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50 A MOTHER.ON THE DEATH OF HER

.......

ADDRESSED TO "*° *eevee
THSRE *8-0 home Ia the heavens, o bleased aphére,
Where the.eye i pe’or dimm*d with a single tear ;
Thero ’a & Wwotld witheut sorrow, or pain, or care,
And the child that thou-mourn’st is there, is there.

There ’s 3 Jand where the svils of sin are unknown,
Aod the epemy- Desthi is hurl’d from his throne;;. -
A-segion of spirits-~all bright and fair— )
And tho child that thow mourn’st is theve, is there,

- There s a girden of llossoms, all blooming and bright,
The chosen, the cherish’d, the children of light ;
Whose souls are as pure as the robes that they wear,
And the child that thou mourn’st.jo shore, is there,

There are mansions of bliss in the realms above,
#And tbrones that resound with & Saviour’s love :
Where millions with millions in happiness share,
And the child that thou mousn’st is there, isthere.

He was thine, but the Saviour has eall’d him away—

Oh ! would’st thou sestore him to death and docay 1

No—zather.in Heaven to mcet him prepare

For tho child that thou moarn’st is there,is thera,
Montredl, June 2, 1842. J.D.MD.

GENERAL LITERATURS, -

‘1% a late number; we inserted a short aceount ofa
mast effecting sad “truly distressing circumslance,
which occurred in the month of April Jast, in the:town-
ahip of Preston, Nova .Scotia. _ The following narra-
uve of the trancaction, which we_ copy from The

L . 4 it
Church, orlginally .appeared in .the Houa, Mmﬁ"and'scrambﬁﬁ woodland, granite barren and

It-wili be read with inte:

rest, espocislly by our.young
iriends,.—Ep.] : o

THE BABES IN THE WOODS.

Mosr children, who can' réad, have read the
touching little Nursery Tale of the Bdbes in’

the Wéods, and thousands, who cannot ready{

have wept over itge'befter isformetl playmates;

‘nurses, “or grandmothers,. poured it mto their [ty

‘infant eafs, with' variationg, ' embéllishments,
and exﬁﬁe’mﬁqns; which, if all duly, préderv-
o, would fill a:book as: ldrge ns’ Robinson,
Crasos. We have seén all the touchinginéic
dents bf' the scene 80 ofteft portrayed in iood=
cuts and engravings, that at any moment we
can conjure up the bed-room in ‘which the dy-
ing parents: consigned the innocepts to the;
cruel but fajr-spoken tinte—the wild' glon in
which thie rufiians -quarrelled, upon *the point
of conscience, ’as to ' whetlier they should be
murdered ‘or left {6 perish’ ih.the wood-~and
thensthe wood itself, in which they wandered
%0 long, hand in_hand,. quenching their thirst:
in the runhipg’ bidok,-gathiering slve-berries to
satiofy their hunger, and sleeping at night bes
neath'the trées in” each othef’s arms.—TPruly.
‘thislittle legend has enjoyed a-popularity mere
exten'siye?etﬁan' thougands oftales of more com-:
plicated plot and’ elaboraté; exedution. The

Trownship of Preston lies to the eastward of

| with that on ' which Mr. Meagher lived, and
‘which are separated frgm it by-the lakes.that

‘anflisten“to it with ‘as much .delight and as
tender a sympathy as the boys and girle of the
Past, and who can say how many centuries
'miy pasg before it shall.sease to be remem-
bered, or be shorn of any proportion of the po-
pularity it now enjoys. ‘ o
We' have had of late our . ¢ Babes in the
‘Woods,” and the object of this little sketch is
to record some incidents, in humble life, in
which the people of Halifax, Dartmouth, and
the settlements in their vicinty, take at the
resent moment a very lively interest, and
which. it is probable will be ‘held in painful
remembrance by hundreds until their dying
day. Our story lacks something of the dra-
matic cast of the old one—there being neither
avarice, cruelty, nor crime in it, yet’tis ¢ piti-
ful, *tis wondrous pitiful.” The town of Dart-
imouth lies on the eastern side Halifax harbour,:
directly opppsite 1o the city of that name. The

Dartmouth, and embracesscatiered agricultu-
ral settlements, through the principal of which
the maia road rung whichleads from Dart-
mouth to Porter’s Lake, ‘Chozetcook, Jedore,
and all the harbours upon the south-eastern
scaboard. About half a mile ffom this road,
it a distance of  some four ,miles and-a half
from the Ferry, lived John Meagher, a native]
of Ireland, his wifo, and a Tomily ‘of four child-
ren. His house is pretily sitiated.on an up-
ladd ridge, between two lakes, and overlook-
ing the main road. His cleared fields avere
c‘heﬂ&}‘iﬂ front, the rearof hia lot being cover-
by a_fhick growth ofbushcs and, young trees,
which had sprung up in the place of the origi-
nal forest, long since levelled (By.the axe, or
overrun by fire. "Behind thelot, in a nor-
therly direction, laya wide extent of tirnber

morass, the only houses in the neighbourhood
lying east or.west, on ridges running parallel

éxtend some distancesin-the rear of his ¢lear-
ing. ’ '
*On Monday morning, the 10th day of April,
Meagher, his wife, and two of the children,
lying gick. with the measles, the two oldest
ginla, Jane Elizabeth, being six years and ten
months,and Mggarét only five-years old, strol-
fed"into. the. woods to search for<Lashong, the
um of the black spruce’ treé, or tea bemnes.
%gday wag fine, and the girle beingin the
habit,of roaming about the lot, wére not mis-
sed till Tate in the'day. A man-sefvant waos
sent in search*sf them, and*thought he heard
their voices, but réturned withopi¢: them, pro-
hably thinkingthere wasno occasion foralarm
and that they would' by and-bye return of
their own necord. “Towardg evening, the fami-
 became seriounly salapmed,” and the "sick
father rouséed himsélf to search forkis children,
and gave the alarm’ to ‘some-of his nearest
‘neighbours. - The rest of the night.-wasspent
;n heating about the woodsbi:&i'ar of the cleﬂé;r'-
ng, but to no purpose, nobody. supposing that
kiﬂ#%dimall'&iim liave strayed more tha.a
wile or two fronk "the "house. ' ‘On ~Tuesday

boys:and girls™ of the présent’ generation’ redd

morning, tidings hdving reached” Dartiiouthy

H
vergl 8 .
to me vicinity of Meaghcr’f

dlifax, and the neighbouring setllements, se-
hundreds of pereons promptly rcpaired
house, and, divi-
ding into different partiee,ccmmenced a fonr.si
and active examination of the woods. In the
course of the day the tracks of little feet were
discovered in several places on patches .of
snow, but were again lost—the spot at which
the children crosssed a rivulet which connects
Lake Loon with Lake Charles was aleo re-
marked. A colored boy named Brovpn, whese
dyeelling lay about three miles ‘to the north
and west of Meaghers’s, also reported that he
had heard a noise, as of chjldren crying, the
evening beforey; while cutting wood, but that on
advancing towards it and.calling out, the sourd
ceased, and he returned horne, thinking, per-
haps, it was a bird or some -wild animal.
TThe tracks, the coloured boy’s report, and
the subsequent discovery of & piece of one of
the children’s aprons, stajined with blood, at the
distance of three miles from their home, gave 2
wider range to the researches of the beneve-

lént, who began to muster in the neighbour-

hood of the place in which the piece of apron

was picked up, and to deploy in all direetions,
embracing a circle vf several milesbeyand and
in.rear.of it. Monday night was mild, and it
was pretty evidast the children survived it.—
Tuesday night was colder, and about two in—

ches of snow having fallen, the genersl, con-

viction appeared to be, that, worn out with
fati
clothing, "they must bave perished.
there was no relaxation of the exertions of the
enterprising .and bencvolent. Kresh parties
poured into the woods each day, snd .many’
persons, overpowered by the strength of their
feclings, and .gathering fresh energy from the
pureuit, devoted the entire week fo, the gener-
ous purpose of rescuing the dead bodies, if riot
the Jives of the innocents, from the wildernesg.
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and :Saturday.
passed away, and no further trace was’ disco-
vered of the Babes in the Woods ; every newt-
paper ‘that appéared was eagerly searched:for
some tidings—every boatthat crossed the har-
bour was met by anxious and enquiring faces
—Dartinouth .was constantly occupied with
vehicles and pedesirians moving to and fro.

e and hunger, and having no outer

Still

As the week closed, all hopes of findipg the

children -alive were of cojlrse abandoned, and
yet nobody thowght of dis¢ontinuing the searek.
An gir of mystery began to gatlier about the
affair. Theaccounts of the man—servant and
of the coloured lad weve eagerly. canvassed—
what meant the. bl
apron? _Had there been crime ? . Had wiki
apimals destroyed them 7 How could the

‘have wanderéd so far? How couldhundreds
of
five days, without finding them 7. All ‘these

-upon the scrap -ofithe

persons have traversed the woods . for

were Questions which every body put to bis

neigbbbur,:ana'which nong.¢ould answer.,

n Sunday morning, it was quite evident

that the interest had deepened rather. than
declined. .‘Aoad seéméd to harg upon the
mind which was exceggively. painful, - Mapy.
who had been. ¢onfined all the week, -una-
blé to join ir the good work, determined fo



