of the inassi
buildings that risc su grand>' on ever>' side. Again we hecar the agitator d
cussed, but this tiînc ià is by two gentlemen iii fur coats xvho arc seated i
sleigh near by. Il Did yen sec in to-nigbt's Star tlîat Parnell bas collecti
$ r4o,OOO for ihe relief ftind and $2o,ooo for the agitation ?" 'l Ves, and I
like tu know xvhat be bas donc xvitb it. It's to bc bopcd lie bas sent bis reli
fnind borne before ibis." I fear xvc'il nced a relief fund in Canada soon if %,
don't look afîcr our pour peuple that are ont of xvork. Sir John gave the
nothing but fair ivords, and fcw of them, whcn the' Ivent to iîn." "Tbl'at's s
stili I would give îu the relief fund, and bave given to it, but why should M
burri torches and freczc brass bands in honour of a man who cornes tu cari
mone>' ont of this country ho raise a row in another? " 'l Here lic coi
again ! " sliouts Tcddy, Who is witli Tommy nosv perclbcd oni the drivcm's boxs
but 1 nu longer came to watcb tlic txvnkling torches, or list ho the stirrin
strains-mny heart is heavy, thinking of the men and women wlbo voll
svillingly work, but can find none. Our good Govemnor and the Princcss can
not lic cxpected to look loîver than the cultivation of the finle arts. Sir joli
and Sir Samuel bid us trust tu the great N.P., and ive listeis cagerl>' for the hun
to liemald tlic boom of bus>' tradc. Ini vain xvc cry'--" Ilark, 'us the hum 1
but echo and Mm. Fuller answer, Il Na>', 'us the hum-bug ! " Our preacher
teacmers and governors continnal>' do cm>', IlGive, give to Ireland ! " and we d
give, especially, when WC know tbat our naines will appear alongsidc of otu
neighbours ; but who xviii raise the cm>' of "lGive, give xvork ho the pour
Canada 1 " Witb ur business men the xvatchwords are, "b ard hunes, retrenci
econumry, cnt down expenses," but Ibis nieans lcss work and loxver ivage~
wbile,work and xvagcs bave aircady ebbed su loxv tlîat men ivith families Ca:
scarce kecp bodies and souls together. Not long siîîce 1 beard of a busines
man who gave one bundrcd dollars tu Ireland. Generous man! >'ou cxclairn
A>', but wait, be immediatel>' set abouit saving the sumn b>' dismissing two o
bis employés, and dividing their work among tbe others, saying Iltbese an
bard limes, xvhen peuple are starving in Ireland, Canadians sbould be willin1
ho do a litîle extra work." Clever man! be boids forth belp tu Ircland viii
une band aîîd bastens muin on Canada xvith the other. Wbile I arn moralizing
Parnell lias again passed 'mid smuke and flame, and xve drive on amnong th
myriad slcighs coursing iin ever>' direction. Sometimes a lîorse's nose cornes il
unpicasant proxinîiity to m>' uwn nez iwtroussé, but we escape xviîb a few frighhs
anid l)roceeding hhroUgh St. James streel we humn down at the Post-office cornen
and waiî to, get is third and last glimpse of Parnell's procession. Here agair
wc are edificd b>' the remarks of tlie bystanders, and il is evident ail are nuo
admirers of tlic great agilahor. One asks ducs lie pa>' bis own travelling
expenses or arc the>' paid ont of the relief fund. Another wouid like lu know
what lie lias donc for bis oxvn tenants, &c. The mouinted torch-bearcrs noxv
line St. James Street lu Ict King Parnell and bis peuple pass b>'. I becorne
nervous ait the proxirnit>' uf tlîe prancing steeds, but Nin assures mie that îhey
are aIl war borses and accustoirned lu martiai mnusic; xvhile a yotung mari necar
b>' re'narks that tue reasuil tîey~ couldn'î pelt Parnell xvitb rotten eggs ivas
because the horch îîîcen liad ail tue rothen e'ags in the cil>'. This tune Parnell is

lushil>' clîeered, and beiîîg îîox safel>' boused iii the St. Lawrence Hall, WvC hum
ur faces homeward, thoroughly cbiilcd, btî Wivl sahîsficd Ihiat on tbc xvbule it

was worth wbiie cunîing ont lu sec for ourselves. Hume again, and glad are
ive ho find fine fires and Ibat Aîi lias tbougbtfülly prepared some but cucua and
a cosy' supper. Ninus cornes ini remarking, Il Iell, Nve've spent a dollar on
Parnell which ive rniglt have saved for the relief funnd." But I repl', Il Nu,
indced; Onc-ninet'-ninc is a pour, bard-xvorkiîig man, and needs the dollar lic
bas earned. Canada first! alter xvhat ive bave becard tu-night. Hellp Ircland
as îîîucb as y'ou can, but don't save >'our subscriptions ut of the working
peuple uf Canîada." Euplirosyne.

Ir is casier lu undersîand the IlQueen's English " than the Qîîeen's Irish.
SmatPLENESs,.-...Tbat simpleness I prize Ibat seasoned is witb wit;

But a xiîless simpleness I value nul a xvbit.
'fRUri, charity, diligence, and reverence are bbc fotur cardinal virtmes Of alI

conitroversies bc tbey wliaî iliy nîiay.- G/aitolle.

er CHURCH DEBTS AND DIFFICULTIES.
WC
in A discourse deliiud in Zion Clhurcli, Montreai, by Rev. AIIrcd J. Bray, March 7th, x88o.

fui Yon have probably seeni l'y announcements that 1 arn to speak on church
nd dcbts-thc diflit ulties consequent thereupon. in which 1 intend to dwell uipon
.sh matters personal and inatters in gencral, as they conccrn this church and peo-
cri ple, and the coinmnniiiity outside of ourselvcs. 1 do so partly--nainly, I may
ng9 say, at the icqiicst of the dcacons uf' the church and for thec rcst, of rny own

i.proper \olition. 'l'liec (oiwe of cvents, su far as wc arc concernced, bas made
W.this nc esa\.Àt solic tbine or other the explanation wvould have to be givenhi it is wi.se and w~ell wve tlink to do so nowv.

le l'oi oinc tbine îpst the attention of the publ c lias been drawn to the
er inancil condition of our churclies-Catholjc and Protestant alikc, for one
necaîi lîxt rothing as against thc uther. That thc city 15 cxtravagantly ovei-
vechuiclicd 11o one xviii dcny. It wxas donc xvhen inflRation wvas lord of the

i asccndant. Von liad soinc ycais of grcat and rnost dlangerous prosperity, as to
atrade of alniost every dcscri ption. Great as it xvas, if xas exaggeratcd, and in

cdthc naturc of things altogethcr fictitious. It was thc result of a set of circum-
'd stances which cuuld lîardly liappcn again. Men ivcie able to do a big trade

cfupon an absnrdly smnall capital ;tlîey thouglit it w'ould last forcvcr, and bujit
cf fince bouses, and livcd cxpcnsively ;and, as being amiong thc bcttcr class Of

In uxurics, bîiilt inany and fillc churchics. But the finc clitirclics---lilkc the fine
houscs xvcrc iiot alwuays paid for ; it xvas hlîcd to lic fair, alrnost a du11t, to mort-o,

egagc thc fuiture lîy laying a tax iipon coining generations. 'Plat dici vcry Nvcl
ryuntil the billes changcd. Spring tidcs coule Ii very far, rcuxering aIl the shores
es-but then, thicy also go ont very far, showing long xvastcs of' sand and rock

and niud. 'l'le ti(le of lîrosperity turcd, and the ebb %v'as long, and lcfî a
9great dreary xvaste i siglit. Nature ivas rcadjusting tlîings, and law ivas
d storing the balance. 'l'le sinall traders feit the pressure first, and soon

co]lapscd ; the big tradei s feit it ncxt, and thcv collapscd ; the banks came
next ;and niow it is the turn of the chrirches. 1 believe that, as a ruIe, churches

inarc the last ainong insti tutions tu which p)eople subscrihc, and tlie last frorn svhiclh
*thcy withdraw subscriptions. \\'lcn mein i-cduee ilicir îicw rent dcpend upon

it thcy arc poor---'lxcn tliey reduce the ainount thcy give to collections thcy do
it from, nccssity, and svhcn they break thecir promises to pay, it i becauise thcy

0arc cither ver>' poor, or ver>' ieati. 1 arn not rcfèrring noxv to those wlîo
ir habitual>' attend popular pilaces of worship) and give. onîy a rncaningless stare)for a nlod xvhenl the plate is 1)assed -for it is just as impossible to reduce the

)value of iheir contributions as it xvould bc ho squeeze life ont of a handftîl ofS, rnd. Thle majorit>' of ouir regular ciiurchigocrs contribute of their means, somne
frorn habit, somie froni pride, sonie froin a lîrofound sense of intcrcst, and ai

sfromn what thcy caîl, and in man>' cases trul>', conscientious motives j and whcn
.they cease, or even diminishi, it is because thcy must. 'lie hune came tof aywinta meaieiisragi pntenadte twsse
ehow wcak wc wcrc, and what a ruinons policy had bceen pnrsucd. In summer
9timle, whcn the grass is up and trcs hhroxv great armns ont tu tlie suni, >'ou

cannot tell vhiclh is rooted dcep, and xvhich is rooted shalloîv-wvhcn tlîc shorins
of carl>' intcr beat on ail the trees, the onie can be toid fromn tlîc other.eWbcti commercial depression dccpencd alrnost to flie verge of despai1r it ivas
found that cx en the affairs of churches hiad not beeiî w'iseiy and prudcntly con-
duicted. Even 1 ! Wcll, 1 need flot sa>' that (qualif>'ing word. for 1 have arthcory that ver>' often-vmy general>- theli financial affairs of our cîjurches are

tconductcd in a înost nnbusincss like niner. Men, w~ho out in the svorld are
sbrcxvd enougli and careful cnough, xvhcn the>' corne to deal with xvhat is
secular iii our ecclesiastical institutions;, appear tu ]ose tlîcir ordinar>' btusi-
ness aptitude. It is ver>' mucb xvith thicmi there as it is xvith professional men
who go into business. And I arn sure it arises frorn an idea that the ordinlary
finanicial. iorking of a church nced flot be carried oni iii the practical manner
which obtains in the commnercial and trading xvorld. [ need nul sa>' that this
is a mistake, and tlîc sooner xve aî'kniowlcedge it and act tillun it the better.

Now let nic spcak a litIle of iii o'vîi a ffairs. Von kniow that Zion ('hurch
lias l'or miany ycaî s lîcci prilniient and powei fuiiin this Dominion. Frorn
ver>' small begînings, it grcw, iinder the able anîd patient iniishry of Dr.
Wilkes, to bc a churchi of mnost hionourable position and disîinguished influence.
There must be necd for a congregational. church ini ever>' numerons church-
going cummunit>'. For there are ahvays certain peuple wbo prefer to
livc under a systeîn of self-government. The>' cannot bear the yoke of
Synods, and Preshyteries, and Conferences-but desire to have rnethods of
working suitable ho their own mental and spiritual faculties. Congregationalisin
.is the ver>' ideal of Democracy-it is mile by the .majoritY-lîcoretical>', at
least, aIl arc equal-the vote of the member who contribuhes nlohhilig counts
as much as Ihat of the large subscriber. 0f course that is iot so in the
actual working of Congregationaîism,. For cnergy must cornimaîîd influence
everywhere, and xvhether it breaks oui in active wvorking, or active giving, it
must add to the individual power of the man. But when a comrnunity
tîndertakes tu guvern itself il means that eachi man tîndertakes to govern
hiînslf-to rude hiirnseîf..o rcprcss lîîrnself, tu Plea1se îîo himself, but
glad>' accept a functional place iii the body corpurate and jQlll ça3cb 11


