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MONTREAL, WEDNESDAY, JAN. 30.

CALENDAR—JANUARY, 1878.
WansgspAY, 30—8t. Mactina, Virgio and Martyr.
William Carltun died, 1869.
Trospoay, 31—5t. Peter Nolasco, Confessor.
_ .. The Lehigh, Ta. coal mines diccovered, 1793.
. FiasnvaAry, 1878.
. "Fripay, 1—5t. Tgoativs, Bishop aLd Martyr. St.
Bridget, Virgin, Patroness of Ireland.
“ " First Presidential election in the United States
1789. Aaron Burr nrrested for treasou, 1893
Satoapay, 2—Purification of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Candlemas Day.
Soxpay, 3—Fourtu Suspay arTer Epiraasy,
Ratification of Treaty of Peaceat Parls, 1783.
Monpay, +—S5t. Andrew Corsini, Bishop and Cor-
fessor.
Suppression of the Cathiolic Association, 1829.
Tuespay, 5—St. Agatba, Virgin and Martgr. .
American Independence scknowledged by Swe-
den, 1782, James Duane, first Itish American
Magor of New York, Installed, 1754, Dr. Drex-
nan died, 1820.

THE VOLUNTEERS.

ST. JEAN BAPTISTE VILLAGE INFANTRY
COMPANY.

The members of the above Company will
agsemble at the QUEBEC GATE BARRACKS,
Dalhousie Square, To-morrow, (THTRSDAY)
Byexixg, at 7.30.

M. W. KIRWAN,

Captain Commanding.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
A communication from Mattawa came to late.
«J, B."—Write to the Secretary.

« Frank.’'—Ile isanative of Wicklow,

¢ Orvis.)'—It is & matter in which we do
not intend to interfere,

« AN Irisu CarHonic.'—It is difficult, but
we would advise you to write to the French
Cousul, Montreal.

4 M."—We make no promiscs as to “when'
the daily will appear. All we cansay isthat
the work is progressing.

Notice is given to all correspondents, that
we canndt insert their letters unless we receive

them on Tuesday morning.

ROBERT BURNS.

The Anniversary of the birth of Robert
Burns was becomingly celebrated all over the
Dominion. The descendants of the men from
the “land of brown heath and shaggy wood”
honoured the memory of their peasant bard with
the sound of revelry and the flow of wit, It is
alwayg a pleasure to us to see the Scotchman
honour the memory of the men who have made
the name of Scotland illustrious in pesce and

“ équal riglits,*" beeause the Orangemen have
the monoply, ind the Catholics do not aspire
to be on an equality with them. Our friends,
if we have any in the Legislature, should see
to this thing. Ifitis to be dome at all, the
time for doing it is come. The Legislature will
be morally respousible for all the evil which
may happen to Montreal, unless some aotion is
taken to prevent trouble. It is within the
power of the Legislature to protect us from in-
sult, and if it shirks the responsibility, the
Catholics of Quebec will experience the colous-
nesses of friends, a8 well as the hestility of foes.
If the Legislature refuses, then Mr. Devlin
has his card to play, and we will be foreed to
admit that the Quebec Legislature is indifterent
to the wishes of the Irish Catholics of the
provinees,
. MORE OF IT.

The © French Canadian Missionary Society"
held its thirty-ninth anniversary in Montreal,
on Thursday evening last, The mecting was
in every way a characteristic one. ¢ Papal
tyranny’’ was denounced by - the Rev. J. L.
ftevenson ; the Vatican was assailed by the
Rev Mr Gactz, and the “Jesuit party’’ denounc-
ed as the « subverters of the civil rights and re-
ligious liberties of both Roman Catholics and
Protestants,” ¢ Christian patriots” were ap-
pealed to, and the attcmpt upon the part of
the Pontift, to establish a Scotch Hierarchy in
the land of the Covenanters” was heroically
condemned. Parly processions were opposed
aad “eivil rights"—those ¢civil rights”—
were defended for—¢ Roman Catholies and
Protestants alike,” And then the ¢ propa.
gation of the Gospel, among those Roman Cath-
olics fellow citizens who were now kept in
darkness through the influence of a funatieal
priesthoed” was vigorously advocated, and it
was io the end seriously resolved to recommend
the ¢ colportage and depositary work" of the
society to the increased liberality of the Chris-
tian public, as thebest means of « oppozing
the encroachments of the Romish Iierarchy,”
aud of rescuing “our Roman Catholic fellow
citizens” from ¢ spiritual slavery.” Then we
have the ¢ Anoual Report.” That too is char-
acteristic. It bears all the evidences of vulgar-
ity and intolerance. The French Canadian pea
saniry are called ¢ simple and ignorant.” We
might say the snme of the Faoglish peasantry
who are, perhaps, abont the most illiterate
people in RFurope, It is said that the
Sechool Commissioners, who travelled in the min-
ing districts some fow years since, found a girl
of cighteen who when she was asked if she
knew who, Jesus Christ was he asked—
“who be he"” and of another if she knew
who the Princess of Wales was, innocent-
ly eaquired * who be she ?””  In a country that
has had the ¢truth” and the “light of the
gospel,” &e. &o., for three hundred years we
find more, far more, degraded manhood than
we do in any civilized country in the world,
Where else do men worry rats for bets of “points
of beer ?* Where clse do men “ pur” their

in war, and to few of her many brillizot wits
does Scotland owe more than it does to the
author of Tom O’Shanter.

A SIGN OF THE TIMES.

Mhe TWitness perpetrated o good joke last
week., A suspended pricst, the Rev, Mr, Me-
.Namara has conceived the idea of starting 20
« Tpish " Catholic Chureh in New York.
“This poor man has a *greviance,” and
50 he determines to ventilate it by start-
ing, mot a mew religion, but an ““Irish™
Catholic Chureh, where the ser.ices will
be in the Irish language. Awnd this is “a
siga of the times.” We bope the Witness
will notice the collapse of the project, as it is
sure to occur in & week or two,and that it
‘will indicate that as a “sign of the times” also.

THE STATUTE LABOR TAX.

Tet us once more remind all who are in
favor of achange in the law, with reference to
the StaTurE Lasor TAX, to see that the
candidates for the various wards are fnterogat-
ed upon the subject, A vigorous effort now
must succeed in altering the present state of
affairs. If that effurt is not made, then let the
opponents of the STATUTE Lasor Tax suffer

the consequences.

A NOTICE OF MOTION.
The following notice of motion has been
given in the Quebee Legislature,

Resclved, that the members of this Houss
tttognize Lo Nocees’ty of harmony smong the races
inbabiting this province ; that they havefall confi-
dence tnat in order fo maintaln this barmony the
Government are resolved to tender equal justice to
all nationalities and tonll creeds; that they are gatis-
fied thatin the future as in the past, the rights of the
" minority will be watchfully and efiiciently protvected.

This notice of motion may mean all it pro-
fesses, if so no one can object to it. But it
may mean more than it professes, in which

- case, every Cathollo in the Dominion will ob-
ject to it. It may meun to legalize QOrangeism
in this Province., By all means proteot the
rights of the mnority. By all means It every
man possess the full mensure of “equal rights.”
But what are “equnl rights? " Is it the right

“women" after a spree? Where else do men
kill their wives, because those wives ate the
“dorgs” food, as occurred last year in Durham ?
Where else do men swallow cockroaches by the
«ail full” for the bet of 2 “ quart ofale’” as
happened in Laneashire three years ago, and
all this under the shadow of the “ Reformation”
and *“thelizht of the gospel’” with three hund-
red ycars of the ¢ truth’ shining around every
ercvice in the land. There isuot in the world,
an ostensiply Christidn country, less Christ-
ian than logland, Her *most brilliant prea-
chers admit it, her statesmen do not deny it,
and the record of the dock proves it. There
is more, far more, Christian intelligence
amongst the French Canadian lhabditants than
there is amongst the miners of Cumberland,
the elod-hoppers of Yorkshire, the cotton mills
of T.aneashire, the fens of  Lincolnshire, or the
men who zo down to the canals in flats, syste-
matically “awapping’’-wives for a “lark,” If the
men who denounce French Canadians because
they are Cutholies studied a little of the social
custom of oth.r people who are no¢ Catholies,
they would find that the French (lanadians
can hold theirown. Qr do they think that
they are to be permitted to go on for ever de-
nouncing and ridiculing the * Romish" people

‘without coming in for an Gecaslonal blow them-

selves? Certainly they monopolize in vulgar
assault. Certainly it is they who always open
the ball. Certainly they are accustomed to
regard themselves as our anointed superiors
and indeed, they may wonder at our presump-
tion in looking them in the face; We!
grant that much geod oan be done by educat-
ing everbody, but the French Canadian Mis-
sionary Society stauds s miserable fuilure, 1t
has been in existence thirty nine years and
what has it accomplished? Nothing but a
little trouble. Mr, White of the Gazette says
that Catholicism is incressing in  Quebec.
The French Canadian Missionary Socicty does
not deny it. ¢ Missionaries'’ indeced. The
“ mission”’ of these people is simply to insult

ande

to insult ones peighbours, If so that is o

their Catholic neighbours, Their “mission™

isto create enmity where there shozld be peace,

snd to cultivate the seeds of withering strife,.
where there should be genial fellowship. Why

¢in they not conduct their «missions” without

insulting men who, right or wrong, are conscien-

tious in their belief? Why can’t they open

their lips without saying coarse and vuluar

things against the Catholic people ? Surely it is

possible to do this, aud yet the French Cunadian
Missionary Society, could not do it—no not
if the salvation of its members depended upon
it. There are names associated with the
«office bearcrs,” the owners of which, we be-
lieve cannot sanction the attacks of the society
at large, and it is somewhat odd that these
gentlemen do not repudiate the insults thrown
at us. But lct them rattle away, they will
harm no one but themselves. The ¢ Jesuit
party” is likely to outlive their hostility, and it
is just possible that the Church in Canada will
not fude away because of the attacks made
upon it. “Upon this rock” smd Peter «I
will build my Church” and the members of the
French Canadian Missionary Society may koock
their heads against that rock just as long as
they please: It will only give the world an
opportunity of judging which is the hardest.
As usual we heard a good deal about the *“truth’

and the bible &e. &e. Now let us ask a simple
question. What is the “truth? " Is the bible
the only truth? These people say ¢ yes.”
Well then we onswer Christ should bhave in-
vented printing. Why did He leave the world
in ignorance for so masy centuries? What
did the world do when there were no bibles,
and consequently no “truth.” In the carly
ages cven Iings could not get a copy
of the bible. It the bible alone means
salvation, then Caxton was a greater Saviour
thun Christ, and Gothenburg more to be honout-
cd than Bethleham. The bible isgood—but if it
is the only meaus to salvation —nearly all who
lived before Coxzton are lost. It would be
blasphemy to think so, and yet some of those
¢ missionaries” will seriously assure usthat such
is the case.  After the report of the mecting
was made public, there appeared in the Witness
the Rev. Mr. Buxter's specoh in full. Tt
is too tempting not to notice, and the publica.
tion of it ought to be punishment enough for
him if he is either a Christian or a gentieman,
After speaking of Marshal MacMahon, who
“ran the ritk of beingliitle less than the peppet
of the Papacy,” the Rev, gentleman continues :

Now, toward that Papacy, from its headquarters
on the Tiber to its outposts at the ends of the sarth
wo would use like language, It has to set down
or bo got down, to bend or be broken, The record
of centuries will verify our charge of torturing
tyranny which we direct agalnst Romish domina
tion ; aud the recent attempts to crushk or curb
every sympton of patrioticatamp in certaln Euro-
pesn countries tell the tale of its

HABITUAL HOSTILITY

to whatever among living communities can render
social life worih living for,

This is choice. Fancy the Rev. Mr, Baxter
declairing that “‘now we tell the Papacy that
it has to sit down, or to be got down, to bend
or be broken.”” The Rev, Mr. Baxter combines
heroic phrases with silly ones. Again he says:

Does not tho self-styled Vicar of Christ hinrl his
threats against his secular successor as a scandal to
he faithfn)?

Further on we hear of ¢ (Clerical cliques,”
and later still he becomes heroic once more,

Bere is 2 choice phrase:

Then, sir, bridging the channel on thought, what
shall be said of Rome's recent attempts on our sca-
glrt natal soil 7 Tell it not in Gath, a hierarehy is
being hatched for the conntry of the Covenanters.
The brood of the black featnered or red coated birds
of prey, isnot quiet ready yet. The carcass of old
Scotland is not dead enough for the cazles to Le
gathered together. But anon, we expect like spiritu
al cartion to be pounced upon, aud to be left with
{ittle sive bleached bones oa moorladd wilds when'
Monsignor Capel, or some such devourer descends
on the plumage of a Popish Primate of St. An.
drews.

And then Disraeli is admonised to beware :

« But come what may of this frerh papal aggre-
sion, wd feel sure that no Disraeli Ministry shall be
tolerated if they, for any reason, grant legal coua-
tensnccto the presumptuous inroad, and we are sure
that while Scottand’s sons prove worthy of Scot-
land's sires they will never suffer the minions of
Antichrist to spoll them of & birthright bought by
the blood price of heroic forbears, or to ssp the
foundations of A commonwealth which owes all its
sturling, sturdy, solid grandeur to untrammelled
sweep of gospel influences,

Eventually he becomes sublime. Speaking
of those amongst the Protestants ¢ who deplore

sectarian jealousies’ he says:—

« But is there no bouad to this let-well.alone
doctrine? Is there no fear of stirring wa: by extra
eagerness for

A PATCHED TP rEAck?
Where to-day must they have been if their fathers
kod played the part of political paltioons  Away
with such noutrality; out upon such sympathy
with & good cauge which takes towurd it a post on
the north side of triendly, godly manhood, bids us
fight ercor with truth. -

And then drawing  analogy between the

Lo ey .
the heroies of his.own stamp and the soldiers
of General Ghourko who when drooping from
fatigue were checred by hearing the bugie
‘sound the charge, the Rev. firebrand concludes:
So with the hosts whose weapons of warfare are
not carnal. We are often burdencd and drooping
in the struggle; yet lot us only catch the trampet
peal of our captain to charge,and difficulties double
before our forward move, Forward, then, i1l the
banner of the cross be unfurled on every oppoting
rampart, and till all who rally round it shall share
the gloriousilberty wherewith. Cluist makes Hia-

people free. (Applause.)

¢ Fagward then” bigots of Moatreal ; ¢ cateh ;

the trampet peal of'’ your leader leader ¢ to
the charge” down with the *clerical : clique”
those “ minions of Auntechrist’’ those ¢ black
feathered or red coated” gentry who are attempt-
ing to imipose their “ torturing tyranny”’ upon
the ¢ glorious liberty wherewith Christ makes
His peaple free.” ¢ Forward, Forward, For-
ward.”

THE VOLUNTEERS.

It is a pity that in a country such as ¢¢ This
Canada of ours,” that our system of military
defence is not more in harmony with the spirit
of the age. We bave here a people, loyal and
patriotic, In physique snd military ardour
they will compare with any other people of
whom we know. To a man they would defend
the fostitutionsand the laws' by which they
are nurtured and protected, Their treasury is
not backrnpt, they are, all things considered,
as prosperous as their necighbours; they love
the land thet bears them, and yet they are de-
prived of that feeling of sceurity which, in
those days, military organization alone can per-
manently instil. But our military system is
of the rudest kind, It is like 2 shell without
powder—it is all outside. There may be
enough of it, but it is not eapable of expansion.
A smaller shell with a good fuse, either percus-
sion or time, and well charged, would, in cur
opinion, be a more cffective instrument of des-
truction. The mistake of our present rystem
is to be found iu the absence of internal mili-
tary economy, and consequently of that adapti-
bility for rapid expansion of the various arms
of the service, without which we would find
ourselves all aback in a great crisis, for the shell
wou'd not explode, More armies have fallen
to pieces because of the want of, or owing to a
demoralized staff, than were cver beaten by the
pressure of heavier battalions. If it be true
that ¢ the staff is the brain of the army,” then
Canada is woefully deficient in the centre of
sensation and perception, Better 2 small body
and plenty of brains, thar a Hercules and no
brains at all. At present we have twelve
military districts in Canada. Ia each of these
districts there are two Staff Officers, a Deputy-
Adjutant Generaland a Brigade Mujor. These
gentlemen are, as a rule, efficient officers, who
take a keen interest in their duties, Then we
have at least 30,000 uander arms, 20,000 of
whom had a few days drill this.year; while 23,
000 were drilled in 1876, and 29,000 in 18%5.
But these 30,000 are supposed to be only the
nucleus of our forces. They are supposed to
be the pivots around which the country would
rally. In the event of danger these 30,000 men
should be capable of being cxpanded inte 300,
000 if necessary. But how is this to bedone?
Can it be done by the tweoty-four staff officers
in the twelve districts ? Certainly not! If the
attempt was made we would find ourselves over-
whelmed with troubles. The complete machine-
ty of an army in motion is cnormous, That
army cannot budge one inch without a staff. It
is powerless; a shell without powder, 2 head
without brains, But the question occurs here
how is this to be remedied? Well in our opinion
there should be more attention. given to the in-
ternal economy of regimental and staff duties,
The colleze at ICingston should become our
Hythe as well as our Sandhurst, while the
garrison at Quebee should become our Shoe-
buryness. The college at Kingston might give
certificates of qualification to officers who are
willing to become * Lnstructors of Musketry,”
as ITythe does. Without such instructors we
will find it difficult to place eflicient volunteers in
the ficld. An officer qualified to give Musketry
Tnstruction is of more value to the Government
than a company of men, and if the expense is
the difficulty in the way, it would be better to
strike oft the compauny and qualify the Instrue-
tor. A reduction of the present force by a
single man would we Delieve be an evil, but
“better that reduction than remain without the
means of becoming efficient. The College of
Kingston should be able to opea its doors to
every officer in the country who was willing to
pay his own expenses for 2 month, or two, or
three. In such a school much could be learned
and the volunteer system would benefit without
entailing extra expense on the country. Dur-
ing their term at Iiogston, the voluateer
officers might be simply taught those regiment-
al acquirements, company and battalion drill,
with as much internal ecconomy as possible.
They could be taught in a school separate from
the cadets, and we have no doubt that maey
volunteer officers would just as soon spend a
month or two at .Kiogston as any other place
during their term of lessure, During a term
of threc months officers could be taught to map
positions, outposts, trenches, The internal
economy of regimautal work could be taught,

| the’ duties of officors in the field, orders, ronnds,

boaks, quarter masters stores, and the hundred
details whiek go to 'make a regimoent efficient
and emable it to. hang together. In such
n school they would learn more in three months
than they could now leara in years by , simply
attending company or battalion drill for a few

-

N

might be held ot to them as a recompense for

their trouble and the'expense theyhad inourreq,

General Smyth suggests that training echpols
should be formed, but these would entail o4,
ditional expense. They would be more op.
venient, but the whole question of our military
establishment hangs upon a system of a tag nig-
gard economy, and the expense of the training
schools appears to he the objection to them,
Ultimately we hope to see training school;
formed, but at present the College of Kingston
could expand its system and embrace officerg
who would be willing to pay for a short term of
experience, and we are satisfied that by this step
much good would be done to the defensive forces
of the country.

THE OTTAWA CITIZEN.

Last week we referred to what we consider.

ed as an insulting letter, which appeared in the

Ottawa Citizen some time since. On Friday

the Citizen gave us a castigation because we

reminded it of the circumstance. As usual

with our contemporarics, it assailed the “editor”

of the TRUE WITNESS, Asusual too, “motives”

were attributed to all we do. If we defind

Catholic interests it is because we have

“ motives " in view; if we expose the doings

of such journals as the Citizen, it 1s becausc
we-are anxious to pander to the prejudices of
the people, and if we are not afraid of our
shadows, we are demagogues with personal de-
signs. All this is not complimentary, but we
are accustemed to it.  The fact is the press of
Cananda is surprised that anyone should have
the audacity to speak in behalf of Catholic in-
terest at all, Now we shall not attack the
“editor " of the Citizen. We shall leave the
Catholics of Ottawa to settle accounts with
that gentleman, The Citizen however says
sometbing about our being ¢ privately ™ jn-
formed as to the circumstances surrounding the
publication of the iosulting letter, and tle
Citizen appears t8 be annoyed Ehecause we did
not make this ¢ private” communication pub-
lic, Xtreadsasa lesson on professional eti-
quette and behaviour, It is odd, very odd,
that the instant a Cutholic fights his own battles
he ceases to be a gentleman ; he becomes a de-
magogue, has ‘motives ”’ in view and so on to
the end of the work, Well weshall not attempt
to imitate the Citizen in the coarscness of its
out burst. But we must give it credit for do-
ing rather aclever thing. It republishes the
tngulting letter, by way of proving that it is no
insult at all. Here it is and we allow it to
speak for itself,

Cimizen, December 8th,

# Querze, Sth.~Pohn me conshing this is the
proudest moment o' me life, an’ wid good raysen,
for shure wo've dhragged the tyrhnt down at last
Hurroo, hurroo! Bad lack to the thing, I've done |
nothing since Wednesday night, but dhrink whis-
key. Oan the svenin' before, merilf an’a fow more
tuk tay wid the Hon. Mister Tibbadoo, and dis-
cussed the situation thoroughly. We thin an’there
detarmined to make a bould plunge for it that
night. - Av coorse, there was a few of the Anti
Government rinigades still sittin’ on a rail (this is
& Pailimiothery frase), so I was deputed by my
colluiges to go an' rayson wid them, in order (o
br_lng them to their sinsee, * Paddy,” ses Mister
Tibbadoo, ' ye've u soft, ily hrogae,” scs be, ¥an’ ye
can put the come ither on thim> suys he, ¥ wid yer
Blaroey about O’Donoghue,” ses he. Well, off [
wint to discourse wid the waverin rinigades, an’ be
this and be that, I talked them over in less thin no .
time. Some o' thim war rather stil), an’ I had to
promise them lots o' vork and nate billets from the
Governmint before I could rayson thim out o their
stubboroess,  “Boye,” svs I, “yc're wastin’ yer
time wid these ungrateful Oppositionists,” sea I
“ Come over to us"ses 1, an’ begorro we'll mnke
min o' ye,” ses I. % We'ill doubls yer wages,” scs
I. “Shure,” ses, “yon’ll have durin’ the winter
lots of whisky, and rhsno,  1I its pickins ye're afther, -
boys, yu'll have pliniy—Tooley whagg ho! ¢ Hur-
00, boys, for the Governmint,”ses I, * Thay've the
tin, thav’ve the contrects—shure boye ye'll have
plinty, galore” A fig for the Oppositionists, the .’
dirty blugards, thayre trumpery feilows to brag on, |
se8 I. Well, me jewel, mu jewdishious blowin' had -
the desired effect, for by the hocky poky, aitch and
every man o' thim lost bis balance on the rail and -
tumbled over to our side.  But, by me sonl, I bad
tbe divil’s own work to whip some o’ thim up tothe : .
geratch. Some o' the varmints put purty hLigh F
prices on their votes, Absque bonis moribus,” ses I
to megelf, “shure the varmints and the Governmint
are Arcades Ambo” 1 had qbare woik to satiefy
theboys. I tovk Copper Tommy's advice; “Dlow
the expense, po in to win, spend the tin; andso I
did, and I flatter myself I succaded, 1 gave them
plenty of koft taik, and threw alot o sawdust in I}
their eyes as far ns regards the Government’s in- £
tentions aod promises about the graving dock, and X
the herbor improvements, and the « Dufferin’ bull-
vard ma' sigre. 1 made tho boys believe black was
wbite, and that Blake was a Bodkrn, and that Mac-
kenziv was o great friend of the Pope's, and as T had
not a barp, with its note so sharp, to accompany
the Government song, I tried the Iyre, and it suc-
ceeded aamirably. 1 feel eartin that the Prime
Minister will say to mo * Paddy, take a port foly or
a judgeship 1f he does, begorra it would gotome
heartto refuse him. The only dacent excuso I
could mnke in refusing the portfoly is, that theré
are 50 tonny.in and out of the Ministhry tbat wanb  Tip
to play Hamlet. And ss for the judgesbip, If I [
don't know much about the law, I can jaw and
dink PorEen” = Lo

This is no insult. . Not at all | It wis [
simply a ¢ pasquinade.,”” Now we exhonerated §
the editor of the Citizen from blame in the §
matter but if he ‘thinks that it is no insult (0 (€
publish such libels as these thon it is a matter §
for consideration whether he is blame or udh
for wo can- hardly believe that he iz 18
his right senzes. But ns we think be it §
and we think too that, overy Irishmi® IN
who' reads it will agree with us, that this
létier is an insult, and was intended as EIJOP'.
But it-may be just as well'to let our friends it

diysia the year, Some sprcial advamt-gos,

Montreal keow who the writer of this ¢ ...




