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TIHE MARRIAGE BILL.

bl
Tug Bill making legal the marringoe of

a map with his decoased wife's sistor, and
of a waman with her decessod husband'y
brother, has been defeated in the Senate,
Tlio majority was two in a houso of sixty-
four membors, but, let us hopo, had there
been n largor number of senalors prosent,
the imnjority against the Bill would have
beon vory much groator.

Tlie Church oceupics a peeuliar position
with rogard te this question, having to
Lear tho brunt of the fight, if, indeed, she
has net to DLear it nlone. As 1egards the
Church of Romo, while she opposvs very
strongly such marringes, yet sho offors no
epporition te o Bill of the kind, suaing
the anlo of Disponantions by which she
makes them logal will add to her tronsury;
and as it isnot the poor man, hut therich,
who ordinarily desires auch a union, thoe
prico of a Disponaation is proportionately
Inrgo ; and in order to ebinin the rich
manw's money, perhission to do what is
strictly prohibited and duclared lo be

—

sinful,isin this case, as inso many others,
ginnted.

Tho dissenting bodios, (Lthe Presbyterinn
Church of Scotland being an honorable
“nxcepliony) have, as a rule, paid little
regardd Lo tho languago of Scriplure con-
gorning tho prohibited degrees. The
Church of Scotlnnd has always beon a
unit in rvegard to this question, and
hog warmly supported tho Church of
Lugland in her oppesition to the Bill
which has for very many yoars past been
breught hefore the English Parlinment,
ounly to be ngain and again defented.

Usnhappily some mombers (so we have
boon informed) of the Presbytorian
Church in Canada, whesa wealth and
social posilion give them prominence and
importance, are among tho chief preme-
tore of the obnoxiows Biil, and te this,
weo fenr, is to bo atiributed the almost si-
lont nttitude of that body. We trust,
however, that the Seoteh Presbyterians of
this country will bo truo to their Nation.
al and religious sentimonts, and will net
hold aleof in the strugglo which is only
now beginning,

Whatover may be the course of othors,
the Chiirch of England in this Domin-
jon mwit not allow tho faithlessness of
pome, or the direct oppesition of others
to influenco hor action, save so far as it
may stimulate her to more detormined
and unromitting efforts against the Bill.

Lt the Synods of the several dioceses
al their forthcoming meetings, and the
Provincial Synod in both houses tako ac-
tion in the matter, and let the clorgy all
over the Dominien spéak sut plainly and
. coyatantly until their people are educa-
Wi upon the subject, and made to see
- ¥h# dangoroua tendencies_ of such & mes-

pure,

A PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

P

Beisc obliged te refuse insertion to a
Jettor (reference to which we subjein ina
nete from the auther) we feel it due to
those concerned to make a peraonal ex-
planation. _ ) _
A fuw weekas age there appeared in our
columns an  account of a meeting, or
rather of a series of wmeelings, embracing
part of the Lecture Conrse of the St
Paul’s Chureh  Asageiation of Charlotie-
town, Prince Edward Island, in which
tho subjoct discussad was “Ritual” It
is Lo he presumeod that in handling sucha
subjaet, and from such a platform, lecturer
and speakors would say much that would
bo thought objectionablo, if not untair,
by another congregation of the same
town, and would naturally draw out a
rejoinder.

This provad to ho the case, and we

willingly gave insertion to a letter signed
“Onward Christian Soldiers” becanse wo
folt its writer had quite as much right to
the use of gur columna as had the St.
Paul's Chureh Association. This letter
it appears was fur from favorably recoived
by these opposed to the views of the
writer, as has beon evidenced by the
remarks conmunieated from Charlotte-
town, which appeared in our issue of the
20th ultimo. This was not to bo won-
dored at, soeing that fruth boing many-
sided, men must, and always will, diffor
#0 long as they are allowed freedom of
thought and speoch.
Had the differences of opinion in the
matlor been discussed without bitterness.
we would have been glad te have allow-
od Loth sides a cortain ameonut of space
in our columns for a limitod time, but
from more than one letter received we
fear that that is impessible, and that no
good can possibly result to the Church by
any further discussion.

It is beenuso of this, and also from some
ohjectionable personal quelationa from
the othar side in “Onward Christinn
Soldiers ¥ rejoinder, that we feel justified
in refusing it admission.

We, however, publish part of his note

wo agree with him in what ho says, ond
to assure him and others, of whatovor
viows and party, that we shall at all times
show [fair play to all, only refraining from
ussisting to keep alive and fomont private
or congregational jenlousies and quarrels,
which can be of no benefit whatever to
the cnuse of Christ.

The following is the quotalion from
our cerrespondont’s lettor :

“ Editors Guardian: I forward you
tho enclogsod rejoinder. I hope you will
admit it for various reasons. 'Lhe cor-
respondenco columnsshould undoubtedly
bo free to all—writing in a fair way—on
any daobateable subject. You say that in
the heading of that column,  Your paper
is, undoubtedly, the Chureh paper of the
Dowinion. All Chucchmen have boen
forwnrding its intcrests. On ihis aceount
the papor should be * Catholic” in its
literal sense, /. . universal, for all.

Yours, &e.,
~ Oswanrp Comistia¥ Sovpisrs.”

THE < MESSENGER" AXD THE
“CHURCH ADVOCATE.”

—

It is to be regretted that the editer of
the Christian Messenger has seen fit to
meet us in the spirit which is enly tec
npparent in his remarks referring to our-
solves in tho lnst issus of his paper.

Taking it for granted that the editor of
tho Messenger was induced by the decep-
tive titlo Church Advocate to recognize
that papoer as an organ of the Pretestant
Episcopal Chwich ef -the United States,
we gought to put him en his guard,
hoping to draw from him a3 an apology
o frank admission ‘that he had been in
error with regard te it. Bub instead of
this we find him' reiterating his previous
statement, and then makinga thrust at us
about the * Prayer Beok” and “ Immer
gion.” - e ’

We are charitable emough te suppess

te.oursolves, in order to sny how entirely’

that our neighbor occupies pretty much
the same relation to both questions—
being entirely innocent as to the fasts in
cithir case, - '

To enlighten him upon the first point,
we can inform him that the Church Ad-
vocateis published in the interests of a
Baptist sect formerly known as Camphell-
ites, that ¢ Flder" Forney is iis editor, and
the * Doard ef Publication of the General
Eldership of the Church of Gop” the
publishers, .
Probably tho editor of the Messenger
may understand all about these people ;
if not, let him apply to his brother of
the Disciple, who, no doubt, will give
him the necessary information,

With regard te the questions of * Iu-
fant Daptism” and ¢ Immersion,” we
shall endeavor to continue our present
courss,and present, from time to time, such
vacts for our readers’ consideration as
will satisfy all hencst minds that the
grounds for the Daptist doctrines on these
subjects are as golid (!) as the editer of
the Afessenger has shown his knowledge
to be of the religious denomination of the
Church Advocate.
-
CENTENARY OF SUNDAY SCIIOOLS.

TO IHE CLERGY OF NOVA 3COTIA.

Reverend and Dear Brethren,~The Church
of Englnnd Institute of Tondon, of which the
Queen ia Patron, the Archbishup and most of
the Bishops ef England, Ireland, and Scot-
Irnd, being Vica Iatrouns, proposes a general
calebration througheul the world, of the
“Centenary of Sunday Schools,” dating from
the opening of a Schoeol in Glaucester by
Robert Raikes in 1780. The week beginning
June 27th, is appointed for this purpose; nnd
it is suggested, that en the Sunday a speeial
sermen be preachied, and a Children’s After-
noon Sarvice held ; nlse, that ench day ef the
week be marked by n ’rayer Meeting, ora
Conference of Sundny School Teachers, or a
Sunday Schosl Festival.

I conrmend their propositien te your con-
siderntion, and request yau to arcange, so
that yeur people may take part in the cele-
bration, or nt least hava theic attention drawn
to tiic subjeet, although some of the things
proposed may net he suitable for our Country
Parishes, nnd the senson will not be suficient-
1y advanced for au open air Festival,

“ The Committec hopo that a speciai effort
will be mads te Lring the importauce of the
Suaday Scheol praminently before the publie,
and that an earnest cndeaveur will be wmade,
in ench centre, to sccure the interest aud co-
urerntion of many who at present stand
aloof Irom it.”

** The Committee foel that, if ndvantage is
takan of this eccasion, much practical benefit
will be conferred upon local efforts, and that
it presents a faverable spportunity fer secur-
icg to the Sunday School a recognition of its
proper and natural place as an important
Chureh Institution.

My vieitation will be held, and my Charge
delivered, (D. V.), in St. Luke's Cathedral on
Tuesday,July Gth.

Yours sincersly,

. NOVA SCOTIA.
Halilax, May 10th.

ANSWERS TO BIBLICAL "QUES.
TIONS.

BY X. Y, Z,, CHARLOTEETOWN, P, E. I.

115.—Tsaiah, and also Fzckiel, Isaiah
Xix. 4- 5. “ And the Egyptians will 1
give over into the hand of a cruel Lord;
and a fierce king shall rulo over them.
saith the Lerd, the Lord -of hosts, and
the waters «hall fail from the sea, and the
river shall, bo wasted and dried up™
Lzekiel xxx. 11, last port, 12, «And
thoy shall diaw their swords against
Egypt and fill their land with slain.  Aad
Lwill make the vivers dry, and sel) the
land into the hand of the wicked ”

In exact fulfilment of these predictions,
the bed of the highest port of the Guif
of Suez has dried, and all the streams of
the Nile have dried and may be cressed
without fording; excepting, ef courss,
the two branches, the present Damietta
and Rosefta branches. Therefors, five
out of ‘tho seven mouths have dried up,

116.—1. Ho saw Samuel. 2, Like-
wisa the w0 nien, higservants, who went
with him. 1. I Samual; xx¥iii. 14 verss.
“ And he said unte her, what form is he
of? And she said, an'old man’cometh
up;-and he'is coverdd with'a mantls
And Saul perceived hat.it was Samuel,
and he stooped with Iis face to the ground
and bowed himaelf.” 2. I Samuel, xxriii,
8. “And Sadl’ disguised himself and

put on other raiment, and he went, and
twe men with him, and they came to the
‘woman "by night: and he said I pray
thee, divine unto me by the familiar
spirit, and bring him up whem I shall
name unto thee.”

117.—Sarah, Abrehan, Isaac, Rebekah,
Leah, and Jaceb. Genesis xlix, 30, 31.
“In the cave that is in the field of Mach-
pelah, which is before Mamre, in the
land of Canaan, which Abrabam Lought
with the field of Ephron the Hittite for
a possession of a burying place. There
they buried Abruhame and Sarak his
wife ; and there they buried Zruae and
Rebekal his wife; and there I buried
Leah.” Conesis 1., 13, “For his sons
carried him (7 ¢, Jacob) intoe the Land
of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of
the field of Machpelah, which Abraham
hought! with the field for u possession of
of a burying place of Ephron the Fittite,
Lefore Mamre.”

118.-—Y.zekiel, the Prophet, = Fzekiel
iv. I, “Thou also son of man, take thee
n tile, and lay it bLefore thes, and pour-
tray upon it the city, even Jerusalem-”

119.—It was Llishama the son of
Ammihud, prince of the children of
Ephtaim.  Number vii, 48 and 50.
“On the seventh day Elishama, the son
of Ammihud, prinee of the children of
Ephraim, offered” . . “one golden speon
of ten shekels, full of incense.”

120,—(1) With Simon. (2) He was
a tanner. Acis X, 5 and 6. “And new
sond men to Joppa, and eall for one
Simon, whoss surname is Peter; he
lodgeth with ono Simon a tanner, whose
house is by the senside, he shall tell thee
what thou oughtest te do.” Acts ix, 43.
And it came to pass that he (Peler) tarried
many days in Joppa with one Simon a
tanner.

121 —1. St. Paul. 2. The sixteenth
chaptor of the Epistle to tho Romans.
Romans xvi. 1, “I commend unto you
Phebe.”  3rd verse, “ Greet Priscilla and
Aquila” Gth verse “ Greot Mary who
bestowed mueh labor on us.”” Tth verse,
“Salute . . . Junia.” 12th verse, “ Sa-
lute Tryphena and Tryphesa, who labor
in thn Tord,” 15th verse, * Salute .
Julia,”

132.—The first book of the Kings and
the 20d book of the Kings, (sce the
headings of the same beoks), viz.:
‘“The first book of the Kings, commonly
called the third book of the Kings,” and
“the sccond boek of the Kings, com-
monly called the fourth book of the
Kings.”

123 —q. Tsar-haddon, King of Assur,
(Assyria.) 2 Kings xvii, 24, “ And the
king of Assyria brought men from Baby-
lon, and frem Cuthah, and from Ava,
and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim,
and placed them in thae eities of Samaria
instend of the children of Israel; and
they possessed Samaria and dwelt in the
cities thereof.” 2 Kinga xvii. 29, “How-
beit every nation made geds of their
own, and put them in the houses of the
high places which the Samaritans had
made, every nation in their cities where-
in they dwelt.” Eara iv. 2, “Thon they
camo {0 Zerubbabel, and to the chief ef
the fathers, and said unto them, Let us
build with you, for we seek vour Go, as
ye do; and we do sacrifice unto him since
the days of Esar-hadden, king of Assur,
which brought us up hither.”

b. Asmapper, the great and mnoble, is
alsc supposed to be the same as Lzar-
haddou. Ezra iv. 10, “ And the rest of
the nations whom the great and noble
Asnapper Lrought over, and set in the
cities of Samaria, and the rest that are
ou this side of the river, and at such a
Limne.

124, (1). When Joshua was fighting
against the confederate kings. Joeshua x.
13, And the sun steod still, and the
moon stayed, until the people hiad avenged
themselves upen their enemies. Is not
this written in the book of Jasher? So
the sun stood still in the midst of heaven,
x:lml hasted not to go down about s whole

ay,"

(2). When Hezekish was near. death
Gop gave him health; and by Isaiah told
him that he would heal him, by thissign,
“He brought the shadow ten degrees
backward by which it HAH geno down in
the dial of Ahas," which ocourrence was
like the miracle of the standing still of

will bring ‘sgain the .shadow of the de-
grees, which is'gone down in the sun dial
of Ahaz,’ ten degrecs “backward." "So the

sun returndd tan degrees, by which de-

gréen it kad gone down.”

the sun and the moon at the commard of| -
Joshma, . Isaish: Xkxviii, 8;:  Beheld I|.

—
—
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THE ORIGIN AND OBSERV Y

: . ) NCE
OF THE LORD'S Day

(Written .fm- the Church Guargdian),

3 Rev. F. H. Ports, Rector of GRack
Curacy, Cresco, lowy, U, §,
(Cuncluded}.

Ought not then the people to be ye.
minded that seeing and hearing apraac]‘m;
is not the whols of one’s Sundny dnty -
that attending the Chureh angd rmuainih:i
there with unbended knee and unopened
lip is ot worship; that, in shor, ad
miring 4 man is not the same as worshiy,.
ping almighty Gob. B

Moreover, the Bible makes known to
us certain sacramental rites which aye in-
cumbent upon all who profess and eq
themselves Christians : and that op every
Lord's day_the Primitive Church ccla.
brated the Holy Communion, and net B
most Christians do now, only ence 3
mouth, Geb has not left us any choiee’
in this matter. He has not said; ag some
sclf-appeinted preachers represent Hiy,
as saying ; “Go to Chureh, if you think
you will be benefitted by it ; he baptized
if you think it a saving ordinanee ; sit
or kneal or stand during the serviee ag
you think best: go to the communion ¢
not as is most agreeable to you. XNy -
He has net said any thing of the king
but He has said, ¢ Hallow my snbbnlhs,’:
and Ho has pointediout the way in which
that hallowing shall be eflected. (igp
has net said, “ go to Church if you like
the minister, and stay at homo if you do
not like him,” hut he has said ; « Neglect
not the assembling eof yourselves togeth-
er”; and He has promised his blessing
upon only “two or threo” who will meet
in- his name and presence. None of
these matters of which I bave spoken can
be of little importance, and no ona enn
be said to hallow Gon's day as lie ought,
who wilfully noglects any of thom.

Justin Martyr gives the followine
account of the services of the Church ip
his day. He says; “ On the day which
is ealled Sunday, nll who live i the city

-|orlcountry come tegether, and the writings

of tho aposties and prophets are read,
after which the Bishop or presiding min-
ister of the Assembly delivers & disconrse
to tho people, exherting thew to follow
the goed things they have heard. Then
we all rise and make common prayer, and
when the prayer is ended, bread and
wine and water arc brought to the chicf
minister, who prays and gives thanks
over them with all possible ferveney :
the people answering amen. After tis
distribution of the elements is made ta
all who are present, and they are sent ta
the absent by the hands of the deacons.”
Heve we loarn in what the services
consisted ; not in a_sermon, preceded or
followed by a prayer made by the preacher
and listened te by the people, but in com-
mon prayer, in which both people and
Minister participated, together with a
sermen and the Holy Communios,

In short it was worship and not novelty
that drew the. people together. Then
God’s houso was frequented, because Ie
was the object of their thoughts. The con-
grogation entered His house, not so much
because they expected to be benefiticd by
what they heard, the praises and prayers
they offered and the sacrameatal rites in
which they participated—and how great-
ly theso do benefit the devout wershipper,
only those who are such ecan know—hut
people then attended Church because it
was at the same time a pleasure and a
duty. No one thought of saying as many
do new, “ I do not see the nead of going
to Church to worship God; for I can
read the Bible and pray at home.” No
one thought it a matter of little import-
ance whether Ged’s holy day were hallow-
ed or not. They recognized what was
due from them to their God, and sought
in every possible way to make some
adequate return for the many blessings
Ho'had bestowed upon them.

Here then is the true incentive to the
observance of the Lerd’s day ; not a cen-
sideration ef the pleasure or benefit to
bo derived from it, but chiefly a desire to
worship that Holy Being whe has sur-
rounded us with se many tekems of his
love, and asks that we requite that lave
by the careful and prayerful observ-
ance of the day which He calla. !ﬁ’s own.

How . ungrateful are those persoms,
who though they receive from the giver
of all good, six days in which te buy and
sell, " grudge him - the remaining day ef
the weok and.if they do not .work upon
it, at least do not spend.te ib to the
honor and glory of the crester and Lene-

[To be Contiuned.]

facter.



