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NOEME THOUGHTS.
THE LIFE BEYOND THE TOMB,

In snd Snprlng A ssociated la Time
ana Eternity.

etrangeILishowlittlewe try torealise
thé continued life which our friend are
living beyond the tomb. -It would seen
as if ve hd only a sort of half belief in
the unbroken current of that vigorous
life which vas born of God, pased
through an earthly phase and sank again
into the mystic womb of eternity. That
every intelligent being lives on forever,
and retains all the essential faculties of
its nature unimpaired by the change of
death is a dogma of our Holy Faith
which can be questioned as little as the
existence of God Himself. Yet, we find
it bard ta think that the countless mil-
lions who have come and gone sine
Abel closed his eyes outaide the gates of
Eden, are now living a life as real as the
human beings around us. It concerns
us much to know what are the joyu or
sorrows wbich they, who were once as
we, do now experience. They lived their
little day and pssed, as we shali.pas, to
neet the awful Judge Who weigh the

merite and demerits of human life-to
-Him " who considers the ways of men."

In whatever statA the cold grasp of
Death may bave seized those mortal
men, in that same condition shall they
continue forever. Their last chance of

- moral change ha. gone, their final favor
from on high is given, the supreme termn
of earthly probation shall they ever
know. For thousands, perhaps, the
mortal span was brief ; but it was none
the lesa a test of love and righteousness.
To all alike, whether young or old in
years, justice has beer done, help sufi-
aient to reaeh the Life of Glory bas been
given, and if they failed. to themselves
alone must be attributed the fault. Never
will the Creator condemn to final aud un-
ending misery the creature who bas died
looking earnestly for the ]ove and light
of mercy. But the reign of mercy ends
at deat.h, and where, all through lite, thé'
Father's face was seen, there now appear
but the rigid lineaments of the stern, ex-
acting Judge. What, then, bas been the
fate of the thronging millions who have
entered
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the heart.-f,.as Protestantismn so 11o-
gicaily asserf aitér death there be only
beaven or bell,:how ehall we dare to
hope for thé eaféty of our dear oues gone,
before, while atili burdened with unexpia-
ated sins and who shall say that, when
thé just mari fall seven times, al have
been free from faulte? This cold and
despairing doctrine which was born of
-that atheistic movement miscalled the
Reformation, paralyses the hopes and
aspirations of every human heart that
mourns the dead. It is, in its last analy-
sie, s contemptuous denial of the divine
attribute of justice, and hence the de-
struction of the very concept of an All
Just.-

Head and heart, then, proclaima a pur-
gatory beyond the tomb, and the Church
solemnly defines its existence. There in
&hat prison drear lie myriade of our race
and kind. Unspeakable are the torments
wich they feel while withheld from-the
God they so much désire. Thidreadful
harrowing.of the soul, this most intimate
and exquaite toriture of a conscious being
longing and thirsting after God with all
the impetuous strength of a fettered
spirit.-this it is which constitutes the
essential and most potent pain of purga-
tory, asait does likewise cause the endlese
torient of the damned. This is, doubt-
les, the reason whih led to many theo-
logians to say that the pains of purga-
tory differed from those of bell only in
their limited duration. Now, this "pain
of loes," as it in technically called, is
common to every soul that is detained
in this mysterious House of Expiation ;
and hence there seemns o room for any
really light sufféring where the writhing

PAIN OF SEPARATION
ls felt by all. Besidés this pain of
lose, the captive soul suffera, too,
another torment such as we
have spoken of in reference to
the damned. What may be the pecu-
liar nature of this élément or force that
is the instrument of suifering we know
not. The Church ise ilent ; but it is only
fair to say that, we to judge of her mind
from the constant and.universal feeling
of her children, we should unhesitating-
ly say that this element was a real
material fire. This, however, is not an
article of faith, although we fancy it
would be rash to suppose another ele-
ment where the overwhelming sense of

af purgatory. No one lnoking upon Him
whom they crncified can dareto doubt
the sincerity of the divine universal will
to sav every child of Adam ifrom in.
and sorrow eternal. God's revealéd love
and mercy lead us, nay, compel us, to
believe tha could the lost soule lu hell
but utter even now one repentant ory,
their pardon were issued. But with
deeperate, deliberate malice they have
forever eat off the Creator's love, and
with their own hande have set the final
flow of the awful curreat of their eternal
misery.

Finally. is there not this sublime
proof and consolation, untold that 've
who still survive may shaorten the pains
and tribulations of those vho lie captive
in the land of lonely exile? This means
of consoling coaforting, and relieving
the dead shal be thé aubject of another
paper on the Suffering Soula.-RsÂRrs,
in the ProvidencCVisitor.

Tie M.onument Iatisnai.

Mr. David, Oity Cierk, and President
af the St. Jean Baptiste Society, is ac-
tively engaged in raising funds for the
payment of the debt on the Monument
National, which is said to be a heavy
one. Last week he attended a dra-
mnatie sorec at thé Ecole Olier, on Roy
street, when the Cercle Louis XIV gave
a performance. Messrs. McGoun, Charles
Labelle and Edouard Lebel took part.
Mr. David vas presented with a congra-
tulatory address, to which hé replied.
Next rnoraing he received a letter from
fr. G. N. Ducharme, of Ste. Cunegonde.

stating that he and four of hie friende
subscribed $1000 to the fund.

StPstrIok'u T.A.a B. Sooloty.-
The regular monthly meeting of the

aboye sôciety was held Sunday afternoon.
The Rev. J. A. McCallen, 8.., opened
the meetig by a short sermon on temper
auce and afterwards gave the pledge of
total abstinence to twelve persons. Hon.
Senator Murphy presided at the business
meeting. Several new members were
admitted. Considerable routine business
vas transacted aud final arrangements
were made for the concert in honor of
the anniversary of Father Mathew whiob
will Lake place on Tuesday. the 21st, in
St. Patrick's hall, St. Alexander street.

ROMAN NEWS.

jrom the London Universe.]
An entire parisin luGaliclais said ta

have passed over ta the Latin rite lately.
This makes the fourth within a short
period.

The Grand Duke of Baden bas confe-
red the insignia and diploma of Com-
mander of the Lion of Zahruugen on
Mgr. Tripepi, Frefect of the Archives of
thé Holy Bee.

The former "infant Mortara," now
botter known as Canon Mortara of the
Regular Canons ofEt. John ofi Lateran, is
at présent at Yiena as visitor of the
Order ta which hé belongs.

Mgr. Stogagnini, Domestic Prelate to
the Pope, is dead near Verona after
thirty days illness. The deceased, who
was a Canon of the local cathedral and
Prefect of Studies in the local Seminary,
was in hie sixty-third year. R.I.P. .

Mgr..the Prince Abbe Ferdinand de
Croy celebrated bis first Mass in the
Church of Roulx in Belgium on last
Sunday. The priest lad fulfilled a tern
óf mihtary service in Germany before hoe
pursued his ecclesiastical studies at the
College of Rome.

Mgr. di Calabiana, Arcbbishop of
Milan, is dead. The deceased prelate
was born in Saviliano in the archliocese
of Turin in 1808, appointed to the see of
Casale in 1847, and promoted in 1867.
He was an Italian senator and wore the
collar of the Annunziata. R.I.P.

The exhibition of Rome, to le held in
the year 1895, has, says the Tablet's cor-
respondent, all gone to smoke. The
president of the committee, sud, in fact,
the great promoter of il, Signor Baccelli,
hais suddenly declared, te the great
astonishment of everybody, that hé
washes his bande of the whole.affair. As
an excuse hé says that hé is disguated at
the governument for refusing any support,
and consequently bas gone over ta the
opposition, and intends ta combat the
government tooth and nail. Others say
that he bas been alarmed at the defiait
shown by the World's Fair at Ohicago,
and so bas thought it more prudent to
withdraw. Great anger is felt by alt the
shopkeepers and by the different private
persons who subscribed the saum of over
one million of france for the exhibition,
and demand their money back, Whether
they will get it romaine to h seen. ,


