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Municipal LegiSiation in Alberta
Bond Holders %lay «Siffer S4)me Les, Biut Taxpaylug Power is
Sufficient te Nleet Obligations in MNl(,t Cýases,-Prov-int, Wil Continue
Io Exercla.e Control Tlhroug,,h Bo)ard of Public tlity Cornnisonr

i$y ANGUS LYELL

1tlat X1,en f esof etilht Ailbtrta lgltu a good
A ta Ur lioneý " Kis glv to l vh co il dt 1;1t iiof eti ilici pal

probk ges; te Ilalt t4er per tai Iinilg te a fismet, t h ltvyv i g
oftaes tbdipoa of pïrop(r'ty Offeredýf but Flet sold at t1a'

sales tel th l. and l vnidit.ion of vetrainr townY sa ud ri Ues
iti thtv salty or ofvrie, provincial a1i i

meting diknueidbeua;te thtge . et voitrl thbf
lezistature. should exris ver muilnicipilities; te the eXI.Un
te, whlh uaýlj -it I& l < ian ake advanles te aidj rfl.OdY
uettiers in üobtaining s;eed graili. sud se on.

TherV aire lu the province six cliaCSW 7 dmontori,
Lethbridgv, 3ledicine lBat, Rttd 1.iter and Wtkiwll, fiftY-

une tenon. hundred and elght villages and One hoindredl
aln(t'i îXtY-(elt meunicipal ditSt onli. of thosw 4ire in ia
bad waiy fiacaland tire civic fatiieru tire at th-ir vits'

cutd ias to home te v-ise- the neesy revenue. A thabascag
aud %Mlcleo(i have defaulted lu th(, paynieat of debenture in-
t'ret and aire llloely to go inte reeeiverhlpii during the year;
iti wille the latter may ftuaily mieut its Obligations, tht

treely expreglmet opinion iis that tire former: hopelesaly la-
solvent. We*askiwlm, bas been patfliittOd -foi- Ou. year only
-- t. o s (at-i tax on iconles, atnd i Medicin. liat, lifter 't
geood demi of rnaae,)uvrlutg, bas% otitii ba'tvt tc tory al tax
Of' teI Pet- cent. on rentais. But the t igiluture' dcie û
to boiseter Upi the credut t any. muiellY b lenilu

iinancial assistaute.

Daev.bopmtat W..ai Noe Sound

The cause of thov trouble ln nkirlyN every vaji se la r
expanalon, duo to sposutlatloý n l ad i tiei.,boom., d4ya
aud ganeral tunte on o the. part Of th08., adsnl1ster.
lug the. affaira ot tii. towuhx aud ctiti. flati thor. been Smri
de(velolimeint lu Caélgiry, for exampiflo, tilt. dity woulti hav.

lad, acordincLug te awtao ntmte reently hy ene of Its
aoiilseurabout torty icat o etstreet car trinchu in-~

ptandi o esvety-ftve, wýithi iew r an water maýtins% sucd1e.
wabks, anti gnkra l' lu rrtionlt,, wlbui1 would have men
a iuntr iueiltodin.et ab10out. liitun ilustuad O et wtouet
tht,.. millon dollars surd a tar\ rteý eudrble th absn
forty-ftve nuils. lliad thore htul cfeelet mnagement, th
li. mayt' or ùt Oet city wuould sur-cly Flot halve beos& rmt4,(

t. mnhcý ai trip te Nù)ow Ye for the )1*1lq ppof et ié
tiebnturs wich b.d bensolql, tagking with huai, if 1 Te-

mebe orctithe vlty troasurun to caérry t ii, bod
Thil, et thi. vallugation of propirit>y lu aniipotn

facrtger if, miipa'il geeuotIf tht asnlesa lano
fuir moi unifoirm1, accortlih, t.) the weorth uftl* tht ety
ithei flot unily nly Inljusticet bo dont' te ctrtain citizis but
the inilpility aot a wbole miay suifer finantcil og Te
ensrei qunlixation t asesuus the. iogiltlaturo a en.

actet tha4t, lu the t reset yaanti overy firth yer the -
lter, therc uAill ho ia valuationl et the Ilundlin lu each muni-

cipaLl district, hs autos ai ylclasaes
are suitject te variationl, if dneiuntaîr. byv the Asuesa4I-
ment Equalîxationi Ihard 01t tht, Deatie Ie unicipalI
Aifrairs.

Rlitherto thit ministet et inunic'lpatlitimom us d pwrtg)
diiimiis aint appoint ceunciîons, .Shojuld i vreums.tance" war-

raIt thes-e steýPs. Slich atlliy ha riow becn wtda
but if iu Fin«y inutilclaity the, nuirber of alderrmen i.;lesma
thrin tbat requireti tO ternl i a %poruuM, the minister eauT air-
range for an eloction te fil] the, vlacces, This las a siterg l

Contrel Througli Public U«tility Board
But whie the miinuster ef miunicipailties ha hotu shoru

of pow(lr tu dîjsmjiSS orl aLppoint Ceun1cillo-S, the legiîlature
bags tiglitenei, ra;tiler titan loosýeneti, its grip on miunici-
pallities, It h;- vesteti the Board ut Public Utility Commiiis-

sionee wih pocr t inivestigate, the linancial condition et
ny" aunipîîysd te plan wuysand meaLns ot relieving

tinajncial pressure.
Tht Public Utility Conimiis.sioners, hoever, will nti

ilngtfereý in the~ affaire et any town or city unies, requesteti
te do se0 cither hy the, minis;ter ot mnunicipalities, the citîzens
of tht uncpaî ftgelt, or by debenture-hoelers represent-
ing at lùnet oue-tourth of the total ot the bondeti indebteti-
nav Te omiaenr will thon consuit wvith tht electors
aint civedîtor,4 or thvir representatives, sud their recOmi-
nienidationls wtill net become biulng unîtess approved- by
hebldern et at leatst three-fifts ot the, bouded indebtedunesa
ntil coulirmieti 1,y tht Lletutenauit-Governor-4n-Couacil.

Wbr ai muucipality lu unablo te mecet its fitiancial
obligations, tht, Liitîeuaint-Gveruor-in-Counili has power
tu diuschargé tht civic tathurs and toi appoint an administrator
lu their place. Such admiinistrator- wouldl have full authorit-y

t. ev taxes anti te carry on the affaira eftIho tewu or
eity, deing auything whiich tht electeti ropreseutatives of
the people liai] poer te do.

Tax Paylugr Power la Mea8ure
Tht revenue produclng po-sibilities of a village, town or

clty constitute the dtiotrmining fater in procuring capital
for civlc imiprevemeurts, or other purposes, Water maRins,

9.eeage ytesor bridgea niay b. valuable asseta, but
are not reaidily convertible lut., cash lu casa ef liquidation.
Dobenture-helders look mainly to the. tax-q>ayiug power of al

inunleipatlity. andi revenuie la usually oItained bY a levy
ou landi, ou buildings sud Iîuprovermouta, on persona] pirep-
ortY and upon pensons carrylng on any trade, business or

Volume 65.


