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 THE COMPARATIVE
T%Z)OIEG AND PROTESTANT .-
POPULATIONS.

ARTICLE 1—INTRODUOTORY.

The statement that Catholic countries arc more
immoral and more criminal than Protestant coun-
1ries, and that even the Cath'olic‘pop}llatlon of the
British Empire are inferior in - morality and virtae
%o the Protestant populstions'of the same.domin-
ions, is one which no amount:of. disproof appears
capable of preventing a :epgt_._i&ion.\of. It turns up
in all shapes and at all times, © Now in Parliament,
upon some question relating to legislation affecting
Catholics; now in that portion of the _press_which
considers its mission to be the gloqﬁcntion.of P.ro-
testantism ; still ofteneria the pulpit, where depict-
ing the horrors of Romanism i3 another way of
preaching the.Gospel of Christ; and oftener still
with the anti-Catholic coutroversialist, who con-
tinues to utter it as confidently as the mathema-
tician uscs an axiom of Euclid, Only a few days ago

there was pushed into the letter-box of the writer
the number for Angust, 1876 of ‘s monthly publica-
tion issued by an anti-Catbolic agency. Ia the
same cover there wag an eight-psged pamphlet, in
which some statistics were, dishonestly, we-believe,
manipulated, so that at the end it could be untruly.
said that # Apart from all religious considerations,
Protestantism Is the most moral and cconpm:ca]
policy for statesmen.”” A short time ago in the
columns of s Cardiff paper there appeared a serics
of articles in which the editor, replying to some
able vindicatory letters of the Rey. Father Williams,
of Tredegar, on this subject sought to establish the
truth of the statement. The effort wasn piece of
tenth-rate special pleading. The editor, in contro-
versy withu Church of Eogland clergyman, had
made the statement to begin with, had been taken
to task by Father Williams, and, assuming that he
must be gorrect, and Father Williams wrong, pro-
ceeded to array the facts supporting l_xls theory,
ignoring every fact which told against it. Adopt-
ing the same principle, we would undertake to
tt prove” anything. As sn illustmtion : Supposin
the question were whether there were more tilegitl-
mate births in Catholic populations than in Pro-
testant populations, and we took from the whole of
Europe three tewns with a view of showing the
comparative morality of the people of the two
religions ; and supposiog we were to take, say,
Glenmaddy, with a populstion of 20,000, Newport,
with a population of 16,000, Scariff with a popula-
tion of 14,000, Castletown, with a population of
14,000, or soy one of the many registrars’ districts
in Ireland, in which according to the Eleveath An-
pual Report (the latest irsue} of the Registrar-
General, not o single illegitimate birth occarred in
1874, and compared one or more of them with
Aberdeen, which bas a population four times as
large as the Glenmaddy district has, aed which, ac-
cording to the latest report of the Registrar-General,
could boast of over 300 illegitimate births in 1872,
would it not be said that we were cither not in pos-
seesion of figures which we should have had, before
entering upon the discussion, or that, having other
figures, we dishonestly kept them back because
they would not tell so much in our favour as thoss
we published. Yet, in order to prove his case, the
editor contented himeelf with naming three towns,
the figures for which seemed to suit his purpose;
and, even then, gave them from such a source, that
it was almost impossible to verify them. We men-
tion “ hig editorship” only to show how useless it
is to argue with such controversialists, to dismiss
him from cur programmes, and to address ourselves.
to the facta. But, again and again, such statements,
if not the very same, will be repeated and repro-
duced, and hundreds of men, whose mission and
calling it is to discredit the Catholic faith, will
quote them with a view ef perpetuating the fiction
that Cathollc populations are not as moral &s
Protestant populations, It is the knowledge of
this that induces ug to endeavour to provide the
aantidote.

When we declare that, so far from the statemont
being correct, tho exact converse is the case, it may
be asked how it is that the untruth is so readily
accepted in this country ? We can only offer one
justification for the English people in receiving
unquestioned the slander of & faith which, for eigh-
teen conturies, has been seeking to civilise and
humanise the world, In some of the great centres
of industry in this country, the number of Catho-
lios who come within the jurisdiction of the magis-
trate are greatly in excess of their share of the
population. We shall not undertake to satiafy any-
onc but ourselves that, much as we deplore the
truth, it is not a disgmce to the Catbolic body ao
much as it is a disgrace to the exterminating policy
pursued for so many generations in Ireland, and to
the English whojwhen the people they were oppress-
ing came hither for the bread which was denied
them upon their own soil, met them, whenever it
was posgible, with the declaration that “No Irish
need apply;”’ and, having confiscated their wealth
in their own Iand, did all that was poseible to drive”
them into ths elums and haunts of vice in our great
towns, and to convert them into a class whence
come the unfortunates, who for dronkenness, or
dishonesty, or crimes of violence occupy our gaols,
And when they wore safely landed there, what was
done? Uatil lately in our great towns (even now,
throughout a large part of the country), the Catho-
lic, the moment ke or she fell, was cut off from the
only influence capable of effecting a reformation.
‘The census is not yet taken wbich will justify this
theory to account for the e¢xcessive percentage of
Catholics among prisoners in such places as
Glasgow and Liverpool. It is from the poorer
classes such prisoners come, because the poor
arc exposed to the temptations which lead to a con-
flict with the authorities. If we could have & census
of the population in London or Liverpool of every
family which bad an income of less than two shill.
ings per week:per head, the respective numbeis of
them belonging to the Catholic and Protestant
denominations, and of proportions of the two who
go to prison, there aro some of the Protestant
Pharisees now boasting that they are not as other
men who would hide their heads with shame at
sight of the virtus of the abjectly poor Catholics
who are virtuous in spite of the temptations that
surround them, because they are true to, and under
the beneficent intluence of, their faitk, Until that
census is taken, our theory can only be an assmnp.
tion ; in the meantime, the statistical and undeni-
able fact remains to be, to our mind, the only justi-
fication which the thoughtless reader or listener
can plead for accepting astrue the falsiied and
manipulated igures which are constantly going the
rounds. . .

Thers,is one way ia which we can establish such
a test ag that which we maintain is necessary to
vindicate Catholics from the unworthy reflection
cast upon them by their enemies, This may be had
from the workbouse returns of paupers in various
towns of the different nationalitics; Those are not
an unerring, but they may be accepted by any fair
mind as a reasouable, guide. Far be it from us to

gay that poverty in a crime, however much we may
be induced by the system of dealing with it in Eng-
land to think it so; but what we maintain is, that
it is the poor a8 & tule who are exposed to fempta.
tion, the poor who fall, and the poor who find their
way into‘eur-gaols, Wherever there i & large pre-
ponderance of Catholics among. the poor,.it i8 only
natural to. expect that the Catholics will be ina
majority among the. prisoners. - If;. therefors, you
want us to tell'yon why in Liverpool there are more
@atholios than Protestants’in the Borough Gaol, we'
. ' T T S R N

or C . ; | 10'the number of poor Cathol

‘| {ildatrate our position by reforring to some official_
‘statlstics of last year for Scotland, and we take them.

events for the facts,
ica dependent upon
e Yelieving-officer for their daily bread. We will:

‘will point as one reason, at all

meibly because they bappen to be the only onedat’
"hand '-Z’cjwe_.momenz.'- T‘l)&etotal number of paupers:
‘relleved last year in Scotland was 88,577, with 52,--
076 depecdents. Of these 13,834, with 11,826 de-.
pendents, were natives of Ireland,? and-we will as--
sume them {0 have been Catholics..  There: wese,
therefore, about 40,000 Catholio ¢ dependents,
Takg these as: representing, not.the. very/identical
ipdiyiduals, but . the ssme ‘number jof the poorér
.class who-furnished the occupants of the reforma-
‘tory; and industrial schools in Scotland mth"- in.
‘mates, and what do we find?* The Pfotéstant © de-
fendents” (of ‘courae-they would be’ dependents)
committed to réformatories, numbered 1 98, the Ca-
tholics 48, making a total of 246, f So it might be
gaid that those represented by say 12,000, furnished
a fifth of the whole commitments, while those re-
presenting 40,000, very little more than three times
85 many, farni{shed four-fifths of the commitments,
Very nearly nine-tenths of admissions to indudtrial,
schools In Scotland were those bf‘;li’rogest_,gnts—t_l:g.:
numbers being 581 Protestants; ana 93 Catholics;
We are convinced the whole problem o_f thg appar-
ent excess of commitments of Catholics is to be
golved in the way we have indicated, and can be
accounted for by the fact that wherever such an ex-
cess occurs it arises from the preponderance of Ca
tholics among the wretchedly poor—a preponder-
ance for which mot very remote history only, too
abundantly and shamefunlly accounts herever
there are more Cathelics in prison than Protestants,
1ot us bave access to the records of your Poor-law
Board and we will soon tell you the reason, It
moy not be the recipients of the ratepayers’ “bounty”
who sin uato conviction, but it is people of the
same class ; if the majority of that class are Catho-
lics, ag in places like Glasgow and Liverpool they
are moast abundantly, it is only natural to expect
that they will give their sh#c of trouble to the au-
thorities, :

In the course of last year, replying fo the letter
of a Birmingham correspondent, we went into 1his
question pretty fully, and as faras the circumatances
“then put before us seemed to justify; but,as we
have shown, the matter bas cropped up again iu
varlons ways, and we purpose to go a little more
completely into the fact, and to furnish the Catho-
lic controversialist, who has so often to face the
taunt embodied in the allegations referred to, with
all the materials it is possible to obtsin, in order to
show the vast infiuence for good which the Catho.
lic Church has had and continues to have upon the
populations that came under her sway. In doing
this, we have no desire to say one word that would
pain our noa-Catholic neighbours. Earncst men
or earnes} bodies of men, professing and conscienti-
ously carrying out those principles of humanity
which are embodied in every form of Christianity,
can have no other than a good effect upon the in-
dividoals brought within their influence, or do
otherwise than make any population better than it
would be if that influence were absent and none 5o
good in its place. ¥ut we should not ba.Oathollcs
if we did not believe that the best of all influences
for improving the character of a people {s ths
Church, which for fifteen hundred years was the
only Christian ngency in existence, to which is com-
mitted even at this day the spiritual welfure of two
hundred miilious of the human race,and, according
to Protestant authorities, at least, ten milllons of
English-speaking people, Our object is, in the
course of a short series of articles, to show the fal-
lacy of tho figures so often garbled by those who
aszail the Church in this one of her best claims to
the veneration of the world —ZLiverpool Catholic

Times.

THE CARDINAL ARCHBISHOP OF
WESTMINSTER ON THE STATE
OF EUROPE.

AN HAISTORICAL RETROSPECT,

The feast of St. Edward tbe Confessor was cele-
brated on the 13th Oct,in the Church of S§. Peter
and Edward, Palace-road, London. His Eminence
the Cardinal Archbishop presided over tlhe cere-
monies. The celebiant was the Very, Rav. Father
Kirk, Superior of the Oblates of St. Charles;
Father Ryder, officiativg as deacon, and Father
M‘Donnell as sub-deacon, The assistants at the
pontifical throne were the Rev, Lord Archibald
Douglas and Father Andrews, Father Lescher was
assistant priest, and Father Keating master of the
cercmonies. The music of the Maes, which was
moet admirably rendered by an efficient choir, was
Weber's in G. After the First Gospel,

His Eminence the Curdinal Archbishop delivered
& discourse on the text from the 11th chapter of the
Apocalypge—* The kingdom of this world is be-
come the kingdom of the Lord and of His Christ,
and He shall reign for ever.” His Eminence said—
The kingdom of God which is hers spoken of is a
kingdom in time—not in eternity, It is a kingdom
«n this earth. I do not undertake to expound the
Apocalypse. The Holy Church has not doce Eo,
and I cannot do what the Church has not dome.
We speak as we are taught. Weare the disciples
of the Church before we are the teachers of the
faithful, and as I know not what interpretation God
in His providence will reveal in these mysteries of
His power and of His judgment in the world signi-
fied by the opening of the geals and the sounding
of the trumpets, I limit what I have to say to that
which is plain and evident. The Church has a two-
fold mission. One part of it is to convert the souls
of meu one by one from & life of sin and unbelief
to a life of faith and of sanctity ; tue other is to
civiliso the nations of the world who are so con-
verted to the light of God. We are Leeping a
festival to-day which draws our thoughts naturally
and almost irresistibly to the action of the Church
in this world, and a3 men might say to politics.
Well, politics are a part of morals, and morals are
a part of religion; 8o they canunot be separated.
This is the festival of King Edward, saint and con-
fessor, King of England, whose reign is written in
tho annals of our history as tliereign of & Christian
prince who held his kingdom from Geod, who said
that he would rather never reign than gain his
rights by bloodshed, and who, holding his kingdom
from God, reigned for the glory of God, for the
effusion of the faith, for the worship ¢f the ever-
blessed Trinity in all forms of honour, for a life of
charity to his pcople, justice among his subjects,
poverty in bis own person, and unbounded alms-
giving—such was King Edward the Christian prince.
I'he monarchy of England was in his person a
Christian monarchy. So I will say it is still, but
then it was a Catholic mozarchy in the. fulbess of
its perfection; and the body of King Edward lies
in tho midst of us to this hour, preserved by the
reveronco of the Eoglish people, and regarded in
loving veneration by all Catholic subjects of the
sovercignty which descended from him. Thatbody
is the object of our Ioving care, although the cus-
tady of it is not ours, as & memorial and a witness
of what the monarchy of England was, and of
‘what the monarchy of England in part still is, and
God grant that it may bo once more in its fulness
and perfaction. This naturally turns my thoughts
“to what may be called the politics of this world,
They cannot be parted from faith, and they cannot
be parted from the duty of every Catholic. “We

“ Thirtieth Annual Report of the Board of Super-
.vision for the relief of the poor in Scotland—1874-
5, pages 320-321., - .., : .

.- 1 Nineteenth Report on Reformatory and Indus-

 trial Schools, March 31et, 1876,
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dual probation; to:succor souls, but also with'fegard.
t;We o-als'subjodts, (and what .canise, wo-Ad7
‘hera!to, bakwasn jostica Anil) 1njystics, between.Joy=
alty and disloyaliyN \Eygty:\man/ig put upon trial
in his 'diy,‘,{-‘:y!i!‘l\;'ei- \pisyer. has 'been, atime when,
Catholics had'ngt “tg choose’ thelr' side, ;" In’ Eng-.
land they ‘Bave-always chosénit” for-tbe mainte.;
nance of ordér;and. it is order jwhich at:thisday.is
‘thieatened throughout the wotld. *~God graut tbat’
lgveryone who hag'the :light of Catholicfaith may.
be estranged; withiall. ‘his life and soul, from ;the-
current of lawlési xpbellion:which .18 spreading on-
overy side, and/tbatthey may befound thesteadfast:
upholders' and faithfal and liege’servants of .the

constituted authorities of the-world, for all authori-
ties are of God.>In order to make this clear,let us
congider what.the world was before Christianity ;
-gaconidly, whatit was under Christianity ; thirdly,
:what, I fear it i8 becoming pow that it ie
beginning - to .throw off Cbristisnity ; and
lastly, what it may become if it should succeed
in the evil endeavor of stripping the Christianity
of the world of all its power and all its authority.
The greatest empire the world ever saw—the most

TR

| clvilized, the most compact, and what approached

nearest to the order of Christian civilization ip its

-| administration -ofjustice—was the Ggeat Boman |~
ZEmpire, , But.what was its condition in regard to |
three points 1, Itiwas under the power of unlimit-

ed human authority, = The emperors ruled with an
absolute despotic power not only over the bodies
but also over the consciecces of their subjects, A
Roman Emperor wasnot only King but Pontiff too.
There were indeed to be found freemen in the Ro-
man empire. The upper classes enjoyed freedom,
but all below the patrician and the knightly class
were either partially or wholly in a state of slavery
and the slavery of the Roman Empire was such
a8 no heart of man can coceive unless he has read
and studied history. The master had powee of
life and death over his slave. We read in the litera-
ture of Rome that slaves have been scourged almost
to death for disturbing their masters by a cough or
a sneezo or any little accidentin their service. Once
at o banquet a guest said to the master ofthe
house that he had never seen a man die, where-
upon the latter immediateiy caused one of his
slaves to bo'killed before his guest's eyes. Such
was then the condition of man. Man without God
is capable not only of any tyraauy but of any

cruelty. I will not venture to describe, even in
the remotest, the immorality of the Roman Empire,
If any man desire to ses what it was, written by
the Holy Ghost, lot him read the opening of the
Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. Well the Ro-
man Empire was the colmination of such civilisa-
tion as can be produced by intellectual culture and
philosophy without God, At last it began to wreak
its own chastisement upon itself. In the first three
hundred years, while the Emperors of Rome perse-
cated the Chiistians and slew the Pontiffs, 29 Pon-
tiffs won the crown of martyrdom, and 80 Roman
Emperors died violent deaths, That great mass of
corruption began to die by its own law of dissolu-
tion. For 300 years the Church of Jesus Christ
spread throughout the world, Rising from the lit-
tle spring in the guest-chamber in Jerusalem, the
water went out as in the Prophet's vision covering
the nations of the earth, Thronghout the whole
Roman Empire there was the foundation of new
order. In vaia did the Emperors endeavour to de-
stroy the Catholic Church. Her first work was the
conversion of souls, and her work of civilisation
came afterwards, No sooner was the Emperor Con-

stantine converted tfo the faith than he translated
his throne to Byzantinm, which became Constanti-
nople, because his instinct told him he could not
reign supreme in the city where the Vicar of Jesus
Christ dwelt, The sovereignty of this world gave
place to the sovereignty of the Incarnate Word, and
from that dsy onwards the work of Christian civili-
gation spread from Rome a3 ita centre. I would
remind you that formerly the See of Peter had 23

patrimonies. Now, when we talk of the patrimony
of Peter, we mean that which was robbed the other
dey; but there was a time when all Italy, Sicily, the
coasts of the Adriatic, the cossts of Southern Ganl
and all the Northern part of Africa all belonged to
the Vicar of Jesus Christ as his patrimonies. In all
those patiimonies the Christian law was introduced
and the first germs of Christian civilisation sprang
up. In these patrimonies of the Holy See the first
action of the Pontiffs was the cxtinction of slavery,
as is most beautifully shown in the letters of 8t.
Gregory the Great. From these small beginnings
grew up that Christendom of which we are a part,

which to this day has lingered on, but which is
now turning away from the footsteps of our Divine
Redeemer. In these changes wrought by Christ-
fanity on the kingdoms of the world, we may see
the fulfilment of the words of tke Apocalypse. In
the person of the Vicar of Christ the two-fold offi-
ces of poutiffand king are united, and because they
are united in him they are separated in all others
who bear authority. Alas, I know the story of
Christian Europe shows that kingdoms have been
torn, and rent and tossed, and that the authority of
our Divine Lord has again and again been defied by
kings, princee, and emperors. There have been
periods of time when men suffered bondage, tyranny
warfare, and cruelty of every kind. Although these
things were permirted in the Christian world, yet

the supreme power was consecrated to God, aud the
laws of Christianity were inscribed in the statute-
books of the kingdoms. But now where are we,and
whither are we going? Thrce hundred years ago
the kiogs of the North of Europe essayed and ac-
complished what no man had ventured on before.
They madéthemsel ves independent of tha suprema
Head of the Curistian Church, and claimed to be
themselves supreme. DMoreover, since tbat day
other kinys and princes, still retaining the Catholic
taith have so contended with the supreme Head of
the Christian Church on egrth as to teach their sub-
jects the gpirit of rebellion against themselves.
What do we behold at this moment? There is not

& kingdom which is not separated from the unity

of the Church. All the nations are only partizlly
in conformity with the laws of Christianity. In

education, what is called the seculsr teaching is
the only care of the Siate and statesmen, The king-
doms of the world are returning once more to that
order of naturs from which they were redeemed,
and we see at this moment that they are prepar-
ing themselves for warfare and collision, They have
no tribunal to appeal to, no common law to bind

them together, Force is the only arbitration to

which they can refer their disputes. The noble and
majestic fabric of Christendom is dissolving away ;

unless God 1ntervene by a miracle once more as in

the begioniog, it has no future. These thoughts
are not out of place on the Feast of St, Edward the
Coufessor, who was a symbol of the unity of Eng-
land. In him it reached its highest point. After
him it begnn to be overcast, and gradually to de-
oline uuntil the great disruption miscalled the Re-
formation rent England finally from the unity of
the Catholic faith, At the present day the duty was
incumbent on every Catholic conscience of with-
drawing from cvery men, or congregation, or as-
gembly of men who byeathed resistance to the con-
stituted authority ovér us. Peaco is the tranquility
of order. Where there is no order there is no peace.
Let us pray for the whole Ohristian world, for its
whole bead is faintand its whole heart is sick. The
danger to be apprehended from anti-Christian edu-
oation is very great ; but it may even yet be averted
if men are in earnest and inflexible, There is now
no moral head in Christendom, and princes are
tosged to and fro according as the popular will in-
clines, That majestic throne on which the Vicar
of Jesua Christ once sat'they,have dope'all that lies
in their power to undermine and desiroy, but that

thdlvi-s

e ?

[when’-he .was at Balervo in exlle, and Pius VIL, in
he ddys.of - his dethroned and imprisoned life con-
“tinvied.to réign.in"the -consciences and hearts of.
men Ping  EX.;imprisonéd a8 he ia In his own
;palace, over.tha:threshold of which, with a majestic
firmness; he has never sebhia foot for six long years,!
ifi protest against the presence.of the usurpation.in |
the city ‘which:God has” given kim snd fo his pre-
decessors,  reigns still over the whole Church of
-Giodj\mare widespread, more united, than.ib'ever hag,
‘been:in the history.of Christianity from’the'begin-,
‘ning.- Let . us pray that Englaod may:be restqred
o the unity of the Cathelic faith,'and:that into;tho
‘hearts of her people.there may bé'poured a &piritaf
reparation of the Mogt Holy Sdcramient and to;the
Blessed Mother of God, who.has.hegn, cast out and
eraged from the Christianity. and -public_worship of
the majority -of Englishmen,_ Lastly, we. owe Te-
paration to the suprema’‘authority of the Vicar'of-
Jesus Christ,” Let_us, therefore pray for him, be-
cauge upon’ him rests the whole burden of this
mighty conflict; and in praying for Piug IX. and
for England, let us invoke the intercession of our
great king, saint, and confessor, St. Edward, who
ounce reigned over England, and who still reigns in
‘the loving hearts of his children.

RUSSIA AND ENGLAND.

———
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Tne Excrsn Premien Dexouxcep As  * TraRFICKING
FoR Moxgy.”

The following is the substance of an article from
the Golos, a Russian journal, which, according.tfo
the Times, is read by the educated and influential
clagses ;==

“For more than a year the world has been
watching with alternate apprebension and astonish-
ment the policy ofthe English Tory Cabinet in the
Eastern Question, The journals cf all countries
bave been at & loss to divine the object and to
understand the method of this policy. The parti-
sans of Mr, Disraeli represent him as & mysterious
sphinx and as too deep and too cunning a genias to
be comprehended by ordinary men, His opponents
on the other hand, while they likewiss regard his
proceedings as incomprehensible, describe him asa
Minister full of caprice and unworthy of his place
at the head of the British Government. As to dip-
lomats, they really do not know what to do with
this enfant terrible, who tears all their designs to
tatters, and has nothing to offer in their stead. It
ought to be cbserved that the members of the Dis-
raeli Cabinet are too well disciplined to inquire in-
to the sublime secrets of their Jeader, and are only
the tools of a policy which they do not care to
fathom. Since the day of their admission to tho
Cabinet they have been ordered to scream at the
whole world, and to try and convince everybody
that the Tory Cabinet are mppointed to exalt Eng-
lish power and lift it up from the degradation con-
sequent upon the prolonged rule of the nop-inter-
vention theory proclaimed by the Whigs. This
mot d'ordre was very cunningly devised by the first
English Premier of Hebrew cxtraction ; it gave the
Cabinet Ministers something to do, and it diverted
their attention from what their chief desired to kecp
to bimself. Even Lord Derby, the most eminent
member of the Cabinet, fell into the snare, and was
go completely carried away by Mr. Disraeli’s appeal
to his ambition that he became a mere instrument
in the hands of bis chief.

* Having thus shrewdly arranged the working
order of his Cabinet, the Premier proceeded to carry
his pre.conceived programme, Intent upon draw-
ing the English nation after him, tha phlegmatic
and apathetic character of his countrymen made it
necessary to get up some extraordinary excitement.
For the clever, e2stute Hebrew this was a good op-
portunity to show himself a true chip ot the old
block., Asa beginniug, a scenic effect was got up
in the form of aroyal visit to India. What had
never before occurred in the annsals of British-his-
tory, the Prince of Wales went to the East, where
he was raised to the rank of s Native idol, the
Queen, his mother, being at the same time elevated
to the Imperial dignity. The scheme, which was
to produce a startling effect upon the loyal senti-
ments of the English, succeeded perfectly. The
nation applauded the genius of the Premier, the
members of the Cabinet basked in the reflected rays
of their chief's glory, and the Royal Imperial fami-
1y were right glad at their own rise in the world.

t Having thus acquired a firm footiog, Mr. Dis-
raeli passed on toa second theatrical coup de-matn.
He bought up the shares of the Suez Canal, repre-
sentiog this achievement as an act of profound po-
litical sagacity, beneficial to the vital interests of
the British nation, The sensation produced by this
business stroke had hardly subsided when the Sla-
vonic question very opportunately arose.

“ The feats of the Tory Cabinet now became more
marvellous than ever,and last June reached their
acme. Disraeli Beaconsfield, with uncommon auda-
city, by the single stroke of the pen and twenty
ships, neatralized the action of three European
Powers possessed of three millions of bayonets.
The thing was done 50 adroitly and so boldly that
the Powers did not use their might, but left the
Christiars whosolicited their rssistance to struggle
on as best the could. Since that time four months
have ¢lapsed.

 Toa simple mortal all this is absolutely incom-
prebensible,  Considering that Disraeli-Beacons-
field has no troops to speak of at his disposal, and
that his fleet will not avail him much in solving
the Continental question of the Slavonians, it is
difficult to understand why the weakest of the Pow-]
ers should be allowed to play such a dominant
part. The thing was so very extraordinary from the
outset that it paturally engeudered the wish to
peep bebind the scenes and discover the why and
the wherefore. -

‘ From the mass of surmises and suppositions,
some of which have appeared in the press, while
«thers have not, one solution of the riddle stands
out prominently. It isa strange, wild rolution, but
according to the verdict of public opinion, it is a
very possible one, and perfectly in accordance with
Mr. Disraeli's character. The Tory Premier, it is
contended, simply aims at using his power to get
all;thc money he can while in office. For this
purpose a triumvirate i3 sald to have been formed.
Bir Philip Rose, the intimate friend and private
secretary of Mr, -Disraeli-Beaconsficld, entered into
partnership with the London branch of the Frank-
Jort and Paris firm of Erlanger. The considerable
capital of the Erlangers, their connection with ali
European ciuntries, their branch ofiices at Frank-
fort, Paris, and more especially at Vivnna, their in.
fluence over important journale, many of which are
their property, and their szvoir faire in obtaining
useful telegrams in time—all this served to render
their alliance with the ruler of Engligh destinies
excecdinglyfprofitable from a financial point of
view,

“When Parlinment was prorogucd, the trlum-
virate had a few monthaall to themselves to satiate
their financial appetite. This interval was ruth.
lesrly turned to account. No doubt thege practices
will continue while the triumvirate is in power, re-
gardless of the number of slaughtered victims and
the disturbance to the commerce and industrvy of
all I?ru;ope. )

“ The lucrative jobbery of the triumvirate beg
ag the time of ihe Prince of Wales’ journey :)o%::
dis. On that occasion silver was depreciated .in
congequencs of a clever alterations in the relations
between India and Grest Britain, The export of
silver coin to Asia, which had been going on time
‘out of mind, wag artificlally stopped and changed

| work: is not seoompmhed. 8. :Gregory - reigned

into an import, This.metamorphosis: was' brought:
about by udmipighltin‘ niessures quletly talfelg‘ a.:

b

the quéstions we'

the time of the general enthusiasm. aroused s
the Prince’s stay in Indis. Before any one d:;;;l:
of this ““finaricial 'operation the triumvirate had
‘'pocketed their profits. A great banking firm co.
g::yrstt;zg ‘;‘l,th"tlgqg’hggd ;f the Goveroment, it wag
asy, to make-mongy,’ and money w ide.,
‘afer the Sues Canal. Shares’ oprtation. . Bioires
unprecédented in history:
congtantlylsing ahd falling::
:edi,ng-_-‘ “transfer, is in i
T
what waslin! the wind, though, the rest of the w
inclyding M‘de Lesséps, ﬁ?refkﬁpt'igitbe d:h:;.o :r¥d,
. " The third and principal operation: of the fingn.
cial triumyirate began in the dutumn’ of1875' when
the™ B%gmoéﬂferzegdviq ' gsumed
propartions of a serious’ protest: against Turkiy
role, endorsed-by.the whole Balkfang-s_lavoniéfgé’ﬁ.
insula. The.cunning "and-uuderhand dealings of
Disraeli and : Erlanger -now had & wide field of
action opened to them. A better occasion for reap.
ing millions could not be imagined, Erlanger
well acquainted with the Russian finances and their
weak points, at once perceived that immenge pro-
fits might be realised if the rebellion of two Turkish
Provinces _could be fanned into a great political
gqpﬂ_ggpa_tggp., ..Having. the.entire . English diplo-
macy at his disposal, he could easily. attain hiz gb.
ject. Accordingly, European exchangeswera kept
in b constant flutter, the prices of Government and
private stock going up and down and oscillating
between extremes. ‘The price of Russian seourities
in which speculation rioted, varied as much as 29
per cent.  One of the ' principal aims of the specu.
lators was to extend the period during which these
little affuirs could be ®arried on, and to suit every
stroke of buisness to an utterance of the British
P,remlel: were remarkable for being the reverse of
what friends and enemiés expected, They alwayg
;;Gog: peog}e by[ s’urpri_se,tn;d, l:lemi_d of all politica)
¢, uniformly prevented the financial
ti?n’i‘ gf out(:lsiders succeeding. “pecula-
* The audacity, the infamy, the trickery displav.
ed throughout, and spiced occasionally witJ;x 8 s?::::yx.
Ing concesslon or two, were fruly wonderful, Con-
tradictions between word and deed abounded and
innumerableare the proofs in the newspape;e of
the _low artifices resorted to,. But the object was
attained. Millions were made, chiefly at Russian
expense. It is certain, that to rob Russia financi-
ally, though the proceeds go to a few interested
speculators, must contribute to weaken our politi-
cal action.
“ . . ‘If aa armistice, and subsenuent)
which shall satisfy Sclavonic olaimg, is n’t;tnsll:::;?
ily concluded, the only expedient left is to resort
to military occupation, Directly the Russian arm
crosses the frontier, the Tory Cabinet wil] fall be-
cause the English are neither desirous, and im'ieed
will l_zot carry on war. Quite the contrar,v Eog-
la;n;:l is sure to agvise Turkey to submit to the will
of Europe even beforc the army of i
reached the Turkish limits.” 7 of accupation bas
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MR. M. HENRY, MP., ON
LAND QUESTIO

Mr. Mitchell Heory, M.P., has addressed a Lett,
to the secretary of the Ls.nd' ; i e,
fo tho secr Conference in which

Ivoted in favour of Mr. Butt’s bill last
because I agree with the principles on whi
pasef.l—nam_ely, that of giving the tenant securit
in bis holding, and of insuring to bim, so far a);
legal enactment can do it, the full reward of hig
Inbour, and the entire value of his capital ; but no
ong, I believe, was more sensible than the author
of the bill that it would require amendments in
Eietmls, acd that it did not present the tenant's case
in the light most calculated toadvsnce your objects
For my part, I share the opinion, formerly expressed
I'belleve, by Mr. Butt himself, that Ulster tenante
right when allowed its full meaning and sway pro.
vides the real golution of the Land Qnestiony pW;
know, however, that it is impossible on Je al
groupds to expréss in the words of written lfw
applicable to the whole of Ireland, that which ia
not written in Ulster but exists by usage and cuss
tom, lately, however, too often infringed upon A-
proper substitute may, I think, be found jn g 8 étem
of renewable leases, provided the leageg areysuﬂi
ciently long and the right of renewal absolute i
have tp.a strongst objection to any System w!;ich
necessitates the uncertain defect or frequent revi
sion of rents, and this isa defect which runa throu l;
all the Land Bills I have seen. After the dee gst
reflection, some experience, and after studyingpthe
subject by the light of free discussion, I venture to
say that. the fpllowing proposal is not unworthy of
the consideration of the members of the Conference
but I must premise by stating that my sympathies
are with t_he bona fide agricultural tenantg and not
with graziers, who hold the lands from ;vhicb th
tillers ot th.e soil bave been got rid of and man o(;
whom are rich gentlemen, who have il;xmense tchts
g; ﬁrri?::g's ]tund, ?rmlerlly ::Iultivated, and whose

is to render Irelan
the Australia of Europe, the New Zealaod or
d'%’ L:pd Bli’ll should, there
istinction between agriculturists a i

whick existe in the present bill, but Im;xpgr:zslzﬂ
optoion now a5 to the manner in which that dj .
tinction ic to be formulated otherwise than by sa, -
ing that rent will probably be found to ha a); tg:
bottom of it, .The value of land in different arts
of Ireland varies too much toallow of acreage l?ein

accepted as a test, although probably in gome ing
gtances the rent and the cxtent of the bolding mi h;:
be taken together as excluding from the prgvisignﬂ
of the bill. No enactment can, however bu satis-
factor_y ut_zlesg proper legal provision is'made for
workizg it with justice and precigion Such tri

bunal we !mw_'e not at pregent. To ha‘;e conferret;
a land jurisdiction on the thirty-two chairmen of
counties in Ireland recms to me to have been a
greatact of folly, and the result has been uncertaint

expense, and delay. In their place I'would suby-
stitute a court composed of four judges, one for
each province in Ireland, who should g::' circuit
regularly and be assisted in their decisions by skill-
ed assessors, after the manner of the commereji'al tri-
bunals of many foreign countrics, Such agsessors
should be chosen from persons convergant with
land—tenents, agents, and landlords, in just pro-

tiong—
g:; ;;)lem and they would be taken from local

The court thus constitu
questions as to rent, sale of tepapt.
newal of leases, a8 well as of ail ot
referring to the legal title of estat

Of course, there would be gn
court to a'general or ful}
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session,
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fore, perpetuate the

right, and re-
ber questions not
es. ,

cont aigpial tf'rom' a Jocal
time, when & unilormity of gemeral pri ol bt
becu established, I am dispossd fo thine \Pr Lo

gation at all between land) :
reduced to & minimum, ord and tenant would be

It remains now to state th

of the new Land Bill:would be to—
“1. Entitle every agricultural tenan
from his landlord a lease for thirty-
able at his option at the cng of {
revision -of rent, in ‘estimating wh
improvementa would be excluded. ‘
2. The tenant to bave a right of froe sale of his

intereat, subject to a right . s
landlord, and of objecﬁou ‘:,fn pre-cmption by the

at the mair ‘provisions

t to demand
0L years, renew
hat period ona
ich the tenant’s

:%essors—would ‘determin
etween the two' partles ag tg
emption to the’ Jn'.gdlord, ad oot
to any particular tenant.” - :
Objections will

lord and'by, soma tenants'to thode

.. brice of pre-

Sy

LR e fovg e,

80;, rebellion < agsumed ;:_u;ij ‘
a

ted would determine all

i@pd;vglllidilty‘éf; .objection

operation, ;a: business -
-The’ price of, the ‘shares
or several weeks pre.-
ng” the"trans proof ihat the
nsactionwas directed by a perls)';i_n.;'wk:b}:kn?: :

. A . just. : .
ineligible tenant, The land t'ri]buna_slf‘?zaiai?;,:::

& any question not settled

Pobsbly'be mads by'sorie fand- ;

e, proposals, bt -
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