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STAND OR SQUAT ?

A rather ridiculous question has agitated 
diplomatic circles lately ; . and yet it is not 
wholly and entirely laughable after all, for it 
involves a subject for considerable thought 
It appears that Mr. Watson, the newly-appoint­
ed Chargé <t Affaires of our Government at 
Japan, has been “ putting on airs ” and dictat­
ing to the Mikado of Japan bow he, Mr. Wat- 
son, should he received at the Japanese Court. 
The custom of the Court is—as is usual with 
all Eastern nations—that the Mikado should 
receive all visitors seated, and the visitor, after 
the customary obeisance, should likewise scat 
himself. But Mr. Watson was stiff in the 
knees, and absolutely refused to “ squat," In­
sisting that he should he allowed to stand 
during the interview ; this, of course, the 
Japanese officials could not consent to, and so 
matters remained at a dead-lock, and Mr. Wnt- 
son “ wrote home for instructions." How mat­
ters would have ended, whether a declaration 
of war would have followed Mr. Watson’s de­
claration that he would not “ squat,” or what 
awful events would have occurred in the event 
of the Mikado persisting in his determination 
to “ squat," it is impossible to tell, for the 
Mikado, like a sensible man, as he appears to 
he, cut the Gordion knot by consenting to 
stand during the interview, and so the diffi­
culty ended. Now it appears to us rather a 
cheeky thing for a man to go into another 
man’s house and dictate to him how he shall 
behave himself in his own premises, for this 
is really what Mr. Watson did. Fancy the 
Japanese Ambassador to England gravely in­
forming Queen Victoria that ho could not be 
presented to her unless she « squatted * to re­
ceive him. There is an old saying that when 
we arc in Rome we should do as the Romans 
do ; and surely the Court of Great Britain has 
enough “forms and ceremonies” of its own to 
which foreigners are compelled to submit, to 
allow its representatives to comply with the 
forms and ceremonies of other courts. Per­
haps Mr. Watson may have a wooden leg, or a 
stiff knee, or a weak hock, or some other bodily 
ailment which prevents the possibility of Bis 
squatting ; but wo think that infirmity should 
have been discovered before ho was sent to a 
post where it was known lie would be required 
to “ squat” We boast of being the most civi­
lised nation on the earth, and call the Japanese 
H U semi-barliarous ” people ; but we think the

sound common sense of the " semi-barbarous * 
Mikado, in avoiding any difficulty over a mere 
matter of form, showed in strong contrast to 
Uic '< civilized " snobbishness of the self-in­
flated Ambassador ; and that llie Mikado, by 
gracefully compromising Mr. Wntnuu’s imper­
tinence, rose a whole head and shoulders above 
the dictatorial representative of Her Most 
Gracious Majesty the Queen. AVo hope Mr. 
Watson's mission to Japan will be a short one, 
far if lie continues in the spirit he has begun, 
he will do little to improve the friendly rela­
tions now existing between the two nations, 
and may do much to disrupt them. We hope, 
however, that he will not be sent from Japan 
to China; for should he he invited to dine in 
tile presence of the Emperor, he would un­
doubtedly insist on his using a knife and fork 
with his sice instead of the traditional chop­
sticks, mill the result might ho even more 
serious—to the Emperor, for lie might stick 
his mouth with tlic fork—than the “ squatting " 
difficulty in Japan.

QUEBEC CENTRE.

The scene which occurred at the election in 
Quebec on Monday, 5th inst., was one which 
recalls the memory of * the dark ages ” rather 
than the enlightenment of the nineteenth cen­
tury, and should cause a fueling of shame to 
all lovers of fuir play and honesty in politics— 
as far as politics can be honest—that such a 
disgrace should have been placed on tlic Pro­
vince of Quebec. The contest between Messrs. 
Boss and Cnuclion in Quebec Centre was of an 
unusually bitter nature from the outset, anil 
grave fears of a riot were entertained from an 
early date, and precautions taken to guard 
against it ; but, unfortunately, the precautions 
were not sufficient to prevent a conflict be­
tween tlic two factious, and Mr. Cnuclion has 
tire satisfaction of knowing that lie has been 
elected—illegally it is alleged—at tlic sacrifice 
of three human lives, and the wounding and 
probably maiming for life of twenty more of 
his fellow townsmen. AVe condense the fol­
lowing account of tlic riot from the Quebec 
Chronicle :—

” From the earliest hour the polling booths wore 
filled and votes polled in favour of both candidates, 
Messrs. Hose mid Ciiuohun. There was nv display ol’ 
ill-feeling during the morning, and ail wont off peace­
ably, untn nt about eleven o'clock, when the C'nu- 
cliou rowdies took possession of the polls in the sub­
urban districts, nnd conimonccd to try to hold their 
usual euruivel of bloodshed and riot * « - »
All went well anil quietly until the Cauehon men be­
gan to show violence. At about half-past twolve 
o’clock there was a massing of the Cauehon lighting 
men m the suburbs. Shortly afterwards the St. John's Ward nollinv-boiise. No. 1, was taking pos­
session of, and the invading roughs moved into the 
town towards the Stadaoona Ilutel.”

After describing the entrance of (.'auction's 
men into town and their meeting with the 
Ross pasty, the reporter continues :

“ A shot of a'pistot was fired from Csuehon's men, 
who oxtondedfrom St. John to the rear of D'Aiguillon 
streets, up to St. Genevieve, and down to St. Ena- 
tncho streets- Another followed, and then the battle 
begun. Revolvers were drawn on both sides, nnd 
bang I bang! they went without stop for n quarter of 
an hour, while stones and reeks flow, and men bela­
bored one and other with sticks and skull crackers 
whenever they got near one another. The ltoss men 
maintained their ground, and they obtained no ad­
vantage until one of the standard-bearers was shot 

. down. The standard bearer was James Bundle, a 
suit maker of Diamond llurbor. Shielding his person 
etreluliy by the angle of the English burying ground 
wall, a ruffian leaned forward so as just to see poor 
Ganillo, took deliberate aim and fired. The bullet 
struck him in the mouth, and ho fell and died with­
out a groan. lie was picked up and carried into the 
Polloo Station just «* the Provincial Police charged 
up the hill in a body, under a shower of bullets and 
stones. They separated the fighting parties, and by 
keeping the street, prevented them tirera joining, anil 
continuing the fight. The Police come along bravely 
under command of Captains iloigham and A'uycr, 
while Mr. tikoflington lead a detachment through the 
thickest of the lire. Mut the fight went on at inter­
vals, and though the Police drew cordons, efforts 
wore luiide by both parties to brouk through the 
linos and reach each other. They rushed around 
corners howling nnd shrieking, while revolver shots 
whistled through the streets viciously, and etonos 
flow and dropped on beads over the ground in the 
most extraordinary manner. • • • • * 
Stones flow and revolvers popped all during the af­
ternoon : now and thon some one could be seen to 
fall, with a eat or a braise from n stone, or to exa­
mine tho lust hole made in him by a bullet ; some
Eoor fellow would fall down under a heavy blow, and 

e lifted into the house near. So it went on, for hours •«••••• 
Three men lost thoir lives, nnd over twenty have re­
ceived wounds from pistol bullets. Those who aso 
bruised with stones are without number ; we wore 
unnblu to obtain thoir names, and we have not those 

1 of the other mon killed besides David Gnndle. Of 
tho wounds—one young man is shot in tho chest, and 
tho doctor is afraid to touch the bullet for fear it may 
fail into tho lungs. Another has his nose nearly 
taken off ; another is shot in the side, nnd the wound 
is dangerous ; and another has two bullets in tho 
arm, and may lose it from tho shoulder : another 
has his thigh drilled through ; fingers and thumbs 
are plentifully missing, and one eye has been coin-
Elately knocked out. AVo give no names. This is 

y no means a complete list of casualties ;7tho hos­
pitals have received their full quota of patients, but 

many have been taken to their homes.
An inquest was hold on the body of John 

Gnndle, and a verdict of wilful murder was 
brought in by the jury against Jean Lord and 
other parties unknown ; and the jury recom­
mend further strict investigation. At the 
time of writing (9th inst.) the excitement is 
still very great, and fears are entertained of an 
attack on Diamond Harbor by the French 
Canadians. ' It is stated that the people of 
Champlain street refuse to allow tho French 
Canadians to work in the Coves, and it has 
been resolved by the French Canadians to 
march up there and take forcible possession of 
the place. It is feared that bloodshed will be 
tho result.

ABOUT DRUNKENNESS:

“ AVhat shall we do with the drunkards?" 
The question is constantly being asked in this 
city, and the only answer seems to he “ Give 
them ‘one dollar, or eight days.’” Year after 
year the same sad record goes on of thousands

arrested for drunkenness ; and year after year 
tlic number increases instead of showing any 
signs of an abatement of thceviL The follow­
ing is a statement of the number of arrests for 
drunkenness yearly for the past five years, 
which will give some idea of the vest propor­
tions the evil has reached :

Males. Females. Total.
1867.. .. 8,913 1,040   4,963
1808.. .. 4,048 1,089................... fi,]07
1860.. .. 3,888 1,087................... 4.076
1870.. .. 4,313 1,045................... 5,358
1871.. .. 4,402 973................... 5,384

It will thus be seen that the number of 
drunkards 1ms increased from 4,963 in 1867 to 
5,384 in 1871, an increase of 431, and when we 
consider the fact that the troops were here 
in 1867 and that of the number of arrests for 
that year there were 117 soldiers, while in 1871 
there were only 3 soldiers arrested, tlic differ­
ence between 1867 and 1871 will be swelled 
to 545, or an increase of drunkenness amongst 
our citizens of over 11 per cent in the five years 
from 1867 to 1871. This in spite of the great 
efforts made by the advocates of temperance, 
and the stringent liquor law which was passed 
two years ago by the local legislature, has an 
alarming look ; the evil of drunkenness seems 
to increase the more violent are the means 
taken to check it. Fine and imprisonment 
appear to be Inadequate to the task of suppres­
sing, or even reducing the evil, would it not, 
therefore, be well to try some other means? 
In Paris it used to be the custom to make 
drunkards sweep Hie streets every morning, 
which besides being a punishment was an 
economical way of keeping the city clean ; now 
poor Paris cannot afford to let her drunkards off 
without contributing something to the general 
revenue to pay tlic war debt, and so drunkards 
and dogs were put together on the list of 11 tax­
able articles," and if a man gets drunk in Paris 
now he 1ms to pay for it. We do not quite 
agree with the practice of making drunkards 
sweep the street.,, altho' it would doubtless 
prove very efficacious in some instances ; but it 
really does appear to be time to take some 
steps towards trying permanently to reform 
and reclaim to tlic general good of society some 
of these unfortunates who are now drinking 
themselves into the grave. Foremost amongst 
these means is a stringent inspection law, re­
quiring all liquor sold in any hotel, bar-room, 
grocery Ac., to lie subject to inspection at any 
time by capable government officers who shall 
have power to confiscate all bad or impure li­
quor found on the premises, and prosecute the 
proprietor for keeping adulterated liquor for 
sale. If people igpst drink—and they will 
diink whatever temperance men may preach 
to the contrary, notwithstanding—let us at 
least take care that the stuff they drink is as 
little liurtfnl as possible. ' AVe venture to say 
—and we think we keep within bounds—that 
at least one half of the drunkenness in this 
oity is caused not by the quantity but by the 
quality of the liquor sold; the vile de­
coctions which are made up and sold 
as “brandy,” “rum,” Ac., are frequently little 
better than rank poison, and very little is 
needed to set the brain whirling, and render a 
man drunk. We have inspectors of flour and 
other articles, but wc have no inspection of 
two of the most important articles of our daily 
life, fresh meat and liquor ; while wc are care­
ful that a barrel of flour shall contain the right 
weight and bo of the proper quality, we take 
no care to see that the meat daily exposed for 
sale is not half putrid, or that the liquor doled 
out across the counter of the bar is not more 
than half pure poison. This matter of the in­
spection of liquor is one which ought to attract 
public attention. If liquor must be sold, let it 
at least be of good quality ; and wc believe a 
law subjecting bar-rooms, groceries, Ac., to 
tho same kind of inspection that bakeries are 
now liable would do more towards decreasing 
drunkenness than half a dozen prohibitory 
laws.

Another thing which wc need very badly in 
Montreal—or in its immediate vicinity—is an 
asylum for inebriates, whore the victims 
of drink con be sent with some hope 
of a reformation taking place. How 
many fathers and mothers in tills city would 
be thankful for such on institution to which 
they could send their erring children when 
first led away by the demon of drink. It ap­
pears to us that such an institution could ho 
built at small cost somewhere in the suburbs 
of Montreal, say behind the mountain, or at 
Hochclaga, or Lachinc, and be made almost 
self-supporting, by charging for first and second 
class inmates, os is done in the New York 
Asylum ; and oven if it were not self-support­
ing, wc cannot fancy a better or more suitable 
manner of applying the money received nt tlic 
Recorder's Court for fines for drunkenness than 
to use it in endeavoring to reclaim a few of 
those addicted to tho pernicious habit. The 
New York Asylum, on Ward's Island, has now 
been in operation about four years, and the re­
sults, so far, have been highly encouraging ; 
the place Is not meant as a prison, but more 
as a school to train the passion for drink into 
submission, and to arouse in the victim a de­
sire to shake off the hold of tho demon and 
free himself from the baleful influences of an 
unbridled appetite for strong drink. AVe give 
the following account ot a recent visit to this 
institution by a reporter of the N. Y. Tribune,

which will no doubt prove interesting to many 
of our readers t—
' “ Tlie building Is a targe three story structure 
with a Mansard roof. It Is built of brick, and 
lias two large wings. On the first floor are too 
offices, reception-room, library, and a large din­
ing-room tor flrat-cluss. boarders. In toe west 
wing are slcoplng-reoms, 12 by 14 feet, well 
tiiriilshod and carpeted, a reception-room, par­
lor, and a reading-room. Tlic second class dining­
room is In this part ot toe building. It Is 00 
by 20 feet and has 16 large windows. The first- 
class boarders pay $10 or $15 a week, according 
to (lie room occupied ; the second-class boarders 
$5, and others $2.50. On the second floor In the 
west wing are the rooms of tho second-class 
boardors. Tho rooms are very largo and con­
tain about twenty beds. The mattresses are of 
straw, and the rooms are well kept. On the 
second floor In tho main building there is a 
chapel, wore both 1'rotostaut and Roman Ca­
tholic services arc hold. Rooms for boarders 
who are willing to pay $20 a week ore on this 
floor, and in toe third story are apartments 
for poor inebriates. In the basement are cells 
where violent drunkards are lodge.

“ The number of patients hi the Asylum is 
about 10, all but seven being first or second-class 
boarders. Tho third-class boarders have work 
to do in and around tho building, and do not as­
sociate with the other patients.

“The aim of the institution seems to be to 
furnish Inebriates with a pleasant home, where 
they will be beyond too reach of temptation; 
and hence the buildings and grounds are very 
attractive, and the social relations of too in­
mates very agreeable. Patients amuse them­
selves with billiards, dominoes, and even base­
ball. The Asylum will accommodate about 
250 patients. If a patient enters the Asylum 
of Ills own accord, ho is at liberty to lonvo it nt 
pleasure ; but if placed there by friends ho is 
subjected to tlielr orders. Inmates often re­
turn, one of them having repeated ten times Ills 
first visit to the Asylum. About one-half of the 
patients after dismissal yield to temptation, but 
reform In tlic cane of tile rest, it Is hoped, is per­
manent. It is estimated that nearly one-half 
of thu patients are victims of domestic unhap­
piness ; and In n large mini' :• of cases tlic taste 
for liquor is hereditary.

“ Within tho past four years about 100 wdmen 
have occupied rooms in tlic Asylum. Of these 
nearly one-third have been ladles moving lu the 
highest circles of society. They were all mid­
dle-aged, and nearly all laid been married. Me­
dicines are only administered incuse of delirium 
tremens—hydrate of chloral and bromide of 
potassium being the drugs. The object Is to 
hid lice sleep, though In many cases the medi­
cines have an opposite effect. During four years 
only one patient has died of delirium Lromens 
in the Asylum.

epitome of latest news.

°-\N£D4\TTho work on the tower of the Parlia­ment buildings is progressing but slowly. Tho im­
provements ui front of tho Partiaiuant grounds, under 
control of Mr. Goodwin, are going on that.——Tho 
Lacrosse umtoh between the Kniokeibockor and 
Launaetor Clubs reunited in three straight games for
Omtamnln45#27 wd 15 minutes respectively.----
The department of Public Works is about to call for 
tenders for the proposed improvements in the har- 
bour accommodation at Montreal. 1 A most ap- 
palling crime was oonunittod by a man named Scott 

** Township of Bedford. It ap- penre tant tieutt, who is of a very violent disposition, 
hod a quarrel with his father on the day mentioned, 

attacked turn with a hay fork, Inflicting two 
wounds on huu, from the effect ef whieh ho died m 
about 1» minute*., Hitherto his father carried a de­
fensive weawn with him in ease of an assault by the 
son* but on this occasion he was running from him 
and received a wound in tho book, lie thon turned 
round and faced, his son, upon which he gave him a 
fatal wound in the chest. The son fled to the village 
of Parkham and was arrested there. An inquest 
was held upon tho Body of the father by Coroner 
Cowan, and tho Jury brought a verdict ef wilful mur­
der against the son. lie is new lodged in the county 
jail, awaiting trial at tho assizes.—It is stated 
that Sir John Rose U created a Baronet in recogni­
tion pi his eomees to Europe.-------Grace Marks,
who has been confined in the Penitentiary for about 
25 years, was liberated on tith inst. and left for the 
States at once. She is 43 years of age, and looks re­
markably well. She has occupied many positions of 
confidence during her imprisonment.-——A Morrell, 
a Jew podlor, doing business over the Leader olfioe 
Toronto, was arrested on Saturday morning charged 
with murdering a girl named Robccoa Moss, a resi­
dent of Hamilton, in March last. Information was 
laid by tho mother of the murdered girt who came 
from England for that purpose.-^—Reports from 
the North-West indicate that tho surveyors arc all at 
work, and are pushing tho surveys forward with all 
possible dispatch. A portion of tho North-West ter­
ritory, considerably to the west, is also being sur­
veyed.

United States.—At .Long Branch, on 3rd Inst. Mr. 
Bannatync's Alilesian won the stoeplc ehnso. Time, 
3m. 52js.' About 800 German Catholics held a 
meeting at Cincinnati on 4th inst. and passed resolu­
tions of indignation at the expulsion of the Jesuits 
from the German empire, and resolved to send copies 
of thoir resolution to Bismarck.—At New York, 
ou5th inst., some $10,000 worth of silksavere seized 
ina shop titled up as a cigar store. It is believed 
that the goods wore smuggled. No arrests have been
made. .......Tho Iowa elevator, the property of Mr.
Hugh Maher, was destroyed at Chicago on 5th inst., 
with 80,000 bushels of grain, mostly corn, valued at 
about $70,000. The building was Wurth, probably, 
$25,000. Insured.—Secretary JJoutwcll antici­
pates that tho reduction in the public debt for Au­
gust will bo over Voter Shuffcr wns
stubbed to the heart on Saturday by lloiurich ia'ru- 
liek, at Syracuse. N. Y- It is claimed by the mur­
derer that Shaffer insulted his family. ■ A des­
tructive fire occurred on titii inst. nt Minneapolis, 
consuming the residences ol C. M. Uushhig. A. M. 
Shay and J. Ellis, the Methodist and Episcopal 
churches, the residence of Dr. Leonard, and three 
others. Loss $50.000. The Herald'h London des­
patch says Stanley is iuviled to dine with Lord Gran­
ville iiud Lady Franklin, uud other distinguished 
people.

THE NEXT PARLIAMENT.

The following is a list of tlic members elect­
ed to the second Parliament of the Dominion, 
up to 0th inst
jJf Ministerial ; O Opposition ; I Independent.

ONTARIO.
11. O. I.

Brockville ......... Buell. 0 1 0
Cnrleton............... Rochester. 1 0 0
Essex................... O’Connor. 1 0 0
Frontenac............ Kirkpatrick. 1 0 0
Grenville, S. ... 1* rouse. 0 1 0
Hns rags, W. R__
Hostings, N. R. ..

Brown. 1 0 0
Bowell. 1 0 0

Kingston............ Mir John A. 
Macdonald. 1 0 0

Lanark, S. R....... Haggart. 1 0 0
Lanark, N. R....... Galbraith. 0 1 0
Lennox ............... Cartwright. 0 I 0
Leeds, N. R......... Junes. 1 0 0
Lincoln............... Merritt. 1 0 0
London .............. Carling. 1 0 0
Norfolk, N. R.... Charlton. 0 1 0
Northumberland, W.lt. Cockburn. 1 0 0
Ottawa City........ Currier. 1

Lewis. 1
0
0

0
0

Prescott............. Hagar. 1 0 0
Russell............... Dr. Grant. 1 0 0
Siracoe, N. It....... Cook. 0 1 0
Simcoej S. R........ W. C. Little. 1 0 0
York, N................
Grey, 8. It...........

Dodge. 1 0 0
Linderpcrs. 0 1 0

Ontario, 8. U.......... Gibbs. 1 0 0
Welland............. .... Street. 1 0 0

quzH.c.
Argentcuil........... Abbott. 1 0 0
Bcllccliase......... Fournier. 0 1 0
Chicoutimi......... Price. 1 0 0
Champlain......... Ross. 1 0 0
Compton............. Pope. 1 0 0
Dorchester.......... Lnngevin. 1 0 0
Huntingdon .... Scrivcr. 1 0 0
Juliette............... Baby. 1 0 0
Kiimouroska........ Pelletier. 0 1 0
Laval.................. Bcllcrosc. 1 0 0
Levis................... Blanche!. 1 0 0
Montmagny........ Taschereau. 0 1 0
Montmorency .,. Langlois. 1 0 0
Ottawa County... Wright. 1 0 0
Portneuf.............. St. Georges. 0 0 1
Quebec East....... Tourangeau. 1 0 0
Quebec County .. Chauveau. 1 0 0
Quebec Centre ... Cauehon. 1 0 0
Quebec West.... McGreevy. 1 6 0
St. Maurice.......... Dr. Lacertc. 1 0 0
Stanstcad ....... C. C. Colby. 1 0 0
Sherbrooke......... Brooks. 1 0 0
Terrebonne........ Masson. 1 0 0
Three Rivers.... Macdougall. 1 0 0
Hrnme ............... . Carter, 1 0 0
Missisquoi............. Baker. 1 0 0

NEW BRUNSWICK.
Kant____....... Renaud. 1 0 0

St. John, City and ’ Burpee. I
Palmer, 1

0
0

0
oCounty................ .... Tilley. 1 0 0

Northumberland. Mitchell. 1 0 0
Queen's .................. Ferric. 1 0 0
Westmoreland ... Smith. 1 0 0
York............... . Pickard. 1 0 o
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Seeing Ghosts.—Did you over see a ghost ? 
A real live, sociables kind of ghost who will go 
anywhere and let anybody see him 7 If you 
have not we would advise you to get the parlor 
novelty called “Ghosts Everywhere” sold by 
McIntosh & Co., Brockylllc, Out., and you can 
1mvo a ghost in every room In tho house. There1# 
it pleasant prospect for you I The Illusion is an 
excellent one and will afford considerable amuse­
ment during tho long winter evenings. See 
advertisement on eighth page.

France.—European advices slate that the cx- 
Empcror Napoleon is about to visit Uarkbad, and 
the Aurtrinn Government has sent him a note of 
gratification as to his assurance. Unit he hopes to 
avoid any diplomatic cxplanatiou tut to his presence 
in a Bohemian bathing place.—President Thiers 
has gone so Troivillo, a seaside resort in the depart­
ment of Calvados.——M. Grovy. President of the 
National Assembly, to-day atinouncod a recess of 
that body until 2ltli November.—Freshets in tho 
Garoune and other rivers in the south of France 
have caused great destruction of pionorty.— 
Thanksgiving services for the success of the new loan 
wore held in all the churches in Paris.

Spain.—The Imperial newspaper of Madrid, in an 
article debiting the operations of tho Spanish troops 
in Cuba sW> the commencement of the insurrection 
on that island, says : 13.<500 rebels have been killed, 
70,000 have given in their submission to Spanish au­
thority, and 10,000 horses, 5.000 arms and 3,000 awords have boon captured.—The Oorreepnndencia de­
clare# that there is no truth in the Spanish Govern­
ment would send agents abroad to raise funds.-------
The Cabinet has eubnvfted to tho King a series of 
regulations for the abimtivn of slavery in the Span­
ish Dominions.—The Carlist prisoners taken 
during the late insurrection have been sent to the 
Canaries.

England.—Parliament was prorogued on Saturday 
10th inst. nt 2 o'clock. —There is some excite­
ment throughout Ireland over a roport that gold has 
been discovered near the town of Kinsal. —Sere- 
nil railway casualties having occurred recently, by 
which upwards of 20 lives were lost. Parliament lius 
been asked to investigate tho causes of tho disasters, 
nnd inquire into the general management of rail­
roads, with relation to thesulctyof passengers.-------
The Right lion. Lord llathcrlcy, Lord High Chan­
cellor, has resigned in conséquence of failing eye­
sight*—The total number of emigrants who 
sailed from Liverpool lor Ainerioa, in tho month of 
July, is 17,000.

Mexico.—Colonel Pedro Valdez, of tho Mexican 
army, crossed the Rio Grande with an armed band 
and captured Gonzales at his rancho, below Eiiglo 
Pass, Texas. Valdez carried him prisoner to Mexico.
He also took horses from Gonzales' rnnchc.-------
Revino has signified his intention of accepting tho 
amnesty, on condition that the General Government 
will remove Gareen. Ayala, and become responsible 
for all his acts during the revolution.—Genurat 
Rocha has 7000 men in Monterey and 2000 in SukiUo.

Germany.—The Provemal correspondent considers 
the approaching meeting of tho Eiupurora of Germany 
nod Russia and Austria u guarantee of peace for 
Europe. It adds that it is tho purpose of Germany 
to maintain and strengthen tho bonds between Aus­
tria and Prussia, for whoso friendship sho prepared 
the way.

Turkey.—Constantinople adviecs of tho 24th ult. 
state that tho Turkish authorities ordered two 
agents of tho British Bible Society to leave Broussn. 
Thoir books wore seized, and tho sale of all Protest­
ant works is prohibited. Tho British Embassy at 
Constantinople is investigating the affair.

Abyssinia.—A despatch from Suez reports that 
two thousand Egyptians are advancing on Abyssinia 
with a view to conquest. Tho Abyssinian# are 
marching to meet them, but it is generally thought 
that Magdala will eventually fall into the hands of 
tho invaders.

Russia.—A despatch from Niechnu Novgorod, 
dated 7th inst., states that a great conflagration is 
now raging in that oity. A tire broke out in that 
quarter of the place where the fair is boiug held, and 
already destroyed a groat quantity of valuable goods.

Italy.—Liberal candidates are reported successful 
in nearly all Italian municipal elections.—The 
Armenian Patriarch Uodsvuu, expelled from Turkey, 
has arrived nt Romo.

How Spiders Spin—The spinning apparatus of the 
spider is truly wonderful. Un the under side of the 
creature's body are placed four or six little knobs, 
each net larger than the point of a pin. These are 
outlets of certain receptacles within tho abdomen, 
where the silk is prepared. When tho spider wishes 
to spin a thread, it presses tho knobs, or spinnerets, 
with one of its legs, and forthwith there Issue from 
each, not one but a thousand fibres, of suoh exquisite 
fineness, that it is only when tho products of all tho 
spinneret# are united that they become visible to the 
naked eye. The “thread” of tho spider is thus a 
tiny rope of four or six thousand strands. Tho twist­
ing into one cord is performed by the hindmost pair 
of legs, whieh, like tho rest, are furnished with three 
claws apiece. Using these claws as fingers, tho little 
rope-maker twists her groups oflhreuil into one with 
surprising rapidity. A writer in 11 Scribner's Month­
ly” gives an account of the spider's usual manner of 
spinning nnd mounting The insect first extends its 
thighs, shanks, and foot in a right lino, nnd thon, 
elevating its abdomen until it becomes vertical, * 
shouts its thread into the air and flies off from its 
station. A geometric spider was observed to rise 
upon .its cable in this wise; having dropped by its * 
thread about six inches from the olyoot on which it ' 
was running, it immediately omitted a pretty long «' 
liuo at a right angle with that by which it was sus- • 
ponded. This thread quickly changed from tho ho­
rizontal to tho vertical, carrying the spider along • ' 
with it. When she had ascended ns far above the,- 
object ae she baJ dropped below it, sho let out tho ' 
thread by which sho had been attached to it, and 
continued Hying smoothly upward uutll she alighted: 
upon the wall of the room.


