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!ditorial Notes.

"Chloroform at Sixty."- No reflective rnan reaches his
mieridian without realizing the value and sacredness of huilian
life in its general sense as wvel1 as in its inclividual manifestation.
The profession of medicine stands as tihe guardian of humnan
life, andi it is something of a shock to even the niost careless that

a representative of the profession shouid speak iii favor of
shortening the term of life as a routine mneasure. The Anglo-
Saxon race particuiarly is exacting iii its standards of dignity,
sympathy, and insiglit for the physician, iii its clemands that lie
individualize, not gnalein bis mieasures. An utterance
fromi a leader ini the profession reflecting -n the usefulness of
exkistence beyond a certain perioci cornes wkiza depressing force
to the sensitive, reacts, -\with koubt and distrust, upon the general
profession. As a serious utterance it would be, pessinîistic in its
every tendency; as a jest it is foreign to flic genius of the pro-
fession, wor-thy only of the professional joker or tlie notoriety
seeker. Dr. Osier, of course, cannot be classed under either o-f
these categ-ories, and it is peculiarly unforitunate, just on flic eve
of his departure f rom Amierica to take one of the leadinig rnedical
professorslîips ini Great Britain, tliat a public utterance of his
should be distortcd bV newspaper " enterprise "apparently Éo
signify depreciation of- hum-an age-value. We have not seen
flic text of the address. but Dr. Osier telegraphs us: " Con-
tradict, please, iii Amnerican MWedicine> t hat I ad-,ised chloroform
for men at sixty. WTm. Osier." The symipa-thly of ail plîysicians
who respect the dignity of their profession and appreciate the
value of individual liman experience sliould be extendeci to Dr.
Osier for bis annoyance under tlîis m-ost recent instance of news-
paper misunderstanding of professional ideais.-Amcreiicait
MAedic,ite.

" Osierize "-An Unfortunate Addition to the Dictionaries.-
Lost is the journal, lay or medical, yellow, pink, or white, that
does not nowadays have a column devoted to Dr. Osler's re-
portecl opinions concerning the value, or preferably the- value-
lessness, of older men. To osierize, to 1)e oslerized, or wrorthy '.o
be os1erized . are new termns which the lexicograplier nmust lience-
forth define. And with a groan! Because lie xviii have to
caution against con founding, the terni with Bowç,dle,)r&,e, which
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