
N03 RUSKIN.

A few weeks ago it was announced
that John Ruskin had been offerdd the
post of Poet Laureate. Several of out
contemporaries expressed surprise and
found it strange that a man who had
never written verse should have been
chosen to wear the Lanireate's crown.
rie Boston Pilot was taken to task by a
western journal for having stated that
Ruskin Lad "never written any poetry."
In support of the contention that the
eminent art critic, whose old age is thus
honored by the Government of England,
las written poetry, the following unes
frombis pen are quoted:-
" Awake! awake! the stars are pale, the easL

Isarusset.gray;
*They fade, behold the phantoms fade, that kept

the gaLes o! Day; 1e ad tth
'Throw w de the burning valves, and let the

golden streets be free.
'The norning watci le past-the watch of even-

tng shall not be.

atofr, put off your mail, ye kings, and eat
youir brands to duat:

A surer grasp your hands muet know, your
hearts a better trust;

Nay, bend aback the lances point, and break
the helmet bar-

A ,nolse lu on the znorning winds, but not the
noise of war!

Among he grassy mountain paths the glitter-
ing troops increase:

They comel they come !--bow fair their feet-
they corne that publish peace!

Yea, Victory! fair V3ctory! our enemfies' and
ours,

.And ail the clor4s are ciasped Iu light, and ail
the earth with flowers.

Ah! etill depressed and dlim with dew, but yet
a little while,

And radiant with the deathless rose the wilder-
ness shan smile

And every tender living thing shall feed by
streants or rest,

Nor lamb shall from the fold be lost, nor
nursling fron the nest.

For aye, the time of wrath is past, and near the
time of rest,

And houner blds the brow of man, and faith-
ruheess his brsat-

Behold, the ime of wrath ls past, and right-
eousness sabe b,

A.nd the Woif l aded n Arcady, and the
Dragon In the sea!"

Some people imagine that to " write
poetry," it is absolutely necessary to

-" write in verse.'" We remember having
once heard a lad remark that there was
eno poetry in Milton's " Paradise Lest,"

Ibecause, as lie said, " there is no jingle at
tbe end of the lines." There is a saying
hat "one swallow don't make a sum-

mer;" no more dose one piece of verse
.make a peet. Moreover, the bulk of the
verses written in ou tday is most proeaic.
However, that by no means affects the
,case of John Ruskin and the Laureate-
ahip.

Where we find t&at the editor of the
Pilot's critic bas missed the mark, is in
saying: " Will Le read the following
from the pen of Ruskin and still persist
that the new Poet Laureate ' has never
written any poetry.'" The writer of this
bas not paused to distiuguish between
verse and poetry; Iad he done so he
would have Lad a far more solid ground
for criticising the editor of the Pilot. Te
say that Ruskin never wrote verse would
not be surprising, even from the best
read men of the day. The tact is the
foregoing may be the only verses that
Ruskin ever penned; and even had he
written volumes of verse, Le never pub.

.lishet them, and the world does not
.know him as a maker of verses. But te
:say that he "Las never written any
:poetry"eis an entirelydifferentand a very
mnjuet statement.

1 No pereon can read Ruskin's wonder-
ful works, Lis volumes of criticisme, hie
ihuidSeds of pages upon the beauties and
jperfections of art, without recognizing at
once -the hand of a real poet. Read hie
".Stones.of Venice" and in every chapter
:you will-fin& subject-matter for a perfect
ilyric, all required is td change the words
iinto verse. John Ruskin is a poet in the
ttruest and. highest acceptation tof the
iterm. Hie if a venerable poet sud oee
rwhose head bends beneath Lias load et hie
liaborslunfthe cause et literature; Hie ise
old and hiie sua Las aready descend-,
ed ilmost te te horizon. Hie gave tç
.English lêtters the fruitsocf bie researcbesg'

t
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the results of his unceasing labor. It ils
a grateful and a gracious act to crown,
such an eminent man and distinguisled
writer with the laurel of the first poet in
the realm. Johp Ruskin's wonderfully
attractive works shal live when millions
of so-called poems are in oblivion; bis
name shall survive, when those of many
prosaic versifiers are forgotten. We can
only express the hope that he may live
mnany years and that his health wiil be
sufficiently restored to enable hiin to en-
joy the honor that bas come to hin hunbis
old age. 

ST. MÂRY'S CIRCII
FIRST COMMUNION CEREMONIES.

An Eloquent Sermon Dellvered by 1Rev.
Father O'Brien, S. J., on Trinity

Sunday.

A large audience assembled in the
Church of Our Lady of Geod Counsel, on
Satu.rday, the 2-' May, ast, te witnese
the impressive ceremoies connected
with the First Communion of the parish
children. The Blessed Sacrament was
received, for a firet time, by the happy
children at half past eight in the morn-
ing, and at two in the afternoon over one
hundred were confirmed by His Grace
the Archbishop. These events are
amonget the brightestiluthe history ef
a parish ; sd great credit is due te the
popular aud beleved pastor, 11ev. Father
O'Donneli, as well as to bisableFaesis-
tant, Rev. Father Shea, for the manner
in which the young people were prepar-
ed for the two most important events in
their lives.

On the following day-Trinity Sunday
-the feast ws observed with the usual
appropriate ceremonial. High Mass1
was celebrated by the parish priest,
Rev. Father O'Dannell, and a most elo-
quent sermon, on tXe Gospel of the day,
was preachcd by Rev. Father O'Brien,
S. J.

The following is a synopsis of the ser-1
mon. We regret very much that space
wili not permit us to give the full text
of that impressiveaddress; but from these1
few extracts our readers may glean ani
idea of how ably the subject was treated1
by the eminent preacher. Thus spokei
the Rev. Father:1

ln the words, "Go, teach ail nations,1
baptizing them in the name of the1
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy1
Ghost," we have expressed the mandateî
which Christ gave to His Ch rch, to goi
into the whole world and proclaim the g
immaculate gospel which He himself :
had taught during the three eventful1
years of his public career. Not only was
the mandate given, but, Our Divinei
Lord, toe show us the necessity of sub--
mission to that teaching, was careful to
remind them of the source of their1
authority : "Ail power is given to Me, in
Heaven and on eartb, Go ye &c. ;" that
is to say, "The power I have received
from the Father that same power 1
communicate to you; go into the world
then, with my authority, as instruments
for the regeneration and sanctification ofi
mankind." Therefore the Apostles, re-
presentrg the Church, come to us with
the same power, authority and divine
mission, as Christ Jesus, Himiself. And
what from this? It follows, what our
Divine Lord taught more than once, that
ail who are submitted to Hini, must lis-
ten to the Church. And the Church is not
" an invisible something, somewhere in
this world." No! IL is a living, real,
palpitating being, having for its august
head the Vicar of Christ, and governed
by the chief pastor in each diocese, as
successor of the Apostles. It is the
assemblage of the faithful, listenirg to
the words of their parish priest, of the
bishop in each diocese, and of the direct
successor of St. Peter, and al these have
the same right tobe listened to, respected
and obeyed as our Divine Lord Himself.
But there is something else that this
day's gospel reminds us of. We are told
the reason why the generality of Chris-
tians obey and listen to the voice of
Holy Church. "Go,baptizein the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
'Holy Ghost." These words are a re-
rniaderto us that we are called to the
faith, that we are made the sons of God,
co-heir of Christ Jesus, sanctified tem-
pleis of the Holy Ghost, and destined to
a glorieus eternity. _Wben we iook upon
oeurelves, theretore, lu the supernatural
'life, .how dependent we are upen God L
But iL is net neoessary te go beyond this
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natural life to see our entire depend-
ence. By God's power we have been
called into being; God's power and good-
ness creates and preserves the things
around us that we see, and need for our
sustenance inthis life. -

After pointing out in what we are
dependent on God, the preacher said:-
Not only has the Eternal Father created
us, Christ, the Eternal Son, has redeemed
us, and made us co-heirs of the Kingdon
of God, but the Holy Ghost sanctifies us
by Hie grace, descendingmjuto ourhearts,
and giving us the necessary strength to
battie courageously for the crown of
glory reserved for those who fight the
true fight. It is then of our depend-
ehce upon Christ for supernatural life, of
our dependence upon the Holy Spirit for
the grace we need every day of our lives
in order to obtain eternal reward, that
we are reminded of in those Gospel
words: "In the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost."

Then the preacher dwelt at length
upon the submaission we owe to God and
consequently to the church. " Whats-
ever ibave 'commanded you," ss the
Sscred Book, and " Leach ail nations,"Y
are texte to indicate the necessity of our
submission to the teachings of the
church. The first heresies ; the religious
revolution called Protestantism; the
rationalistic theories of later years, were
each dwelt upon in most energetic and
logical language. He referred te France,
aine the spirit et lfidelity took posses-
sien of the land and pointed out the
fearful consequences 'o violating the
laws of God. Referring then t the
teachings of the church and what they
are, the preacher said:-

"The Church Las nothing to do with
the material thingsof this world. She is
not in any way opposed te modem pro-
gress. Her mission is the sanctification
of souls. But side by side with this
glorious mission cornes the civilizing of
nations. tL is inseparably united with
God' Church. The Gospel is the grand-
st, the higliest factor in civilization.

So that, bloved brethren, thongi ber
mission is not directly civilization, this
greaT blessing foliows the evangelization
of a people.

The mission of the Church is not only
to teach, but it i to point out and warn
us of the danger to .which we are ex-
posed in this world. It does happen,
sometimes, that God's minister, the
parish priet, muet raise is voice, must
peint out some danger and warn hie
fiock against it. Then it is that reason
tries to dominate and that some raie' the
standard of revolt. Men refuse to obey,
saying, "We see no harm in that ; others
do this, why.can't we do it." Ah 1 Be-
loved, this is insubordination. This is
trying ta live in the world without God.
Speaking to a Catholic people, I
need not refer to thesaeonslaughts
made constantly upon the dogma
of Holy Faith, but I muet signalize
this insubordination, thisdangerousespirit
of so-caliled liberty. People refuse to
obey when warned against some danger,
and perhaps they will say they know
what i tlheir duty. But, dearly beloved,
they do not know their duty; they do
not see the danger. It is not for the rank
and file to say what they have to do,
and wihat hey have not to do. The com-
nander-in-chief gives the commande to
his generals ; the generals to the colonels
of regiments, the colonels to the captains,
the captains communicate to the rank
and file, what is or is not to be done.
Then iL i that the army marches on ward
and victory is secured. WIy ? The coum-
mander-in-chief has full grasp; lie knowa
what stratagenis are necessary ; lie per.
ceives the daugers and averts them. And
so it is with regard to the fanily, and to
the governîment of states in this world.

The uthority of the Church does
not clash wit.i any other. t comes to
consolidate and sanctify the autherity
which we find hoth in .he fnamilv and
the state. Therefore, we iust ob>ey it
at all Limes. Te minister of Gad are
as watchmnen où towrs. Thaeir hIurizout
is broader and wider, they sece dangers
which the ordinary Chriwtîit iî:ver
thinks of. Knowing thoir sulicitude for
s)1ls, kno*ing the dangers better than
a0y ene else, it. s our bounden dut>' to
submit to them, to obey in the naine of
the Father, and of the Suri, and of the
Holy Ghost. Any revolt againet their.
warning, wouîld be a revolt against Gou,
a rejection of that authority which Jesus'
Christ HiEself estabeb.ed in Hie Church,
and commumncates Le H-is miiters ;
against that puwer whicis leoL last tili
te snd cf ime sud Lias ceneummnation

et Lias world. The minster cf Qed speakse

Mrs. H. D. We"
of cornwallls, Nova Scotia.

$200 Worth
Of Other Medicines Fàiled
But 4 BottesoffHoo'aSe arsaPGilU

Cured.
bIt is with pleasure that I tell O f1the great

boneit I derived fram Hoad's Sarsaparilia.
For, O vrs I have been badly afflicted with

o Erysipelas
bresking out wltb tunning soes durîng hot
summer moutits. I have soinetimes nt been
able to use my limbs for two months at a time.
Belnginduced to try nfood's Sarsaparilla,.Igot
nue bottie iast sprint, commenced uslng lt;elt

so muait botter, go two betties more; tok
thein during the summer, was able to do my
honsework and

Walk Two Miles
whlaeh I had net dose for six years. Think I
ar soured o eryspei, and recommend any
perses se amflcted te use

Hood's Sarsapari.la
Peur botties bas done more lot me thant20
.wertlî c! ther medisine. I tbinlciL the test
blood purifier known." Mas. H. D. Wmsv.
Church street, Cornwallis, N.S.

HOoD's OPILLS eure 1Uer 111Sconstiat-
t ion, bilousneaa, tndie -aioâk eadib 5.

te you as a representative of Christ, with
the authority of Christ, and he has then
aright te your respect and submission.
It ie your duty then to submit. We are
not te say "I don't see any harm in this."
We must do as in the ordinary concerne of
this life,- abide by the decision of thosei l
authority. If ill, we send for a physician
and do not meddle with our own health.
In a matter of Iaw, we consult a lawyer.
In business concerne, we take advice, and
se muet we do with regard te those who
have the direction of our souls. They
know the dangers,they are the best ones te
direct, their whole life is given te the care
of souls, and consequently, we muet sub-
mit ourselves te th,- guidance, te the
kindly guidance of those to whom God
bas given His own power : "All power is
given you in heaven and upon earth."

After pointing. out the necessity of
Catholice standing shoulder to shoulder:
after drawing a vivid picture of the ven-
erable prisoner cf the Vatican, in the
midst of tpersecutions and tribulations;
after speaking of the disloyalty t the
infallible Head of the Church exemplified
iu our own day and our own. land,
Father O'Brien cleeed bis impressive
sermon with the following appeal:

" Lovalty to the church demands that
we suGmit ta ber decisions anihat we
lead good lives.

"Not every une that. says Lord, Lord,
shall enter the kingdom tofheaven."
Yee, werds are no proof of loyalty te our
church, unless suipported by a faithful
service. It is true, that sometimes we
do murmur and grumble, and rebel
against the church and the authority of
ber ministers. But it is christian atee-
repent, and if we do err, let outfiret as-
piration be te repair the harni we b ave
done. This will ahvaye characterize the
Christian man. He will regret his re-
bellion and inconstancy, and come back
to the right path frorn which lie had
wandered.

Oh! Bsloved Brethren, ou this great
day, whenowe are remînded of God's
supreme dominion over us, when we are
reminded of what we owe to the Father,
Son aud Holy Ghost, and ta our Holy
Mother, the Church, the exponent of
Ged's voicesln eut regard, vested withi
the saie power and authority as Christ
himself let us bow down, and ask of God
that power and strength te be always
docile and submissive to lawfully cou-
stituted authority in the Churct. By
thus subnitting, avoiding dangers point-
ed out to us, peace will be our lot, and
one day, we may nope te enter intojoy,
sud dwell eternally in heaven."


