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TOM BRIMS'S INDIAN PRINCES.

(Fr'om Chamubers Journal.)

I I have been expecting then to wanit to buy a Cuanard
steamer or two, or some other trifie of that kind, since
.they have been hore,' ho bitterly said, in a talk with me
ou the second day. ' Luckily, ships are the only specialty
there ls in this place. But we shall be in money difliculties
before ie get away, Some diamiionds ought to have beell
cashed before we left London. Tho treasurer lics no
noney left in his bag. I told yon they are liko big
children. It le of no more use trying te maktie thin under-
stand business than it would be trying to leap over the
Mersey. Becauso I said iEt night the accounts nuiust b
paid, for some of them were coming in twice and three
Mles oer, thc old oces moustache iront uap te lis eye-
bros. I expcieed le mould have rn 1ai atteidant or ti
blirouagli on the spot. But 1 uîeîan te rclîîrn te ii tlals
cvening, if he kil s every ene of ileint o e added thiat h
should tell ahl three of themc that it was the first tiie
accounts for lundreds and thousands of poiunds hat hlad te
b sont into him over again-whiclh was aie doubt.true.

I begged hin net to be rush. lie said he did not mean
te be,. but he would not lose lis character for punctuality
of payment for ail the princes in India. IL was telightlnl
to hear han talk; le preached a lay sermon on prompt
settlements. It iliglt entail some loss, he said, to sell
diamonds il Liverpool, London being the righît market
but that was thair lad management, net lis.

That nighet a critical scene took place. I Lad ben
formally iatroduced to their Higlinesses in Yorkshire-
that is to say, Tom presented me, and they had each looked
me through with their dark cyes, not one of them utter
ing a word on the occasion. Uanderstaiding no syllable
of their language, direct communication witli them by me
wras eut of the question ; in. fact, except whlen making one
of- the procession out of doors, I liad not ibon i thei
presence for five mimutes ait a tiMne. But Tom insisted
upon my accompanying hini mito the iner-room for thi
interview, giving mie a great bundl of accounîts by way o
pretext'

As lu London, the apartnlients liad bea re-arranged, tha
is, in fact, disarranged, stripped, suitably te their ow
cousteome. For somea reason, they had the gas turned onl
half-way on. There, in the dimness, they sat each upo
his own cushioned carpet, the eldest prince occupying th
centre ,wreaths of smoke of an odd foreign fragrance goin
up fron thoir hookalîs.

Tom Brims, addressing the central figure, mado a
speech. IL was longthy, for although le calme te a paus
sevoral times, no answer was vouchsafed to him. Ho ha
to go on again. The three mutiled-up squat forans stirre
not a fold of their white robes, moved not a wrinkle o
their impassive faces. I could net understand what To
was saying, as ho spoke m their language, but I could tel
that ho was talking of the accounts, for he referred t
them. Towards the close, ho displayedt a long list of copie
figures, showing the total ofthe indebtednless, so far as it wa
thon known. Suddenly, at the recital of the figures, a gri
smile shione on the swarthy features of the eider prince
lis gleaming eyes turned to his companions on eitler side
The smile and the flashing look were reflected in th
visages of thc other princes. With ene and the sam
action they put aside their pipes. At a signal in whic
they all seemed tojoin, tlke clockwork, two attendants wh
were in the room glided to the doorway, and drew clos
over it a curtain suspended there. The elder prince tilte
his Lead a little back, but kept bis eyes, which wrere no
positively burniug in their brilliancy, fixed on Tom Brim
as he deliberately, distinctly, musically said: ' Yon d
wel to press so. We know that ye English are ver
honest. Do not you corne te Indiai and beach it is ?'

Tom Brims had begun te stagger back at the first wor
he eard. He kept up a staggering retreat uipon me, ais
eachsentence iais a blowdoaltto lii. Hle iaadsome reason
This taciturn ligure, which always when addressed in il
own iative tongue, had up te this time answered only i
monosyllables, had sudienly opened its iouth ioth
purest Englisl. But the wonder continued. The speak
er'e grayish moustache curled like a snake.

a Cash our diamonds ? It 1 iwell we Lave any. You
masters have left us few in the land. ldia shoea wit
them before they came, but ilt Is darkening fast. I islik
your strects in the mornng ; the lamnps being put out on
by one. ray, you say ? Yes.- Have tliey pid so promptly?
Yon flourish our little accounts in our faces ; but ihore i
India's bill to present to England ? At what figure sha
we put downu eacI province she lias scized? Value for us th
bleod youaEnglishi have shied in oceans. Yeu could net, rie
as yoi are, pay that accouant, if we could offer il.'

Brime was finally brought up in his retreat by comin
inte contact with me. h lad only entered a couple r
paces within tlie doorway. Ho turned a white falc
towards me, gasping forth: ' They can talk English bette
than I cati Il

I was perfectly amazed.
Amnotier voico struck in, it would net belfi us t b

withouît an interpreter.' Whick of the oblier princes gav
this explanation, I did not distinguishi. The articulatio
was net so distinct as in the former utterances.

A monent's silence followeod. Thtedi the central figur
spoke again • ' Yo have been to bold ; ' the cyces blaze
towards Tom Brims ; ' but it is your first oeneaice.' Agai
the moustache curled itself. a It wold be a pity that on
with such good habite of prompt payment should hav
thus broken downi the least lu the world. Get alIl th
accounats in readinîess for nioon to-morrow.' Putting hi
Land to lis girdie, the prince significcantly lifted, from
fold il lis robe, one end ofa long piarse, and shook it, I
gave forth a sharp, thin rattltng sound : doubtless the

were diamonds. ' Schedule everything in clear order; you
now have help,' nodding towards me. 1 But pray, sec that
in this s0 prompt, so punctual paying, se lonest England,
the charges arc not more tlhan a reaisouable amount higher
than they would b if we were not foreigners and princecs.'
The prince sitting on the right hanud bore muttered some-
thing lm a very low toue. ' ln the morning,' resumned the
eider, t.we will do wilout your services tilt no,
that you inay have timie to see the percent4ges aire
riglit.'

The simultaileous landliug of tirec long pipes told ns
that we wero dismissed. Brims did not linger for aI
moment ; I need not say that I followed hilm as closcly as
possible. The attendants raised the door-cuîrtain for us
like mechaniceal figures.

Tom Brims seized my arn as soon as we got into the
other roon. 1 They have all the time understood my
remarks aside to yeu, my jokes, all the purposed luinders
I made about theam, he whispered. - IL is very strange,
but I know that young native princes lu India arc some-
times well taught in foreigni tongues. Yet who could
have expected this?' Ho was .overwhelmed and chop-
fallen. The discovery that he had been mite pretmg whcre
no. interpretèr was needed, completely dernoralised him.
Wlat he said he spoke in a whisper, ais if afraid of being
overbeard. Ho could net rest under the roof; nor after
we went out.of-doors, did he seen te feel quite safe till iwe
had get some distance away fron the hotel. We walked
up and down Castle Street. In the end, we found our way
to the great landing-stage hy the river-side, thronged with
crowds of passengers embarking and alightiug fron the
ferry steamers, and by loungers promenading. There he
found his voice.

t does not surprise me,' ho said, with a hollow laugh.
They are snakes-all natives are. You never know where

you are with these fellows. As soon as I have gone
through the accounts with thoem to-morrow iloon, I must
think what I ought to do. These thrce diamonds they
gave me in london, I think I ought to return. But you,

r must stop with them, old follow ;' meaning me. ' You
will just do -as wiell with them ais myself, now we know
they understand English.' Blushing scarlet, he said :

f , Coufound them I Who would have thought it ? But it
isn't you thoy made a fool of and insulted.' Ho pulled

t out lhis pocket-book, containing the partially cut diamonds.
n He repeated that he should give them back ; ho would

show them that Englishmen wore not to be treated in that
n way.

e If you have more diamonds than yon like te keep,
g captain,' broke in a man at his elbow, in a pilot.jacket and

a son'ester cap, ' yen will find plenty who'll oblige you
a by taking a few off'your hands. I would not miid one
e myself, by way of a favour.' Grinning, ho mockingly held
d out his hand.
d Tom Brimns bad lost bis senses. He was for getting
f lto an argument with this strange man on the crowded

.pier, beginnig te tell him about the princes. It was with
0 difficulty I urged him away, and led him lin and ont of the
o bustling groupe, up the resounding iron bridge. I told
d him he muet make allowances for their Highnosses. What
s ho had said about prompt payments te thea was perhaps
m tee harsb. Tho more I tried te soothe him, the more

forions ho became.

e It was late when we returned te the hotel, for Tom
Swolild prepave himoself for revisitiag it by tiret calling ai

twe or three others. The rooms of thLr Higb1csses, wbh

o invariably. kept good hours, were clesed; but two of the

e native. attendants were drowsily awaiting us. Tom, n
bis increased excitement, was very rude to theni. Lifting

w his voice high enough te penetrate the other close-

s curtaned apariments, ho bawlcd te the atte'dnts, that
0 if they thought an Englishman was to be made a fool of

for a handful of paltry diamonds, they were mistaken.
They placed their palme upon their foreheads, meeokly

d bowing themuselves unto the floor. Tom told themu, that,
if if they did not get np, ho would kick then into a more

manly attitude. I was very glad te get him iato his owa
Sbedreom.
s On the following morning, lie bad a little recoveredl

c hisiwits. He said lie had thoughtthingsover. He should
romain with the princes till they returned te Lonuon. He
had brought then down into the provinces, and hie would

r sec them safe back: but once they wore aigain in the
Scapital, the Indian Office might take the responsibility ot

Sthoa. Ho Lad beeu n ultud enotigh. The; wcailth of
India shouald not bribe him to dlo what was derogatory te

e~ Yan Englishman. He w$as not going to weaken lier Majcsty'
| hold over the empire in that way. Now that Tom Brims

l liad becoe a little more reasonable, their Highnesses

e secied thoeselves te have taken to sulking. It was past
h their usual heur fot stirriog, stilt thoy remained invisible,

A littie group of their servants crouclhed, noiscless,
g motionless, before the inner door, patiently waiting for
f the signal to enter. After lounging about for some tiane,

e Tom seomed to construe the delay into a resh insult.

r By way of shewing that he Lad a proper spit, lie started
out for a walk ia the town, leavinîg me te assort a fresh
batch of accounts, brought by that morniag's post.

o I think rather more than au hout hald elapsed, wlen 1
a heard a hasty yet light footstep enter the renm ia which I
ni was writing. Turning my head, I saw Brims witi a

newspaper in bis hand. fis face was of the nost sickly
e hue, and the way in whicb he distorted lis felatures iato a
d glastly grin ouly madla is look more startling.
i ' Are their Highnesses stirring? ho aiskcd in a thin,
e lollow cluîckle, ·looking eagerly towards the louer door.
e 'This is a London ntiwspaper-just coue in,' flourishing
e it towards me. ' IL le an excellent joke. Tho princes will
s laugh atit.'
a I dropped my peu in the middle of a very large total,
t getting up and going towards hin, a What is the matter ?'
y I asked,

<The princes are made te be-ha, lia 1-in two places
ait once. A Tin-s telegrai says they have landed ait
Marseille. Isn't iL good ? Thera, where I met thom.
Wis thure ever anything so ridiculouîs? Ha, lia I I must
show il them Re Haeddressed limasolf, in their owan
laiguage, to the servants crouching before the inaer door.
They could not tell huini wat lie wanted ; lin reply, tley
shook their heads. 1is whiteiess increased ; drops of
perspiration started on his large features. Bidding ame
couac with iln, be anberomoniously pushod thern
aiside.

''lie atinosphere of the. inuer reoniwas ais hot asa furnaco
wlhena ive entered ; the gaslights were burning jiist us tlaey
were overnight. On each of the thrco carpets lay ai
turbaned white heap. Toamn, boldinag.ls newspaper before
hini, advanced towards the central figure, bowing respect.
fully. He went nenrer, nearer still ; ho stooped, andu
toclied the priace.

As I livo, ils true I. hecalled out, holding up a white
robe with no prince l it.

Il was the same with the other carpets, A flowing robe
and the colis of an endless turban lay upoeaicala ; but the
garuients were unoccupied. The Princes had vanislied I

The hotel was in anl uproar instautly at the alarma vomaa
made. The promises were saiirclhdtrioroughly ; but as it
was clear, froi subsequent Information, that their iligh-
iesses left the iotel one by one, during the absence of 'Tomau
Brimes and myàelf on the provious evening il coased te bu
wonderful that thoy were net toe o found.

In a very short tiane after this, Tom Brims, 1, and thie
five native servants forming the suite were in the bands of
the Liverpool police, in pursuance of instructions received
from London, on the charge of aiding in the imposition.
Tom Brims's princes were net the real eues ; they iwore
net princes at ail 1 The true Indian princes, who, with
much pomp, Lad just now reached Europe; bad comle down
te Bombay three menthe before te make the previousîy
annoinced journey, but, et the last moment of ombarkiang
one of them was seized with a sudden illness, making an
immediate return up country nocessary. The daring
impostore, who had been years resident in Upper lualia
and acquired the language, sailed for Marseille, and thoro
assumed their Highnesses' naines and titles, carrying out
tie rest of the programme, but giving iL a commercial
turn, which the real princes had not dreamed of. They
must have bad accomplices who never appeared with thern
publicly. These chad not only informed thein ofth move-
ments of the great personages they were counterfeiting
but laad travelled on their bels from place to place,and, armed with due authorisations te that effect, liat
possessed theinselves of the unpaid stores of goods of ali
kinds, removing them, and turning thim into money else-
where et any sacrifice. A very landsome sun had beu
realised: though doubtless it would have been still more
if the genuino nabobs bad deferred their arrivai a little
longer.

The impostors bd managed, not unsksilfully, to wimd
up their bold scheme at Liverpool, where foreignors of all
complexions and styles were in plenty, and where thora
were such facilities for getting out of the country. No tract s
of then could bu fond; it was not likely. If Tom Brims
and myself hal met them lin any other costume than robes
and turbans, the chances are we could not have swornl te

.I don't care to dwell upon the indignities Tm Brine
and Ihad to go through. He surrendered his th1re diaancîîc
to the authorities et once : which upon being tosted uro
duly pronounccd to be paste / Eight days elapsed beforo
sheepffacedly crept back into the office i -FeuclîreîI
Staeet; iLt was nearly a month before Tom Bnilus ras
allowed to leavo England and te rojoin bis maiden alint
lin France. Niothing could be satisfactorily mcde ont o
the five' natives. Whether they werc in thea Scrt offilir
or not, was nover known. After they had beon detaiied
here ter some tinc, they were reshipped ba.ck te Boinbay..- I cost us clerks in the Fonehurch Street office e
shilling and twopence-balfpenny apiece te have, unkeone
te the principale, a nlwi mahogany top fitted to tîx uesk
Briaims had once occuapied. But even now thore are remind.
ors of the matter. .The junior member of the fari, lu
sauntoring through our room, will sonetimes say: a
thought there was aun nscription somewhore liero te an
eminent. Englishman who became interpreter toe Ineai
princes Il

Instead of any explanation being given, silence reigns
ait ail the desks, brokon only by the more rapid scratchingof the piens uipon the paîper. It is net a plceasant tauie'I'om Brims's Indien Princes.

TU END.

A NEGLIGENT CONDUCTOR.
reion the train goig west over the Detroit, Lansin

and Northeri railroad had pulled out of Ilowell the other
day the conductor discovered that a man who should et
off there was still on board.

a a Diuat yen hear the brakomen call out your station ?"
he asked.

a Yes, I leardlhim call lowell, but how did I kniowit was the Iowel I wanted te get off ait? l'v nover trav-elled over this road before."
" Well, we don't have but one Rovell on this linea.
" Then why didi't you come te mie, like a nqan ami say

so ? I'm from Nova Scotia, and how was I to know butthat your country was full of Howells ?V
a Passengers should know where they want to get off3,

muiittered the conductor.
a Se they should, sir, and If you had kindly come to meand notified me that this was the only Howell, and th'atthis was the Howell where my aunt lives, I should not now

be bore, sir. I shall now decline to get off this tri until
I have the advice of ber majesty's oeunsel -at , Detr*,-Detroit Free Profil


