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MILITARY SMARTNESS.

A S HOIRT observation and consideration
of the Russian army serve to convince
me that in England we have a wrong

dea of miîitary smartnes3, a fact of which
as a private in the volunteers 1 was neyer
ible to convince my superior offic, rs.

The word " smartness "i self is of a vague
rnisleading character. When we talk of a
smnart writer, a smart man of business, and

smart woman, we use tdithe
different senses. So we may talk of a smart
soldier in different 'en-zes. "The Bounce-
ables were a devilish smnart régiment, s'?'
Thackeray's old Gann might say, " where
every officer kept bis four.in-hiand." A
smart corps, arnong the volunteers, means a
corps svhere the blacking and pipeclay are
laid on without s'int, and the march-past at
Easter is carried off with symmetrical
aplomb. This march-past is the end in life
of the volunteer, and almost all bis driling
is directed to carrying it off effectively. And
yet a march-past bas littde practical value;
one does flot want to march past the er.emy.

He would be a bold min who would say
anything in disparagement of thý! Russian
soldier, yet in Russia smartness is almost
unknown. The Russian Tommy dones not
swagger down the Nevsky eyeing the girls
in a purpie jerkin wi hl a cotton-wooi chest
sticking out in front of hiim ; hie slouchies
inodestly along in ra'her dingy homnespun.
The officers may be seen walking alrno;t as
rnodestly (always in uniformi), with their
arms full of Parcels and svith uimbrellas on
rainy days; mar.y of them eke out their pay
by giving lessons. All the Guards were
turned out the other day in full campaigning
order, svith their guns and baggage ; it was
a fine sight, but not smart. They rolled in,
walking as if they were stili treading between
plough lurrows ; men of various uniforrns
wvere ail jîînibled up together; sonne had their
mess-tins above their valises, some below;

some carried their portions of the tents hon.
zontally, some vertîcally; and every here and
there was a cheap fife or trumpet band to
keep therm in something resembling a step.
But you put these men with an enemy in
front of îhemn and you wili find it best to get
behind. The Russian officers, it is said, do
flot have to urge their men forward on the
field with harangues about " la gloire >;they

have to say, " Gen'ly, boys, gently !" Their
training and traditions are different fromn
ours. The troips quirtered in Sibtria are
not engaged in pipe-claying their boots;
îhey are taken out in squads of scouts and
hunters to maike their way through trackless
wilds, and to hunt bears and tigers.

The chief harm done in the British armiy
by striving after s-nartness is was-e of the
soldier.,' timie. lnstead of practi4.ng or learni-
ing uiseftil professions, playing hea'thy
games, pet farniing teais of marching and the
like, they are stt to rubbing things. It wvas
the oesthe-ic ideal wvhich used to ruake the
authorites %vain to fill the ranks wimh tili
men, and it is the acsthetic ideal whmch costs
t'le nation a deal of money in providing the
soldfiers with costumes only meant for show.'
This saine ide-il is likely to ruin thé vol,.n-
teets alîogecher ; there is very litile time f'r
theni to make themse:ves efficient defenders,
and none of that ought to be squandered on
ar pearances. -l'al Mail Gazette.

THE CAPTAIN'S DILEMMA.
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THE NATIONAL ARTILLERY
ASSOCIATION.
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When living in a tent you can't have the
luxu ries of home; you must do without the
china basin and the porcelain-lIned bath,

You can have Indurated Fibreware,though;
it is espeoially adapted for camp lîfe, is aimosit
unbreakable, light yet strong, can be knocked
around, and has no hoops ta fali off.
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Ail Grocers.

The E. B. EDDY Cou Ltd. HUIl, Can.
Branches. MON TREAL and TORON TO.
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