
THE MONETARY TIMES.

ESTABLISHED 1866

The 1onetary Timies
TRADE REk EW

AND INSURANCE CKRONICLE
With which has been incorporated the INTERCOLONIAL

JOURNAL 0F COMMERCE, of Montreal (in 1869), the
TRADE REVIEW, Of the same city (in 187o), and

the TORONTO JOURNAL OF COMMERCE.

39zueb everp rtibap morning.
SUBSCRIPTION-POST PAID.

CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS - 82.00 PER YEAR.

BRITISH - 1Os. BD. STER. PER YEAR.

AMERICAN - 2.00 U.S. OURRENCY.
SINGLE COPIES, - - - 10 CENTS.

BOOK & dca PRINTINO A SPECIALTY.

PUBLISHED BY THE

MONETARY TIMES PRINTINC COMPANY OF CANADA,
LIMITED.

EDW. TROUT, J. K. CAMERON,
President. Secy.-Treas.

OFFICE 70 & 72 CHURCH STREET.
TELEPHONE 1485

TORONTO, CAN., FRIDAY, DEC. 25, 1891

THE SITUATION.

The Mercier Cabinet, in the person of its
Premier and some other members, was
declared guilty of frauds on the Treasury,
by a commission of its own choice. It is
true that the Lieutenant Governor of Que-
bec suggested the names of the commission,
or some of them, but they were accepted
by the Ministry, on whose responsibility
the appointments must be held to have
been made. An interim report of the com-
mission, signed by two of the three commis-
sioners, the third one being confined to bed
by illness, in effect declared that certain
members of the Ministry had aided in
robbing the Treasury through the medium
of a stool-pigeon. Governor Angers resorts
to the extreme measure of dismissing the
condemned Ministry. The latter tries to
change the issue into one of constitutional
procedure. M. Mercier and his condemned
colleagues rail at their judges, for whose
appointment they are responsible, and
instead of trying to establish their own
innocence, quibble about the form of the
report of the commissioners, raise the cry
that constitutional liberty is in danger,
attack the Lieutenant-Governor andi ac-
cuse, without an atom of proof, the Ottawa
Government of having entered into a con-
spiracy with M. Angers to dethrone ex.
Premier Mercier and his colleagues.

M. DeBoucherville, the new Quebec Pre-
mier, is credited with the intention of ap-
pointing another commission to enquire
into other alleged acts of corruption by his
predecessors. It is pretended that the total
amount stolen by the late Government and
its partisans is from three-quarters of a
million to a million of dollars. Statements
'of this kind cannot be accepted as facts
without proof, and that is a reason why

enquiry should be made. A partisan com-
mittee of the House would not be a fair
tribunal, and unless there is a case for judi.
cial trial, nothing is lef!t but a commission
A fiehing commission is not free from objec

tion ; but charges against the members of
the late Goverument, outside of the Baie
des Chaleurs' scandal, may be sufficiently
specific to point the line of enquiry to be
followed. Criminating commissions set on
foot by political enemies on a change of
Goverument are not to be encouraged,
unless in case of clear necessity. The com-
mission to enquire into the Baie des Cha-
leurs scandal has been justified by the
event; but as the case is almost unique in
political history, such action by a Lieuten.
ant-Governor against his ministers, though
with their constrained consent, cannot be
looked on as creating a precedent.

There was a general expectation that
before the end of this month, the Quebec
Legislature would meet, as it was required
by law to do, unless the action of the pre-
rogative of dissolution can constitutionally
operate as a bar; and it was relied
on as certain that, in spite of what had
occurred, it would pass a vote in favor of
the late Ministry. But contrary to expecta-
tion, the Lieutenant.Governor has dis.
solved the legislature. It is true that the
offence of which the late Ministry bas been
declared guilty was not merely political,
and could not be fully condoned by a vote
of the House. A dissolution must have
come sooner or later, but it s not clear
that it ought to have come till the House
had had an opportunity of accepting the
verdict of the commission. The Lieuten.
ant-Governor went to the extreme verge
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repine at the growth of Toronto, in trade,
manufactures and wealth. Exemption is a
hot-bed system, unfair to persons and pro-
perty who have to pay the taxes, and
should be discouraged not only in Toronto
but everywhere.

In accordance with the decision of the
Court of Appeal, it has been decided
to admit the evidence taken before the
Senate committee, in the trial now in
progres against the Connollys and Thomas
McGreevy for conspiracy. Owing to the
books of the firm having been made away
with, no otherevidence could be got. The
line ought to be drawn between voluntary
and involuntary evidence: a witness who
volunteers evidence cannot object if it be
used against him; but if it is forced from
him, the contrary rule should obtain.

Whether street cars shall run on Sunday
is a question which will be submitted to
the electors at the municipal elections
next month. Many fear that Sunday
etreet cars would lead to other work being
done on that day : it would be necessary to
observe the distinction of what is author-
ized and what is not. The cars cannot
run without authority; other industries
have not authority to disregard the day of
rest, and they muet be kept to their duty if
they try to disregard it. If the rest of Sun.
day is to be broken in upon, the limite of
the exception muet be strictly guarded.

f his authority in dismissing his Ministers, M. Tarte, who je out on the electoral
n which he would be justified if there wa-path, promises that, if elected, ho will
were no other means of getting rid of ther. make further revelations againt the Do-

But the dissolution of the House, without minionGoverumeut. Hoprofessestoknow
iving it an opportunity of accepting the that the late Dominion eleotione cost the

inding of the commission, does not rest ou Coneervatives 8500,000, and to ho able to

he same clear ground of necessity; the indicate where most of the money came
cet je one which success eau alone justify. from. Ho intimates that a momber of the

And success at the polls, under the super- Dominion Goverument endomed notes for
ieated excitement occasioned by the un- election purposes which were paid by the
expected dissolution which followed closely contributions of contractors. This wouid
on the dismissal of Ministers, can by no ho bad enough; but a contribution hy a
means be regarded as a matter of certainty. coutractor je not a parallel case to the

The appeal to the country je to the ulti. receipt of money by Ministe whid wae
mate authority with which in any case the firet paid by the Goverumeut to a person to

decision muet finally rest, and there are whom it wae not owing, as the commis-
ome roatons why it should corne at the eoners declare wa soue in Quebec.

earliest possible moment.
Bulgaria has expelled aBohemian tothe

A haithas corne in the proposed exemp- name of Chadoine, who it appears e a
tion o! machiuory, plant and toole used in Fench eubject, for diseminating through
factorios in Toronto. The esolution has the French prose fals statements regard
boon sont back to the committee. The au- ing the coutry. Tho French Goverument
thor o! the resolution pretended that want thereupon withdrew its consuls from the
o! exemption had driven factories to To-eprincipality, a step which je sometims the
ronto Junction and other places. Iu going prelude to hostilities ; and th French prose

there they have been following a law of je making a grave international offence Out
attraction which hais boon obeefd to o po what was in fact no more than a

in the United States for twonty years. ueceseary aot o! self-defence. Foreigners
Manufacturers bave the cities for places;who obtain an asylu in Bulgaria or else-
often in the Immediate vicinity, where land where are bound to obey the lawe O! such
je cheapor. Toronto Junction and Mimico country and to refrain from abuse o!the

are suburbe o! Toronto, o! which they are hoepitality they rocoivo. Chadouine did
bound in time to form part. We cannot neither. His expulsion, magnified as it je,
purchase the retentioâ o! manufacturers in je jut the sort of pretext that may oe
the centre o! the city at the cost o! exemp- neodful to France and Russia, in their own
tion, and there is no probability that the good time, and for that reasonit j ikef y
remedy would o deffective, in case oesuch to hnurd and kept warm till wamted.
as wish to move outide, if we did. They
will goto the place that favorslthoir growth A horror oasfhoon reveaied, in the State
and prorpeeity most. We have noneed to o New York, which je ikely to throw un-
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