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BULLETr-PROOF.

««iIE-" Good gracious, Henry, what have you got
that waffle suspended from your neck for ?I'

1IEý'RY-" Well, since Dowe's patent bullet-proof breast-
plate bas proved a failure, I'm going. to let Jack, have a crack
at this. Vou needn't be alarmed; its from. the last batch
you baked."

THE TIMES IN A TANTRUM.

TRONG language-violent and un-
reasonlng abuse- is something we
do flot usuall>' look, for in the

* ~columns of the .M;eayTinies.
Profane swearing in the pulpit
w ould sc'ircely, sei more cut of'

phâce, for the Timees is a staid,
elderly journal of the very highestfr respectability. And yet we find ini
la recent issue the following fish-
wifely sentences: IlSone fornis of

- - Socialisrn Ina> commîand respect
if flot sympathy, but for Single Tax
it is diflicult to see how an>' right
minded person can have any other

- feeling than that of loathing nid
contempt. The real object of the

Single Taxers, if no longer avowed, is the confiscation of
one form of property, and that îvhich in aIl countries is held
in the highest respect. The confiscation of land, be it
remeînbered, nieans the confiscation of aIl the mortgages
founded upon it, which are flot land, but personal
properties."

This las t sentence implies clearl>' enough that in the
opinion of the Times wrîter land cannot riglîtfully be
regarded as personal property. and this is really going
further than the abhorrent Single Taxers go. T'he) nierel),
hold that land value-that is to say, the value -which
attaches to land b>' reason of the presence of the communit>'
-the speculative value, in other words-should not bc
treated as private propezty but should be taken in taxation,
in lieu of al other taxes. The>' do not propose to confiscate
land at al; under the Single Tax a land owner %vould he
protected in bis possession as sacredl>' as he is under the
present system, and to tbe sanie extent ; naînel>', as long as
be paid bis taxes. Ris taxes would be a sum equivalent to
the annual rent of the land he held, minus aIl iîproveînents.
and nieanwbile alI otber taxes direct and indirect would be
abolisbed. The only person that such a system Nvould
injure would be the land speculator, and ire subniit that,
being a mere parasite, he is flot %vorthy of the tears of the
Monetary 2Ties. People irbo look to that journal for
"Icalm-reasoned thouglits,» nia>' iell be astonished a t tlîis

outlbrcak of passion, and we mnust add, ignorance. It is
quite evident tliat thc Tilncs manx bas noever taken the
trouble to read up bis z;ibicct..

THE NEEDLE IN TH4E HAYSTACK.T 'H E proverbial dit-U'culty of f(mdi ng a needle inia haystack
is b)ein c\perieiceýd by the people or the NortbwNest
in tncir efforts to cliscover troin the cloquent ad:dressess

lately clelivered tco tbmcI biy Mdr. I..aurer. wvbat that gentle-
rnain's tari>' policy precisely is. Lt is uix-ersa.l[v adm:uted
that the hayi)stack of %words is in Ïtseif a great work of
oratorical art-beautififl and symmiietricail. buit thlev reck-t -led
on its containing a definilte býusiness statenient bearinz on1
the bard facts of the moment. Tlhe kev nîote ofaiMr
Lautrier«s spEeches was Freedom -,as ho eNpanItded it,
freedoni of tracle. ireedlom of thoughit, freedoin of opinion,
and upon this attractive dienie lie wva-\ed eloquent day after
daY. And tbere is nothing the 'North West p)cope Nvant
more than frcedoni. 1 hc1y would like soniething more
explicit boee.as to freedoiin ni trade. Hovfree is trade
to hc macle ini the event of a -ib eral goveriiiient coiag inrto
office ? Wliat part:iular artices arc to U)c put urion the Cree
Iist by the new finantc mnister. -nid how does"that suppo-
sitious gentleman pJropose to nieet the probable deticit in
public revenue ? Docs Mr Laurier favor direct taNationi.
and if so. ub-lat docs lie pr-?pr'se tn tax-inconies. or land
values, or both ? There is a comp!aint voiced by the
Western press th-it tlicse de2srabIle particulars are bard to
find in the mnass of brilliant zàdresses just delivered «:nd
in 50 far as this coînpiain-, i well founded it niay be snid
that Mr. Laurier's golden opportunîty ivas les. Perhaps,
however, like the general run of statesmnen. he lias ,re-tt
fiith in Il glittering gnrlte:

IF 1\tr. Kleiser niakes a success oflhis new hupersonation
line of business, his Copperie i ma turu out to lie a sîlver
and gold field.

'IN a plper read lefore thc Teachers' Convention at
Montreal, Mr. J1. P. Steveti claimied that eiocution "tended
greatlyv to lpr.)d uce naturahness.and ind(ividualitv." Etler
-Mr. Steplicn is ~vogabout hi.or it cannot (,ecelocutiori
that Our youing ladyv frWcnds stiwiv at the nunicrous schools
and coniservatories devotel to th'is alleged art.
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A HARD H-IT.
FITzDuii.soN-' 1 wondalîhî it is tmat

clergymnen always îvcah sofft bats ?-
CoüsricK- " By wav of contrast to tliei'r heads..

saine reason tlla.t you alwavs îwear a bard one

ellinoint
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