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It Woild appear that whatever should be the
Ultemate lesuit of this policy the Canadian advo-cates ofreciprocity are upon the horns of a dilem-la. Should the higher duties be approved at thetext presidential election, then no chance of free-trade exists, unless we choose to raise a McKinleytrif against the Mother Country. If the Demo-crats should be returned, and should try to lowerthe duties, which is almost impossible with a Re-

can Senate, then according to free-trade
0agumentsan enormous impetus would be given

POSitioerican manufacturing, in which case the
Pitiable. our poor producetrs would indeed be

According to Hon. Roger Q. Mills, one of the
likers of the Demccracy, "our manufacturers,e Our farmers, are standing sorely in need of"ore extended markets We can turn out a"third More product than our people can consumeand We 'nust have more markets and more con-

Canadian revenue reformers must either acceptte Republican maxim that American protection
agans England is good, with the iniev.table pre-
SUtPtin that C nadian protection against theStates iolbetter, or else the Democratic theory thatProtection has wrought a tremendous over-produc-

Sfor which largtr markets are necessary, andthe equally strong inference that our home marketWoUld be led lhke a lamb to the slaughter under thekind guidance of the advocates of reciprocity.
ItAs , however, pleasant in the teeth of hostileAnlierica

fisheriean tariffs, threats and aggressions upon our
pathetic o read on all sides the generous, sym-
speakers and reassuring words of newspapers and
ted K ofevery Political complexion in the Uni-
opeai and to find so many promises of co-ration even to the extent of fiscal discrimina-n lin our fav

Sin mid your. In this connection and bear-
donad the vigorous words of Sir John Mac-

dt int ·ix, and during the recent elections,statemnterestng to note the following energetic
Review of fron his pen in the North American
request for anatry e886, evidently in reply to arequst fr anarticle:

" scarcely think that a discussion as to the ad-''sabicity Of the severance by agreement of the
"Onnection which now exists between the Mother

r ountry and Canada can lead to any practical"CSUlt. A very large proportion of the people of"anada believe that.their future prosperity de-
andt ethe continuance of that connection,
"temIpt at ·s so strong that I think any at-T atseparation would lead to a civil war."

Canada McKinley bill, however, while affecting
Chnadao some extent, affects Great Britain veryleinhMore. At the time when it became law a

tish banking journal of England stated that the
fromisbexporterto the States might as well retire

o"o rusness, while it enquired how the £8o,ooo,-
forifBrOitimports from the States are to be paidAfreriish exports are rendered unprofitable inAnierican mlarkt
that Yorkshir-kets. There can be no question
and clothire in its export of woollens, carpets
forth so fali Dundee, where Mr. Gladstone held
fast in j aOusly a few months since; and Bel.Jutes and linen ; London in furs; Notting-ham in nlling

nery and Lancanshire in cotton piece0ts hWilleSufer 
severely.

andstas been stated with authority that the iron
Theel trade with America is practically doomed

poit owing figures partially illustrate thePosition of affairs :
TOTrAL BRITISH EXPORT OF TEXTILE GOODS TO THE

UNITED STATES IN 1889.
Cotton manufactures............$10,935 

000
Silk manufate 'n t Ur- ... 19 280,CooW ok manufactures·.......... .. 6,645 000o0llef aruf e . . ......... 23 585000

Total -
The · $60,445,000

apen oral conveyed by existing fiscal condiionsýPears 10 beth
1ritain an he absolute necessity of Great

comibinaan fhe States of the Empire forming a
otion of .o commercial defence, and the pro-

of Whthinter.-imfperial trade. As an illustrationWhat hil as been done, rather than as a guide to
whi bte done in the future, the following table

vi e n eresting :

BRITISH DUTIES IN 1845, (AD VALOREM).

Cotton cloth manufacture;..
Woollen manuatu-e.....
Silk ....................
Hides (dresstd).............

Bacon ani 1ams (mi).......
Butte.....................
Che....................
Pork ......................
Wheat per qtr.............

From From
Foreign British

Countries Possessions.
Per cent. Per cent.

102 5%
1534 53
3'8 53
1034 514

s. d. s d.
14 8' 3 8
21 5 3
11 2 7
8 4 2 1

20 5

The Colonies at this time gave a decided prefer-
ence to British products, and there can be litile
doubt that had the preferential portion of the policy
then in force been maintained, our Canadian
prairies would have been filled with a numerous
and prosperous population ; India would have
supplied England, in conjunction with Australia
and this Dominion, with the food products which
now come so largely from the Uuited States ; and
Great Britain would have had the colonial markets
for her goods enormously increased in value.

It only remains for me now to sum up by urging
a general and hearty support to Imperial Recipro-
city from all who desire to see Canada and the
Empire prosperous in unison. Let an enthusiastic
and widely spread rally be made around the ban-
ner of the new United Empire Trade League, or
similar organizations, and a movement inaugurated
which will make a grand reality of what now ap-
pears to many as naught but the baseless fabric of
a dream. With a total inter-imperial trade of
1,400,000,000 of dollars, it is certainly worth an
endeavour to retain and p-omote our rapidly ex-
panding British commerce, and, as the Canadian
leader of the Opposition said at Somerset, Quebec,
in August, 1888 : "It is a matter to be hoped that
" those nations which recognize the sovereignty of
"Great Britain may be united by commercial
union." Writing some two years ago to the Iail,
the secretary of the British Union of Manchester,
a strong fair-trade organization, with 30 members
of the British Parliament on its executive, expressed
himself as follows : "Let Canada and Austral-
"asia give us a clear, definte mandate to declare
"to our fellow-countrymen that they desire and
"are willing to enter into a commercial union
"with the Mother Country on the basis of differ-

ential customs duties, and within twelve months
"we will light up such a fire from Land's End to
"John O'Groat's, as shall illumine the world

as to the future policy of the British race."
Let me say once more that I believe in

tne words of the Montreal Gazette: "The policy
"of Imperial reciprocity is splendid in concep-

tion and thoroughly practical in character," and
that, as Mr. Chamberlain lately said of British
statesmen, so we can sav of our Canadian leaders :

It is the duty of every statesman to do all in
"his power to maintain and increase this commer-

cial intercourse, and to foster the attachment
"upon which, to a large extent, it is founded."

In concluding these necessarily brief contribu-
tions to the consideration of a great subject, Jet
me urge the adoption of a vigorous policy and the
abandonment of this principle of "drift" which
has so long characterized Canadian as well as
British thought in regard to our Imperial future.
Let us remember that a union of peoples is simply
a delusion and a snare unless properly organized,
and that if we, in this British Empire, base our
future government upon the lasting principles of
co-operation and consolidation, no foreign legisla-
tion or nation can affect the prosperity, progress or
power of any Britisî people.

Toronto. J. CAsTELL HOPKINs.

Is it the Universal Custom to Mount a
Horse on the Left Side?

It can hardly be said ihat the custom is universal to mount
a horse on the left side, though it is customary with European
peoples. The Indian always mounts fronm the right side, as dll
also the Romans and reeks, while the Japanese still take
to the right. This has its advantages, as it leaves the left
hand free to hold a spear, and control the horse. It was lie
custom at one tline for people to moutnt on the right side in

England, and it was abandned chiely for the resons
that as it became customary for gentlemen of quality to wear
their sw ords on the lt1d, they found it more convenient to
mount on that side.

Pensions to Officers' Widows.
The ordinary pension to the widow of a lieutenant in the

army is £40, and £ro for each child. A captain's widow

has £5o, and £12 for each child ; a lieutenant-colonel's
widow £9o, and £16 for each child ; a general's widow

£120, and £20 for each child. If his death is directly
traceable to fatigue, privation, exposure, etc., the pensions
to the officer's family are increased by half as much again; if
he is killed in action, or die of wounds within twelve months
of the battle, the pensions are doubled The ordinary
pensions are not granted if the officer was twenty-five yeairs
older than his wife.

THE SETTING OUT.
(Prom the painting by Haguette.)


