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THE SITUATION.

Ini spite of denials that any causes of difference be-
tween the Governor General and the cabinet have arisen, it
îs certain ail has flot been smooth sailing, as over a sea
without a ripple. Miiitary men in high civil positions ai-
most invariably blunder'; and the fa'ct that the present
Governor General is no exception to the rule is patent.
That there bas been a repetition of the error in sorne form,
is beyond question. 'If Lafontaine had been in our diplo-
matic premnier's place, there would have been a protest
that would have echoed in the reniotest corners of the land.
It is an excellent thing to avoid open quarrels; but on
grave constitutional questions it is necessary to take such
a stand as the Baldwin -Lafont aine government took in its
day.

Whcn in secularîzing the clergy reserves, the then
Parliament of Canada declared in the preamble of the
Act, that it is desirabie to, put an end to, ail connection
between .Church and State, it did flot provide any
xnachinery by which this could be effectually and coin-
pletely donc. There had been, between churches, ques-
tions of precedence, and these survived secularization.
And now we hear loud complaints that the old prefer-
ences cropped up du ring the late visit to Canada of the
royal Duke -and Duchess. If in secularizing the
clergy reserves, the great source of contention between
the churches, the State had decided to, regard.the clergy
of different denomninations, on great State occasions,
eonly in their capacity ;as citizens, ail causes of jealousv
and heartburning over questions of denominational, pre-
cedence ouight to have died a natural death, thougli
they would die hiard. The recollection of old batties and
old preferences, of sttudied exclusions and insuits stili
rankies iii the unhappy memories of those tumes. When
one Ieading miember of a denomination is invited to a
State dininer, on a notable occasion, the uninvîted heads
of other denomninations d emand recognition and corn-
plain of being slighted. If none were recognizcd other-
wise than as distlnguished citizens, noue could say thati
tbey were exciuded on religious grounds. The coin-1

plainants obviously resent thecir flot having been mnade
objects of State patronage; but where there is no State
Chutrch il is better that such patronage should be ex-
tended t0 none; they want it only because they conceive
(,thers get it, so that they may flot be put inito a posi-
tion of inferiority. The recognition, on these occasions,
of ail denominations is practicaliy impossible; the
rCcognitîon of none otherwise than as citizens secins to
offer the oniy road to that perfect equality which betits
a country that bas broken loose froin the trammels of
a State Church.

Precedence, ini the early days of Canada, was a well
uinderstood thing. Lists were drawn up by authority, in
England, for use ini Canada, and they had the bindîing
effect of officiai social iaws. These tables have fallen
out of use, have become obsolete, or been formaily set
aside. In their place there is no binding substitute,
and great room is left for the play of arbitrary iýaprice.
The representative men of relîious soci-ýties openly
coruplain when they fancy theinselves ignored; a dis-
tirnguished citizen, when simiiariy treated, on State
occasions, is ,silent; he cannot complain for hirnself, and
there is nobody to do it for hirn. At a Provincial Gov-
ci iment House cliques will form; some one or a îcwv
persons, whose responsibilÎty it is difficult to se, wJll
run the whole thing. You can casily find a Superior
Court judge who bas net been there for years; dis-
tinguished citizens are flot necessarily rccognized by the
caprice that runs riot at what is iîîtended to be the
chief social centre, if the Provincial Government houses
have any raison d'etrc. Scan the names of the pub-
lished lists of the invitees, on minor occasions, and
judge how far they are representative. For what purpose
do Provincial Govcrnment bouses exist ? We fear
there is too, often a mistaken idea of the purposes
for which Government houses in the province
exist. The occupants, sometimes, corne to look
on themselves as having a right to do what they
like with what is not their own ; they forget th 'at
they have certain social duties to perform, and that thev
are there in a public capacity. To run a governinent
hic'use properly, whcn the inclination exists, is difficuit:
but if the managers try only to please theinseives and
a littie circle of private fricnds, they entirely miss the
oI)ject of their vocation. The public is long-suffering,
but it carefully notes ail deviations from the straight
path; and distinctive clamors are heard, froin time to,
time, when things- become intolerable.

The announicement of the completion of the
Istlimian treaty, to supersede the Clayton-Bulwer
trcaty, is adinitted to, have been premature; but the
difficuity which that question presented is regarded as
having been practically overcome. There is an idea
afloat that the settlemnent of this question wili clear the
way to, an agreement on questions now open betwveen
Canada and the United States. For this purpose, a
WNasington despatch says, an effort wiil be made to
reassemble the joint High Commission: in the carly part
of November. It is said that the New England manu-
facturers are using pressure on the Washington admin-
istration to bring about a reciprocity treaty with Can-
ada. This implies that they expect to jet for their
goods some special advantage from it. Two powerful
iiluenices are set the other way; the Canadian, manu-


