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<iple ~of moral action.. ' Not on]y is - thrs prmclple extensrvely
adopted, but in many instances it is most pertmnctously defended
To condemin or neglect the pnnc:ple involved'iu the mstances to
which we have alluded, is.even thouwht to betray nurro\vness “of

mind, or ignorance of human life* .1t is superfluons 1 rlcvhteousness S
to scruple the propriety ofa trifling deviation from the ‘scriptural}] - -

line, when the good proposed is so great in comparison.

.Let our view be confined to the sphere of our own observations ;
and it is of the greater importance to scan the present, as no small
number within the pale of the Christian Church are tou thought-
less of principles of action, if only the prospect of apparent good
he unfolded to their minds. Indeed, the not unfrequent answer
to conscientious doub!s respecting the scriptural propriety of any
mode of ‘religious. or heuevolent action, is—** Consider the ob-
jeet which" it contemplutes-—the good which has already béen
done. .Mark how many -members . this gociety numbers ; how

many. converelons we number ;. how_many have united with the
church how many drunl\nrds hme been reformed, and names
have: been p]edaed to total nbstmence ; orhow public oplmon has

"uthercd into"a -frown of mdlanntlon against the profligate; and a

: yet deeper frown against- the: supportcrs of slavery.—Ay, ‘and still

“to- doubt; againat such an arrny of evidence in fevour of :our ino-

dern expedtents*l‘or doing good,

ment, to couvrct one’s self” of an ‘upreg eneroted or uufeelmg
heart. . : " ‘ :

But may. inot the strong desnre of domtr good mduce on the
mind a delusion respecting the amount of good accomplished ? Ts
it a strange circumstance, for the mind to be so infatuated with a
project as readily to mistake the appearance of saccess for reality ?
The very evidence which is ordinarily adduced proves nothing
beyond the show of benevolence and the appearance of good
done. . But should the actnal results bo disclosed, how might it
appear to the conviction . of every dispassionate mind, that while
the schemes of worldly policy for the attainment of benevolent
ends have been multiplied, a sense of individual responsibility, to
a greater or less degree, has been impaired ; that while an irre-
sponsible institution for the purposes of religion, or of reform, s
gathered strenrrth, it has dlsclosed the cloven foot of'splntual des-
pottsm, attemptmg to control the teaohmgs of the desl\, and to en‘

0

'her commumcatmg memhers in an almost unpuralle]ed_r tio, the
s g ody, of tho J.g,gwaeoordmg to'the*todtimony of o é‘"‘vﬁho
of all men has had the ‘amplest opportumty of observing, ** nreu
disgrace to-religion ; that amid the excitement of multlphed dsso-
ciations and evening meetings the cultivation of personal piety has
been neglected ; the closet, to an alarming extent, ‘there is rea-
son to think, has yielded up its seriptural claims to the variousre-
quisitions of the lecture room ; religion has become in divers
places a matter of machinery or of contention ; and genuine revi-
vals have been broughrt;gl’rel_to saspicion.’"]

A RELIGICUS A_NECDOTE'

"Tho witty Earl of Rochesler being once in company with King
Charles I, his Queen, Chnplnm, and some . mninisters of state 3
after. they had been discoursing on public business, the Iunfr of a
sudden exclmmed—“ Let our thoughts be unbended from the
cares ofst'tte, and give us a gencreus glass of wine, that cheerelh,
usg lho scrlpture saith, bolh God -and.man.” . The Queen bear-
ing this, modestly said, she thourrht there conld'be ho- such text in
cerlpture, and that the iden was little less thnn hhsphemy The
i l\mg replied, lhdt he ‘was_not prepared to tarn -to c]tapler and
. vérse, but. he’ was sure he had met with it in_ his scnpture read-

ng.: The Chaplam was appealed to, and he was of the same
opinion with the Queen. Rochester suspecting the King to be
right, and being no friend to the Chaplain, slipt out of the room
to enquire among the servants, if any ofthem were conversant
with the Bible. They named David the Scotch Cock, who
always carried a Bible about him ; and David being called, re-
collected both the text and where to find it. Rochester ordered
him to be in waiting, and returned to the King. This text was
still the topic of conversation, and Rochester moved to call in
David, who, he said, he found was well acquainted with the
Seriptures. David appeared, and being asked the question, pro-
duced his Bible, und read the text, Judges ix.13. The King
smiled, the Queen asked pardon, and the Chaplain blushed.

Rochester now asked the Dr. if he could interpret the text, since
it was produced ; but he wasmute. The Earl, therefore, applied
to David.for the exposition. The Cook immediately replied,

¢ How much wine cheereth man your Lordship knows : and that
it cheereth God, I beg leave tosay, that under the Old T'estament
dispensation, there were meat-offerings and drink-offerings. The
latter consisted of Wine, which, by a metaphor, was said to
cheer God, as he was well pleased in the way of salvation he had
appointed ; whereby his justice was satisfied, bis law fulfilled,

his mercy reigned, his grace triumphed, all the divine perfections
harmonized, the sinner was saved, and God in Christ glorifi ed.”
The Kiog was n,recobly sur'rrrsed at the ev aowehcel exposxuon 3

is® unauswerably, m their Jud«r- S

| the conspirasy. :
“The drsturbonoes to whlch wo hove rel‘errod lmve been unfovourublo tof|. .

‘“"wnh the M;nutes of the Ilnghsh Methpdlst Conferencel’or »1838

Rocheeter appluuded end el‘ter some severe reﬂectlons upon
Chnplum, very gravely moved ‘that' is- Majesty would be: plensed
to muke the Chaplnm hrs Cook nnd the Cook hrs Lbnplam. 3
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How ewect to the heart is the thought of to-morrow,
When' Hope's fairy pictures bright colours digplay !
How sweet, when we cau from faturity borrow
A baim for the griefs that afflict us to-day,

When wearisome sick_ness has taught me to Innguish

TFor health, and the comforts it bears on the wing,
Let me hope (oli! how soon it woald lessen my anguish)
~ That to-morrow will case and serenity bring.

When travelling alons; quite forlorn, unbefriended,
Sweet the hope that to-inorrosv my wanderings will cease ;
That at hume, then, with care and with kindness ettended
I slmll rest unmolested and slumber in peace. .

Or when n-om the monds of my henrt long divlcled ‘
‘ _The fond expectotron with joy how replete ! " .- ",.T" e
e Thnt l‘rom far dlslunt regions, by Provldenceguided, S
. To morrow will sce us most hnpprly meet.. S

. When slt days ol‘lubour, enchi. other succeedmg, .

« Wuh hurry ond toil hovo my spmte oppresr, "

o Wlmt plensure to thmlr, as the’ last. is' réceding,
To-morrow willbe sweet snbbuth ofrest !

“

And when the vnm shndows of ume are rellrlng,
When life s fast fleeting, and deatl is in sight,
The christian, believing, exulting, aspiring,

Beholds a to-morrow of endless delight, o
Mazy,

For the Pearl.

WAR AND RELIGION.
1t The events of the past year have beeri of an unusuat and extraordinary
character. The pohtlcol exiravagances ol somneof our fellow subjocts in
Upper Canada have degencrated into disaffection, and that disnffection hus
ripened into rebelllon, which has filled our whole Province with excitement
and alarm, allhengh only a few hundred seemed to have any conne-clon with

the spmtuol prospenty ol‘our Sociel ¥ maay places, as many of the'mem.
bers lmvo been em p]m ed on mlhtory duty,, nnd the! utt J’ll.lOIl of othere has

“néture, ”-—Mmutc - afConfe-{l tg

he {i

{{ble d"-gff‘-e 1, Family religion is a stranger to the dwolhngs of“

"||such outrages egumst God and |ehg|on are culled in questlon, the

. wherever ‘he: pens lns mouth

Wecopy the. ubove words from an address:of: the ~Canadidn o

eoverelgn of the umvorse for clnht long yoars, to contmue
rica the awful’ ]udgment of a bloody and destruchve wil -
then proceeds to-mention some of the consequences ol' tbe war.
¢« e .must he'a stranger indeed in Tsrael to whom:it remnme 'll

now a secret, tlmt the regard for religion, for whlch New Englu d.
was once conspteuous, had vanished from among bs in & lamenta

lhousonds ;. und the Judgmems of heaven ngumstSobbmh breakmg
are pleuded as'an:argument for continuing 'in that gin. ~And lf

answer in. olmost every mouth is ready, ’izs war ttmes. ‘The-
youth, bred n'the_ mnocency ol' a ‘rural retreut..’ ha
heard to, deﬁle lns tongue wrlh an outh in lns life;

|n “

men was perhaps never, ]ess culhvuted in nny country, th i
deems to be: ol'lnte omonw us'; hnrdheurted mdlﬁ’erence to lhe “i
distress of the poor, the wrdow, and the ‘orphan, . havé risen ‘up
and seized her throne. Intemperunce in an nnmoderute ugeof ‘
strong and sptntuouu hciuors, even to the mtoxxcutlon that de-
grades human naturs below the brutal herd, is become sadly ‘com~
mon among us. Uncleanness is awfully increased, and breaches
of the seventh commandment are 8o frequent and so shghtly ‘cen-
sured, that it seems almost to be forgotten that it is o crime glur— .
ing mstuncea of peculuuon and breach of pubho truet are. ehelter-

abound ‘more and” more. : Avnnce etullts in the str ‘
in: the corn '3, ° und bus etamed wtl e pubhc roads

Meu“d‘“ ‘Conference, angd which® we have: before 'us boundf‘ up e

Our extracts, we lhmlt, furnish an important testimany  on - the
evil: tendency of war, What do they declare 2 That the'late
troubles in Canada though of so puny a descrlphon when com-
pared with civil war on an extended scale, have ‘nevertheless
proved detrimental to the prosperity of one of .the churches of}
Christ; to a certain extent, we ure told religion bas been paralyzéd,
and its progress inpeded by the recent outbreak. It may be,
however, that the members of the church are liabie to blame for
this unprosperous state of their affairs ; that a heavy degree of
culpability rests upon then for failing to maintain their wonted
measure of piety and success. Or in other words, pethaps reli-
gion may ﬁoumh when war ‘rages—churches be built up on the
boly ﬂnth ol’lhe gospel when civil devastation reigns . uncontrol-
ed—nnd chuelmnlty prove trlumphant even amid_the din of con-
flict and the clash’ ol'arms -Bat no, it would appeur not. The
declar'rtlon of aOO teuchcxs of chnstmmty is befofe us, “and in’ |hc
reply ol'the British Conféronce to the uddtess before quoted, weo
have: the followm-r remarks —<¢ THAT the recent perilous und
dl:tl‘ﬂﬁlm" occurrences’ should etercxse an injurious influcnce on
the spmtual state ol'your Societies, lhough a distressing fuct, can
excite no surpnse We trust, however, that by the inculecation
of the duties suited to such seasons, you may be ublo to check
these evils ; and that your beloved. people will have grace to lead
quiet and peaoeuble lives in all godl_mees and honesty. Out of
strifes so bitter and deadly, causes of angry discussion and lasling
animosily must inevitably arise.”’—JMinutes for 1888 p. 164,
Our readers will here remark that in the above quotation, it is ad-
mitted to be a natural result of civil strife, that the church should
be injured, and hence to be told of a fact so distressingjexciles no
surprise. Do we differ on this subject from our authority ? By
no means—we perfectly coincide withit. And if we had the re-
sults ol the [ate wicked contenti_on on all the Canadian churches,
we feel certain that all would testify that the effects have been
evil, only evil, and that continually. Nay we verily believe that
with 2 much moro extended rebellion, many of the churches
would have lost all.the savour of their piety. - In fact we- view
war as incompatible - with chrlsuamty—they cannot flourish _to-
gether—und justin proportion as the former prospers and enlurges,
so the latter will languish and decline. ‘But we have other proofs
at hand, of the moral evils of modern warfare, In an-ancient
book entitled Batu-Kow, published ¢ by the First Presbytery
of the Lastward,” and printed at Boston in_ 1788, a frightful pic-
tare is drawn of the degraded state of society in ¢ the land of tho
pilgrims ;" asa consequence of the war.of the Revolution,. We
make a few extracts, and those not the most pomted bat tho

cruelty, fmud rnpme, lasm\nousness,
And the’ deprquty occasionod by war, is not (as we' have shewn)
confined to the army. Every species ol' vice gmns ground in a
nation during:war. And when a war’is’ brought {o n close, &
long time elopces before a commumty returns to its former stand-
ard of morals. In time of pence, vice and rrrellglon generally re-
tain the nrmmd they acquired by a war. War unauthorized by
God ha, éver been and. will ever be; producllve of the most de-
moralizing efleets. From all this it will follow that the authors of
war hnve an awful degree of guilt to answor for at.the bar of
God. ‘Those.who set the bloody:appurotus of wur in motion’ muy
well tremble at: the consideration’of a- future Judrrment. : And i
it not a little remnrkoblo that christinns who havo leogued togethet :
o«rmnetdrunkenness, slavery, ther - evils; - should ‘romiin 80 -
snlent on tho sulquct oI'wur. “Why does not ull chrtstendom life
up, its VOICB “aguinst t this ‘monsts us oo - of humen hoppmo o
Is’ thcre no we ight of mﬂuence n tha chri istian’ commumty ?-May e
we not-however mdulgo a h e’ that the time will come when
mlellto‘ent chmtmns of cvery. country g and of every lame will unite .
thieir eﬂ'orte to put.an" end 1o tho delestuble trade” ‘of human .~
slnughtcl 2 Here chnshuns of avery .sect-may find an object
worthy of their attention, and in which they may' cordially unite.
For this object thoy may, wlth propriety, leave behind all party
zeal and party distinctions, and bury their animosities in one united
effort, to give peace to lhe world. To adopt the pions wish of*
another, we would most. l'ervenlly exclnim, O that God would
call forth some wise, pious,: enlightened, ardent philanthropist,
who shall form this detetinination in his heart and carry it into
execution !~ To convince - mankind that' christianity: forbids
war, to banish the idea of its lawfalness from their creed, and the
love of its practice from their hearts ; and to make- all men.seek
peace with their whole' goul,: and pursue it-with- all’ their " might,

till it establish an. umveranl reign over human nature, ‘shall bo the
grund ob]ect of ny exls ence: on ourth. —EDITOR.:_ B

Em‘ncrs oF EA'I‘ING wa BREAD —The rmschxevmm "
consequences oreqnng new bread do not arige from its: chemrca1
composition, but its’ mechemcal agericy :'itis very compreselblc,

it is therefore rarely ‘well masticated—-it is swallowed: qurckly and -
in'alarge. qu-mtlty.ond then as mstantl y expunds from absorption

of the fluid contents of the stomach, which organ,. thus;snddenly *
and extensWely dtetended, ot only suffers - pain:on: its'owa, part,i.
but compresses the . nerghbourmg blood-vessele, s
{0 u:terl‘ e‘wlth the gener&l circulation. Hence

shortest.

. fermg consequent on: such mdulgeuca.‘




