
THE MONETARY TI-MES

in civic matters, enabling tLiem to levy taxes as the councils
of the various municipalities may see fit.

That, theughlihe feit there was. the need, perliaps, of a
uniform city charter in Alberta, hie was opposed to the crea-
tion of independent cities cut off entirely from a government
check, was the opinion of Hon, C. R. Mitchell, in an address.
lie told the convention, however, that so, long as hie occupied
the responsible position of minister of municipal'affairs, the
cities and towns would receive an attentive and sympathetic
hearing. Mr. Mitchell referred first to the question of in-
creased powers for the cities. lie did net believe they ought
to lie given the right to impose taxes at will and te please
their fancy, and there muet be some uniformity, hie said,
for it is not .sound business' to ailow cities to become abso-
lutely independent and cut off ftrm ail government restric-
tion.

If the province controlled hier natural reseurces and re-
ceived the money accruing from them, then they would ho
in a better position to discuss the retention by the cities of
certain channels of taxation which are now controlled by
the province. The natural resources-belonged te the pro-
vinces of the west and the government would welcome any
support that the municipalities miglit render in praying the
fedorai gevernment to transfer them. "Alberta, notwith-
standing the tact that she does flot control hier resources,
des more for hier municipalities than aiiy other province ini
Canada, except' Saskatchewan," averred the minister. The
stumbiing blockg to the bringing into force of a satisfactory
standardized city charter, as lie viewed the situation, were
twd in number, first, the different methods of government,
and second, thse different forma ef taxation,

Rentai Tax Diactissed
Medicine Hat's rentai tax, thougli strongly criticized by

2nost of the delegates, was upheld by Mayer Brown and City
Assossor Simpson. The latter suxmdr-ized its merits as
follow:-

(1> Its oquitability, for the roason that householdrs
are taxod in proportion te their ability te pay. For example,
a person who can afford te ront a. liuse at $30 per month,
pays a tax of $5 per month, while the working mean living
in a bouse at $15 per montli pays $1.50 a month.

(2) It is imposed on ail occupants ef houses, ewners
and tenants alike.

(3) It includes a certain class of people which dos
net pay direct taxes any ether way oxcepting indirectiy
through the landlord.

(4> It is inexpenuively and eaaily collected, there ia
practically no loas, and a subatantial amount is receivod
monthly into the coffers of the city. It was shown in the
paper that the revenue derived from this source averaged
about $4,600 a month, and that te the end of October of this
yoar 87 per cent. et the levy made te that date lias beeni
collected.

Commissioner Sann's, of Calgary, spoke on "Treatmnt
ef Vacan~t Land Taken in by Cities and Municipalities,» and
maintained that the financing of cities, particularly new
eastern cities, is very iargely a question ef geography. By
means of a diagramn lie showed that public works and puW~ic
utilities bad been scattered over aitogether tee much of Cal-
gary's 40 square miles, that they cost $700,000 per square
mile te construct and $70,000 per square mile te operate and
maintain. Therefore, lie argned, ne more square miles should
be financed than the actuai requirements of populationi de-
mandedc. He said that the city sliould refuse to seil thie landa
on the. enter areas but rathor sheuld handie tliemn oni par-
petual leas.. The cities cenld thus control their own tOWn
planning and developinent, instead of belng centrolled by
privats spaculators.

Commissiener Meecli, of »ethbridge, apoke et "Borne
Factors in the Origlu and Lite and Growth of Towns and
Citias and Tlir Effa0 t on Values." He aaid in part: "Ag
taxation lu oe ef the. items that oDroDertv has to earV.

values. Thse resuit et expendituros et this kind, pa
dnrîng periods of depression, resuits'in owners g
their properties at tax sales and leaving their burq
borne by those who stili retain ownership. Tho reir
sucli conditions would appear te lie in widening th(
taxation te offer a relief in the matter et taxatios
estate or insufficient growth in population to take ce
debt."1

Itesolutiens Pas sed
A resolution was passed asking the governmer

sider the questioý et municipal taxation. The i
rend:-

"That this convention instruct the president-elE
Union of Alberta Municipalities for 1921 te appoint
committee of five wjth instructions te lay before thi
ment ef thse province ef Alberta the importance et i
act governing the municipalities et the larger ais
in general), and that this committee impresa i
goverument the gravity ef conditions which we s
vention see cenfronting such municipalitios, and thi
opinion thse government wonld ho wefl-advised an
quest our committee te request that a commi
authorized and appointed by the goverrnmnt at
session of thje legisIaturo te study and recommE
policy shall be pnrsued and wliat acta or amand
existing acts shall be introdnced te deal with tl
subject, tlie idea ot the commission te gather snob
tien from such sources as the logislature or the go
would consider advisable,"

Other resointions were-
That there be increased, grants te hospitals and

< chools for nurses.
That the City council petition the provincial go

te assume full responsibiiity ef financing the. hospitu
province by placing a miii rate levy against ahl of tt
able land in the province, both city and country,
such liospitais be made free te aîl its resident,.
from other provinces te be acceptod only upon sucli
undertaking te bear tlie full coat et caring for sucl

That the presont school grant from the proviie
crament is totally inadequate, and that it be doubi,

That the provincial government be petitione<
effect that each city and town be aliowed 50 per coi
revenue at present derived front licenses from aut

That 50 per cent, et the police court fines nov
the government be retained by the municipalities.

That legialation be intrednced te make conipu
a tax certificate te be filed with the registrar in
secure a registration et a transfor.

Endorsing the varions irrigation prejecte in the
Endorsing the suggestion that the four wesl

vinces of Canada organize a Western Canada Union
,4palities, and the incoming executive be autho.rized t
inegotiations with the Unjons et Municipalities et 1
Saskatchewan and Britishi Columbia, and take the i
steps that will tend te bring about sucli an affiliatii

Asking for an investigation ot other systemas
tien and sources ot revenue.

Oflicers Elected
Calgary was selected as the meeting place mý

The election of officers resulted as fellow:-
Hon. president, Mayor Marsall, Calgary; p

Cemmnissioner M. Freeman, Letbbridge; first vice1p
Dr. Chrystal, M.D., Carstairs; second vice-presideul
J. W. Clarke, Edmonton; secretary-treasurer, J. D. E
Canirose (re-elected).


