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. U AMALGAMATION. ~

THE ,ONTARIO ., WORKMAN.

NOTICE..

W= shall bo pleased to recelvo items of Interest por-

alning to Trade Socicties from all parts of the Dominion

or publication; . Oficors of Trades Unions, Secrotaries

- of Leagues, eto., aro Invited to synd us nows relating to
‘thelr orgunizuﬁons, condition of trado, otc.

.,' " Our coluniug aro open for the discussion of all ques-

.. sions .ﬂoct.lng the working olasscs, .All communications

_ must be panicd by the of the writers, not
ecessarily for publication, bm‘. (TR gun.mntoe ot good
sith.

———

TERMS OF SUBSORIPTIONS.
(DYVARIABLY IK ADVANOR.)
Por Annum ,

“‘BIX Month8 ..vuerineinnerean
ﬂ'lnglecoples teteearens

L Y T )

LYRYRYRYY

ADVERTISEMENTS.

' Single insertions, ten cents perline. Ench subsequoent
. usertion, five cents per line, t

Contract Advertisoments at the following rates:—

One column, {OT One YeAT...ceuvr oo rssessss . §150 00
Hay « o eeeeses. 8500
Quarter ¢ € e sessverese 5000
i J s LR - X |

" “ . [YRTIN 26 00
Onocolumn,forsmonths vesevesssss 8000
Halt ~« ceevsersrsiisasnecsass 4500
Quarter « crreererrarsesasniess 25 00
One eolumn, forSmonths 50 00
Halt “ . ederaees 3000
Quarter ¢ # eeiieense 17 00

“" " looo

& Al commumentlonn should be nddressed to the
om«:e, 124 Bay Street, or to Post Office Box 1025.

We wlsh it to bo distinctly undunlﬁnd that wo do not
laolcl:melves resaonsible for the opinfons of correspon-
on

WILLIAMS, SLEETH & MAcMILLAN.

Trades - Assembly Hall.

Meetings are held in the following order :—
Machinists and Blacksmiths, evei'y Mounday.
Painters, 1st sud 3rd Monday. = = .
.Coachmakers, 2nd and 4th Monday.

" Crispins, (159), 1st and 3rd Tuesday.
X.0.8.C. Lodge 356, 2nd and 4th Tuesday.
Tinsmiths, 2nd and 4th Tuesday. :

Cigar Makers, 2nd and 4th Wednesday.

Varnishers and Polishers, 1t and 3rd Wed.
nesday.

Iron Moulders, every Thursday.

Plasterers, 1st and 3rd Thursday.

Trades’ Assembly, 1st and 3rd Friday.

Bricklayers, 1st and 3rd Friday. -

Ceopers, 2nd and 4th Friday.

Printers, 1st Saturday.

‘Bakers, every 2nd Saturday.

OUR PATRONS.

NEW ADVERTISEMENTS THIS WEEK.
Blection Notice—H, L. Hime,
Election Notico — Thomas Downey; James Flommg:
© Joseph Gearing..
Propertles for Sale—Clark & Feilde.
Bay Street Book Blndery-—Wm Blackhall.
Qold and Silvcr Plater—Peter West.
Holiday Presenta—Coleman & Co.

b Outaris Workuun,

TORONTO, THURSDAY, DEC. 12, 1872.

CREDIT VALLEY RAILROAD.

The vote on the proposed by-law to
aid and assist the Credit Valley Rail-
road Company takes place to-morrow
[Friday] Let those who are interested
in the matter be at work early in the
day.

MUNICIPAL MATTERS.

- Unusual activity ‘prevails in respect
to the comibg municipal elections,
Large nambers of candidates are solicit-
ing the suffrages of the people in every
ward, What are the workingmen doing
in the matter?. Whoshall be their can-
didates? . It is high time a move was
being made in this direction.

LIEN LAW.

‘f,;\ ‘We would direot partxcn]ar attentlon
/%0 the Ottawa correspondence. It treats
“of a matter that should command im-
medmte attention. We have’ only to
add 'y We shall be happy te receive any
commumcanons in accordance with ‘the

,‘;spgges:z_xons offéred in the letter. -

o

The Pamters Umon of this city,
thohgh comparatlvely small in numbers,
“isiin & vigorous and prosperous condi-
_ tion., We understand they are now
‘making - arrangements to*.correspond

‘ g;th sister 'D‘mons throughout the Pro-

. -Vinge, with.a View of formmg a Nation.
al Aasocmon. "This‘s a very wise and
t-lmely s&ep, and we hopo their efforts
" willbe; nmwmd with. abundant' success:
Any eorro:popdenae on the subjeet can
l;e asldrwgd to the. Wonmw oﬁce.

. ]
A B 4 e PR R
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|sibly overtake us.

BE IN EARNEST.
The following rematks from the
“Cooper’s Journal,” :we commond to
the attention of our readers:

or average share of physical atrength

ing or purpose, or fails in life, the
chances aro ton to one, that his lack of
success was due toa want of earnostness
in sedulously pursuing the object or
purpose sought to be attained. . And in
like manner when an- organized move-
mentends in disaster,without accomplish-
ing its mission, we may very reasonably
attribute the failure to the same cause,
a want of onrnestness. The man who is
inflexibly earmest, ardently, intently
fixed, eagerly, zealously serious in the
prosecution of an enterprise or object of
any kind, will invariably. succeed, and
the same is equally true of a combination
of men. " If we werc really intent upon
arriving at a given result and used the
wholo force of our_being with an eye
single to that end, fmlure could not pos-
Unions sometimes
disband or become so weakened in pow-
er as to become -incapable of producing
any tangible, beneficial result. Why ?
Reader, can you not readily answer?
Is it not because the men of which the

anion was or is composed, were or are

not in earnest ? Can there be any other
resson? Spurgeon. has, perhaps, more
hearers than any other living preacher,
simply because when he mounts the pul-
pit to spoeak, be becomes an embodied
earnestness, a type of animated, feverish
vehemonce. Wa could} give [numerous
historical examples of what earnest
men have achieved but will content our-
selves with one. Toward the end of the
eleventh century all Europe appeared to
rise up in one phrenzied mass and pour

| out a living torrent.of humanity, which

flowed on towards the Holy Land for
years, 'The people were mad, wild with
military ardor and enthusiasm. Cross-
emblazoned banners .waved all over
Europe. Princes, Kings, Lords and
vassals joined the Crusade which moved
towards Jerusalem, and whitened many
a mile of burping desert with their
countless bleaching bones. Aund all this
~the awa,enin,g of a continent to arms
—was done by one ordinary mortal,
Peter the Hermit. He did not claim to
be a saint or a prophet—he was simply
a man who conceived a purpose, aid by
being terribly, fearfully in earnest, he
produced the result beforeus. If weare
earrest in anything we cannot fail; if
we are‘even half in esrnest we will not
fail. 'We are often exasperated and pro-
voked beyond measure, by the receipt
of letters which inform us that some
union is about to fail or disband. It is
not the news which maddens us, it is the
cool temerity with which we are told
that but five or six men in the locality
can be dependéd upon, wheén if there was
even one who could be depended upon,
the Jetters had never been written.. We
repeat it and iusist upon it, that one
man, thoroughly in earnest and fall of
eagerness, lmportumty, warmth of in-
clination, seriousness and desire, can pre-
vent aoy union from dishanding. - Nay,
more, can make a good uvion of'a bad
one. We have no appreciation for those
men who write that‘their union is goin
down because no one but themselves
manifests any interest in it. The only
difference betweon. them and the others.
is a difference of opinion merely. They
would like to see the union succeed and
prosper, bus they will not. strip off their
coats, roll up their sleeves, pitch in and
force success and prosperity.  Oh, no!
they will content themselves with wish-
ing that things were different. But we
want them to remember that this is not
an age of wishing caps.. This is an- age
of stern fact, reality, work and offort.
Now let us come down to business, for
after all, action is the sublimest kind of
speech Is there a man in the organiza-
tion who would not, give one day will-
ingly, if by so doing - he conld secure &
better and .more efficient organization ?
Reader, if you are a member of the
union,.just pauss here fora ' moment;
Wwe want to have a httle practmoal chat
with you. - :
. Very well; you pause You tell us
Four | Union is langmshmg, going forward

r

‘When & man gifted with an ordinary.

and mental power, fails in an undertak--

liko a lobster; and you further tell us
you would do almost anything to prevent
this disgarceful termination. You would
do almost anything? Yes. Will you

{devote one day to proventing it? We

are now coming to business; we are
eminently practical. Yes, you will lose
a day. All right then; off with your
apron, start at onco; dolays are danger-
ous; visit every man in the place who
now belongs, or who should belong to
the Union. As you aro about to set
out, let us whisper some: advice in your
ear: You are to be -carnest, but not
abusize; you are to be persuaswe, but
not impudent ; you are-to be convineing,
but not domineering ; .you are to be firm;

pagandist, but no & ranting fanatic; you
are to be vchemently zealons, full of
fervor and desire, but very urbane and
gentlemanly. '

Visit every man you- cal-the more
the better, but do your work well, if you
visit but three. Convince by sound ar-
gumeut and godd reason, not by mnoise,
or appeals topassion. Exact from each
man you visit a promise to attend . the
next meoting, and when that eventng
rolls 'round, be you there promptly, and
aidin completmv the work you have in-
augurated.

If you do this, and surely if yon have
eeny desire to better your condition you
will do it, we can gnarantee you results
and benefits youn hardly dream probable
or possible. Better and grander results
can be secured in this simple manner,
than if we were to visit you, and make
speeches for a month.

‘We don’t believe in tongue threshers,
although we are some times compelled
to be one; mor do we think much of
the men who are led away by the elo-
quence of orators, or persons Who
claim to be orators.. This is an age of
reason, of common, practical senge. Qur
cause is just, its principles are founded
in right and equity; it means tho moral
and social elevation of the down-trod-
den, the poor, the humble ond lowly,and
hence itis holy, and God-like. = If this
faith is firaly rooted in your soul, go
earnestly to work and implant it in. the
souls of others.

‘We are often struck. with the encrgy
with which one workingman endeavors
to convert another to his way of think:
ing, politically, and we beliévo in our
soul if our people were just half as
earnest in advocating Unionism as they
are in advocating their peculiar shades
of political belief, we would have much
better Unions, better organization, bet-
ter wapes and better men,

‘We have drawn this subject out much
longer than we intended, but as we
close, we again say to our co-laborers in
the caunse of labor, be in earnest; and
before you are s day older prove your
earnestness by deaoting a dayto the
cause yot have espoused. Go immediate-
ly and see your erring and. wavering
brothers ; -talk to them, reason with
them, and if youn only are as zealonsasyou
should be, you will have the satisfaction
cf seeing them again in the fold,

THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMEN T
ACT.

On ’S_ud;urday aﬂerii.on, 8 c_dnferen& toék

place between Mr. J. .J. Grieye, M.P.

ing the trades of masons, joiners, plaster-
ers, plumbers, slaters, painters, iron-
monlders,: “blacksmiths, - - coopers, letter-
'press-printers, . brassfounders, ¢arpenters; |

Criminal Law Amendment Act.” The de-
Lthe workmgmen of the country, snd stated
that trades nmonuts were as 8 _class more
peaceably dmposed and moral than non-
unionists, and asked why a spocial Aot

working-classes of this country while the
employers - were not so dealt with.. M.
Grieve said he had a8 a rule. been -against

lieved the - working-men ‘in - this' country
had -a just- appreciation of - the' relative
states of society in - this country, and’ if
treated with confidencs; would be’ found Yo
Dlay their part as'good citizens as well as
any other section of ' the conimumty, no
‘mattet how far’ elevatod in" the socul ucale.

~1.The' eonﬂncts botween oapxtd aud ‘lahour.
were fow eonduobd thll groat, moderatiop

and mtolhgonoe on both. ndeu. He. was

but not autocratic ;you are to be apro-{

for Greenock, and & delegation represent.-.

rope-spinners, - riggers,. and copporsmxtbs'
in that town, was" held: in' regard to ‘the |

pntatzon aadribed the- bill as obnoxious to |-

should be ' consxdeted necessary. for . the

ooercive . and. penal legislation.c He be-|

prepured for s modification of the penal
clausas of Oriminal Law Amendment Act,

or a repeal of the Act altogether, believing
the working man would duly appreeiate
the confiderice reposed in him, and thereby
justify the Legislature in dealing justly
between man and man, He would be
very glad to co-operate with any member
of the Government or of the House, such
a8 Mr, Hughes, Mr. Mandella, or Mr.
Anderson, who brought forward any modi-
fication of the Bill, so as to take away any-
thing like distrist in the people for whom
it was intended, The deputation thanked
the honorable gentleman and withgrew.

Communictions.

CONVICT. LABOR.

(To the Editor of the Ontario Workman.)

S1n,—In the Qlobe of December 3rd, I ob-
served an article entitled *¢ Objeotions to
Conviet Labour,” and thinking from the title
that$t embodied something practical, I pro-
ceeded to ite perusal ; and in the first place,
whoever heard any sané man object . to
criminals being made to_ sustain themselves
as fov as possible? I will : fearlessly say, no
one ; and yet this ia the base from which the
Solon of the Globe proceeds to axgue the aub-
ject and ridicule those who question the
wisdom or honesty of the Ontario Govern-
ment in their dealings on tho part of the
people in the disposal of Ontario’s Convict
Labor to the Canada Car Company. Now, I
hold there is not, nor can thers be any issue
between those who differ with the Ontario
Government and .the Qlobe theory, on the
ground of a good, sound, practical, industrial
moral and intellectual training of the convict,
while in the custody of the State ; but in the
way of carrying out the details of such a
training we do differ. In the first place the
most objectionable feature is the plan known
23 the contract system. This system carries
on the face of it ono of the very worst evils
that our social system has to complain of—
that of the middle man, and in this instance,
at the expense of the State; but the evil is
made doubly grievous, contrary to tho best
interests of the industrial publio, by creating
a'monopoly in one particular branch of in-
dustry, largely carried on in this locality em-
ploying remuneratively large numbers of
honest, industrious mechanics who will have
to succumb to the effects produced by a State
pampered monopoly. Those who differ then,
with the powers that be in the matter of pri-
son labor, it is mainly on those. grounds,
namely, the contract system in its very worst
form, and the making a speciality - of a call.
in;

gl.‘z-nly, the productive mdnstnea -of the
State-have been at the expense of promutmg
the criminal and construeting a receptical for
them, aud will have to meet all the deficits
connected with their confinement ;- and de-
ficits there will be, for prisons can ‘never be
made paying institutions. Then, as a partial
equivalent for all those responsibilities, the
public have the .productive cnergies of the
convict while confined as public property. Is
it extravagent, them, on the pavt of the
honest labor of the State, to demand that this
convict labor bo employed in a way that will
least conflict with outside labor, and at the
same time preserve due regard for the pri.
soners discipline and reformation.

I will refer to this subject again perhaps in
your next.

Yours truly,
JOHN HEWITT.

HAMILTON,

(7o the Editor of the Ontario Woi'l.man )
Sir,—The tme is mpxdly approaohmg for|

1 the nominotion of candidates for Municipal

election, and as a workingman, I would
earnestly urge on my brother workmen, the
‘propriety of using the time still at their dis-

posal in a careful outlook for some one, who [

despito of outside influencs, and a desire .for.
place, shall do his best to protect and further
‘the interests of the working classes, and see-
ing that our fair city has. been already .tho
first in the Dominion to-set the- example by:
aendmg a workmgmnn a3 ;.our representa-’
tive to the Houso of Commons.. Surely there
‘arg _plepty and of the right kind still left
among us. to champion ogr: interests in: the!
City Council, not only here but also in-all thé.
large centrea of iabor., - o . .

Fellow workmen ! arouse. yonnelvel 1. and.

e b

: ahowm the forthcoming elections that -thej
| treatment you have ~received during the yoar

that is just closing from your. pseuds. friends
in the Council, has been_such:as- to warrant
the. expulsion from their .seats at the’ Board,
of eyery one who voted against-: .the- right &f
thq workmg men to enjoy - the .temporary use
of their- own .public property--the.Crystal
Palace grounds—on the memorablb: 15th May-
lut. T

Other, questlons are beforo us in thb fnturo,
the. subsidizing of various rmlwny schemes got
up. by a few, and I am suspicious, at. thé ex-
pense.. of _the many, ourselves,. Let us’ there. |’
fore,be chary.of giving or.voing. any" furtlier
sums for railway extension'till:we have . first
mg«l for the liquidation. of preséut debts.

Tt our. first attention be devoted to -the

tharongh. drainage and. cleansing : of' what

ought to be one of - the .. cesiest dmﬁod.’ud )

consoquontly cleanest and healthiest cities
.in the world, viz., our Ambitious City. TLat

her ambition for the present be to lay draing

in localities much in peod thoreof clean out
all the filthy alleys, brush and stan'mp out
loafers and rowdyism, and abovo all furnish
a better class of dwelling houses for working
men, who at present ‘are paying higher. rents
for mfepor accommodation than. can be had
in any town in the old country witha popula-
tion triple or even quadriple of the city.

Withi theso and other important objects in
view let us sink all minor difficulties, cread,
nationalities and politics, and endeavour to
send the right man to the right placo.

Youra truly,
: ’ SENEX.
Hamilton, Dec. 10, 1872. \
OTTAWA,

(To the Editor of the Ontario Workman,)

Ste,—In,your issue of October 3lst, you
gove an account of a trade disputo at Ottaws,
when, after giving the particulara of tho dig.
pute, you gave it as your opinion that some
steps should be taken to make such represen.
tations to the-Government as would cause
them to pass a law to protect the employes on
all works. That such a law is nocessary is
patent to all, and it has surprised me very
much that no one among the very many inter.
ested, has thought of malnng a move in this
matter, and as the time is fast upproaching
when Parliament will micet, there should be
no more time lost but go to work at once, and
when once started to work with a will,

What I would propose is to petition the
Government to enact 2 Meehanic’s Lien Law
for the Dominion. This law, if passed, would
at once place the workingmen beyond the
power of unprincipled contractors; and in
order to give proper cffect to our petition ib is
nocessary that every Trades’ Union should
take the matter into consideration and appoint
delegates to act conjointly in" their respective
cities, in obtaining signaturcs to the petition,
and at the proper time for those delegates to
select one of &heir number, making one from
each city, to lay the matter before the govern.
ment, and also to take all necessary steps to
sccure the passing of the law. Should this
proposal meet with the approval of the scveral
Trades Unions, I wounld suggest that in order
to make a move at once, .and lose no more
time, the several Secretaries be instructed to
write to you, if you would consent to act as
Secretary, signifying tho approval of their
respective Unions, and that you be reguested
to have slips struck off with proper printed
headmg and send two to each Secretary to
have ﬁlled up with signatures and sent back
to you to await the action of the joint deloga-
tion. The expenses of the whole to bepaul
by the d:ﬂ'erent Unions. .

. The aboye is my view of tho wa.ya and
means by, svhich we may have a law to protect
us ;, but if ﬂxero is any ome who can suggest
a better nnd more expedmons way I will be
most happy to hear from. him throngh your
columns, and would use -all my humble en-
desvours to further his schemes. :

Hoping that something will be done in this
matter, and if the laboring classes would only |
view it in its proper light thoy would see the
necessity that exists for mnk.mg & movo at
omce.

I remam, yours respectfully,
. STONECUTI‘ER

. Ottawa Clty, December 7, 1872.

N . OSHAWA.

(o the Editor of the Ontario Workman.)
S1r,—In my last letter I promised fo givo

.| the character of tho J’oseph Hall Works, in

go far as the workmen in the eetabhshment
are-treated.
I believe that men-are bemg advertued for,

at the present time ; but as the wages are

eut, and a number of men dmcharged every
fall; marvied men with families had better
consider: well before they nocopt work and
move their families here, «; " -

- I am Informed that numbera are working
‘for:811374, and some as low as §1. 25 'per” day.
Of :course there are those whom it would not
be safe.to cutsi It may-be asked why ‘it is
that the: wages can be cut so low. If the
statement of a: blacksmith, who- canie- here
‘during the' summer-is i tb Vo belxeved, it" gives:
‘the reason why. ' The:man rveferred to statéd
that on hia arrival ot ‘Quebes, the- emigrition
"agent there rdad o lettbr to him, Which ‘the
agent-stated he'lad ‘véteived from the priosi-
dent:of:tHé Joseph’ ‘Hall ' Works,” in whiéh ‘it
"was stated that twenty blacksmiths werd' re-
qnired, andas the agent had ‘only sent two,
‘e was certain to ﬁnd eniployment.'” On' his
arrivalin Ostiawa il “company with ‘another
mas, also a blacksniith,’ they  proceoded " dt:
-oBee to - the works'; but: ‘were fadly dlsap '
.pointed to find that Ghere was'no opening for-
either of them. ' ‘They were told by the-presi-
‘dent to call: next'dby, which they’ did, but he
"was conveniently absent. * Such is ' the ‘state-
ment of the ‘ma¥} ‘who had to “work ‘as .
laborer in order to-obtain suficient money to:
carry him.back to'Englaml dmgusted with
the country.. . '/ -

¢ would be well if Messrs, Wltton or:
Beatty wotild:ntoye for & return’ of the num-
ers of the Varidus: trades, ' which ‘Have been’
applxed for t¢ the emijration agent ‘at’ Quebec--
und tho numbeys which have beeiv st © '
! Tho President of thess Works* wu, 4t one-
time- considered s fair *Boss,” ‘but, #8:




