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TOM BRIMS'S INDIAN PRINCES.

—

(From Chambers Journal)

-

¢ Thave been expecting them to want to buy a Cunard
steamer or two, or soms other trifle of that kind, since

.they have been here,’ he bitterly said, in a talk with me
on thq second day. ¢Luckily, ships are the only specialty
there is in this place. But we shall be in money diflicultics

- before we get away, Some diamonds onght to have been
cashed before we left London. The tréasurer has no
money left in his bag, I told you they are like big
children, It isof no more usc trying to make them under-
stand business than it would be tryiug to leap over the
Mersey. Because I said last night the sccounts must be
puid, for some of them were coming in twice and three
times over, the old one’s moustache went up to his eye-

. brows. Texpected he would have run an attendant or two
through on the spot. But 1 mean to retwrn to it this
evening, if he kills every one of them.! e added that he
should tell all three of them that it was the first time
accounts for hundreds and thousands of pounds had had to
be sent into him over aganin—which was no doubt. true.

I begged him not to be rash, He said he did not mean
to be,. but he would not Iose his character for punctuality
of payment for all the princes in India, It was delightiul
to hear him telk; he preached a lay sermon on prompt
settlements, It might entail some loss, he said, to scll
diamonds in Liverpool, London bring the right market ;
but that was their bad management, not his,

That night a critical scene took place. I had been
formully introduced to their Highnesses in Yorkshire—
that is 1o say, Tom presented me, and they had each looked
me through with their dark cyes, not one of them utter-
ing & word on the occasion. Understanding no syllable
of their language, direct communication with them by me
was out of the question ; in fact, except when making one
of- the procession out of doovrs, I had uot been in their
presence for five minutes at o time, But Tom insisted
upon my-accompanying him into the inner-room for this
interview, giving mo a great bundle of accounts by way of

* pretext.

As in London, theapartments had been re-arvanged, that
is, in fact, disarranged, stripped, suitably to their own
customs. For some rcason, they had the gas turned only
half-way on. There, in the dimness, they sat each upon
his own cushioned carpet, the eldest prince occupying the
centro ,wreaths of smoke of an odd foreign fragrance going

~up from their hookahs,

Tom DBrims, addvessing the central figure, mado a
speech. It was lengthy, for although he came to a pause
several times, no answer was vouchsafed to him., He had
to'go on again. The three mufiled-up squat forms stirred
not a fold of their white robes, moved not a wrinkle of
their impassive faces. 1 could not understand what Tom
was saying, as he spoke in their language, but I could tell
that he was talking of the accounts, for he referred to
them. Towards the close, he displayed a long list of copied
figures, showing the total ofthe indebtedness, so far ag it was

. then known, Suddenly, st the recital of the figures, a grim
smile shone on the swarthy features of the elder prince;
his glerming eyes turned to his companions on either side.
The smile and the flashing look were reflected in the
visnges of the other princes. With one and the same
action they put aside their pipes. At a signal in which

_.they all scemed to join, like clockwork, two attendants who
were in the room glided to the doorway, and drew close
over it a curtain suspended there, The elder prince tilted
his head w little baclk, but kept his eyes, which were now
positively burning in their brilliancy, fixed on Tom Brims,
as he deliberately, distinctly, musically said: ¢ You do
well to press so. 'We know that you English are very
honest. Do not you come to Indin and teach it us??

‘Tom Brims had begun to stagger back at the first word

© he henrd. He kept up a staggering retreat upon me, a8 if
cach sentence was a blow dealt to him. 1Ie had some reason.
This taciturn figure, which always when addressed in its
own native tongue, had up to this time answered only in
mounosyllables, had suddenly opencd its mouth in the
purest English. But the wonder continued. The speak-

- er's grayish moustache curled like a snake.

¢ Cash our diamends ? It is well we have any., Your
masters have left us few in the land. Indin shone with
them before they came, but it is darkening fast, It islike

-your streets in the morning ; the lamps being put out.ono
by one, Pay, yousay? Yes,' Have they paid so promptly 7*
You flourish our little accounts in our faces ; but where is
India's bill to present to Bngland ? At what figure shall
we put down each province she has seized ? Value for us the
blood youEnglish have shed in oceans. You could not, rich

_a8 you are, pay that account, if we could offer it.’

. Brims was finally brought up in his retreat by coming
into contact with mo, I had only entered a couple of
paces within the doorway: e turned a white face
towards me, gasping forth : ¢ They can talk English bettor

_ than Icatl’ '
© I was perfectly amazed, -

Aunother voice struck in, ¢ It would not befit us o be
without an interpreter.)  Which of the other princes gave
this explanation, I did not distinguish. The articulation
was not so distinct as in the former utterances.

A moment’s silence followed. Thed the central figure
apoke again : ¢ You have been too bold ;! the eyes blazed
towards Tom Brims ; ¢but it is your fivst offence’ Again
the moustache curled itself. ‘It would be a pity that one
with such good habits of prompt payment should have
thus broken down the least in the world, Getall the
accounts in readiness for noon to-morrow.! Putting his
hand to his girdle, the prince significantly lifted, from a
fold in his robe, one end of a long purse, and shook it, It
gave forth a sharp, thin rattling sound : doubtless they

were diamonds. ¢ Schedule everything in clear order ; you
now have help,’ nodding towards me. ¢ Bub pray, see that
in this s0 prompt, so.punctual paying, so honest England,
the charges are not more than a reasounble amount higher
than thoy would be if we wore noet foreigners and princes.
Tho prince sitting on ths right hund here muttered some-
thing in a very low tone. ¢In the morning, resumed the
elder, ¢we will do without your services till noonm,
that you may have time to sco the percentages are
right.’

The simultancous handling of threc long pipes told us
that we were dismissed. Brims did not linger for a
moment ; I need not say that I followed him as closely us
possible. The attendants raised the door-curtain for us
like mochanical figures,

Tom Brims seized my arm as soon as we got into the
other room. ¢They have all the time understood my
remarks aside to you, my jokes, all tho purposed blunders
I made about thom, he whispered. " ¢ It is very strange,
but I know that young native princes in India are some-
times well taught in foreign tongues., Yet who could
have expected this?' He was .overwhelmed and chop-
fallen. Thediscovery that he had been interpreting where
no. interpretér was necded, completely demoralised him,
What he said he spoke in a whisper, as if afraid of being
overheard. Ho could not rest under the roof; norafter
we went out-of-doors, did he seem to feel quite safo lill we
had got some distance away from the hotel. We walked
up and down Castle Street. In the ond, we found our way
to the great landing-stage by the river.side, thronged with
crowds of pnssengers embarking and alighting from the
ferry steamers, and by loungers promonading. There he
found his voice. .

¢ [t does not surprise me, he said, with a hollow laugh.
¢ They are snakes—all natives are,  You never know where
you are with these fellows. As soon as I have gone
through the accounts with them to-morrow noon, I must
think what I ought to do. These three dinmonds they
gave me in London, I think I ought to return. But you
must stop with them, old fellow ;’ meaning me, *You
will just do_as well with them as myself, now we know
they understand English.! Blushing scarlet, he said:
tCoufound them ! Who would have thought it? But it
isn’t you thoy made a fool of and insulted’ He pulled
out his pocket-book, containing the partially cut diamonds,
He repeated that he should give them back ; ho would
show them that Englishmen were not to betreated in that
way.

+If you have more diamonds than you like to keep,
captain,’ broke in & man at his elbow, in a pilot-jacket and
a son'wester cap, ¢ you will find plenty who'll oblige you
by taking n few off/your hands. I would not mind one
myself, by way of a favour.! Grinning, he mockingly held
out his hand.

Tom Brims had lost his senses. He was for getting
into an argument with this strange man on the crowded
»pier, beginning to tell him rbout the princes. It was with
dificulty I urged him away, and led him in and out of the
bustling groups, up the resounding iron bridge. I told
him he must make allowances for their Highnesses, What
he had said about prompt payments to them was perhaps
too harsh, The more I tried to soothe him, the more
furious he became.

It was late when we returned to the hotel, for Tom

two or three others. The rooms of their Highnesses, who
invariably kept good hours, were clesed ; but two of the
native attendants were drowsily awailing us. Tom, in
his increased excitement, was very rude to them. Lifting
his voice high enough to penectrate the other close-
curtained apartments, he bawled to the attendants, that
if they thought an Englishman was to be made a fool of
for a handful of paltry diamonds, they were ristaken,
They placed their palms upon their foreheads, meekly
bowing themselves unto the floor. Tom told them, that,
if they did not get up, he would kick them into a more
manly sttitude. I was very glad to get him into his own
bedroom,

On the following morning, e had a little recovered
hig wits. He said he had thought things over. He should
remain with the princes till they returned to London, He
had brought them down into the provinces, and he would
see them safe back: but once they were again in the
capital, the Indian Office might take the regponsibility of
them. He had been insulted enough. The wealth of
India should not bribe him to do what was derogatory to
an Englishman. He was not going to weaken her Majesty’s
hold over the empire in that way. Now that Tom Brims
had become a little more reasonable, their Highnesses
seemed thomselves to have taken to sulking. It was pasl
their usual hour fot stireing, still they remained invisible,
A little group of their servaunts crouched, noiscless,
motionless, before the inmer door, paticntly waiting for
the signal to cnter, After lounging about for some time,
Tom scemed to construe the delay into a (resh insult,
By way of shewing that he had a proper spirit, he started
out for a walk in the town, leaving me to assort a fresh
batch of accounts, brought by that morning’s post.

I think rather more than an hour had clapsed, when I
heard & hasty yet light footstep enter the roow in which I
was writing, Turning my head, I saw Brims with o
newspaper, in his hand, His face was of the most sickly
hue, and the way in which he distorted his features into o
ghastly grin only made his look more startling.

¢ Are their Highnesses stirring?’ he asked in a thin,
hollow chuckle, ‘Jooking cagerly towards the inner door.
t'Phis is & London néwspaper—just come in)’ flourishing
it towards me, ‘It is an excellent joke. The princes will
laugh abit.

1 dropped my pen in the middle of a vory laige total,

getting up and going towavds him, ¢ What is the matter?’
1 asked, :

would prepare himself for revisiting it by first calling at )

¢The princes are made to be—ha, ha |—in two places
at once. A Times telegram says they have landed at
Marseillo, Isn't it good? There, where I mei thom.
Was there ever anything 8o ridiculous? IIs, ha! I must
shew it them! He addressed himself, in their own
language, to the servants crouching before the inner door.
They conld not tell him what he wanted; in reply, they
shook their heads. His whiteness increased ; dvops of
pevspiration started on his large features. Bidding me
co_n{c with him, he unceremoniously pushod. thew
uside, o )

The atmosphere of the inner room was as hot asa furnace
when we entered ; the gaslights were burning just as they
were overnight.  On each of the three carpets lay a
turbaned whito heap. Tom, bolding his newspaper before
him, advanced towards the central figiire, bowing respect-
fully, He went nearer, noarer still; he stooped, and
touched the prince, !

As I live, it-is trus |’ hecalled out, holding up a white
robe with no prince in it.

It was the snme with the other carpets, A flowing robe
and the coils of an endless turban lay upon each': but the
garments were unoccupicd. '"The princes had vun’ishcd !

‘The hotel was in an upronr instantly at the alarm Tom
made. The premises were searchdéd thoroughly ; but. agit
wus clear, from subsequent information, that their I'Jigh.
nesses left the hotel one by one, during the abssnce of Tom
Brims and myself on the previous ovening, it coased to bo
wonderful that they were not to be found. )

In a very short time after this, Tom Brims, I, and the
five native servants forming the suite were in l:he’ hands of
the Liverpool police, in pursuance of instructions received
from London, on the charge of aiding in the imposition
Tom }Srlms's princes were net the real ones ; they wur(;
uot princes at all! The truo Indian princes, who, with
much. pomp, had just now reached Europe, had come daown
to Bombny throe months before to make the preﬁotfsiy'
announced journey, but, at the last moment of embarking
one of them was seived with a sudden illness, making m;
@mmedinte return up country mnecessary, The daring
impostors, who had been years resident in Upper Indiz
and acquired the language, sailed for Marseille, and thero
assumed their Highnesses' names and titles, carrying out
the rest of tho programme, but giving it a commercinl
turn, which the real princes had not dreamed of, 'he
must have had accomplices who nsver appoared with then{
publicly. These had not only informed them of the move.
ments of the great personages they were ‘counterfeitin
but had travelled on their heels from place to plncg,
and, armed with due authorisations to that.effect, had
possessed themselves of the unpaid stores of goods of all
kinds, removing them, and turning them into money elge-
where at any sacrifice, A very handsome sum: had been
realised : though doubtless it would have been still more
if the genuine nabobs had deferred their arrival a little
longer. . .

The impostors had managed, not unsksilfall i

up their bold scheme at Liverp(;m, where foreigfz’ext-: :}l:ﬁ
complexions and styles were in plenty, and where there
were such facilitios for getting out of the country. Notruces
of them could bo found; it was not likely. If Tom Brims
and myself had met them in any other costume than robes
:lnd turbans, the chances are we could not have sworn to

ieni, : :
I don’t care to dwell upon the indignities T'o i
and T had to go through. Hesurrendered %is three dlix:lng:)xl:ﬁ:
to the authorities at once : which upon being tosted, wero
duly pronounced to be pasie/ Eight days O]npsedhéfore I
sheeptacedly crept back into tho office in ‘Fenchurch
Street; it was mearly a month before Tom Brimg wag
allowed to leave Eugland and to rojoin his maiden aynt
in France. Nothing could be satisfactorily made out of
the fivo' natives, Whether they werc in the secrot affajr
or not, wag nover known, After they had.booen detained
.here tor some time, they were reshipped back to Bombg

- It cost us clerks in the Fenchurch Street office g:;o
ghilling and twopence-halfpenny apicce to have, unknown
fo the principals, 8 new mnhogany top fitted to the desic
Brims had once occupied. But even now there are remind
ers of the matter. .The junior member of the firm ,-,;
sauntoring through our room, . will sometimes my! oI
thought there was an #uscription somowhere hero to an
eminent. Englishman whe became interpreter to Indian
princes I : .

Instead of any explanation being given, sile i
at all the desks, brokoen only by thugxgore rznpid ’;Sfuf:l’x?: .
of the pens upon the paper. 1t is not a pleasant to iic:g
Tom Brime’s Indian Princes, B pic,

* THE END.

A NEGLIGENT CONDUCTOR-

Whon the frain going west over the Detroi
and Northern railroad had pulled out of Howell
duy the conductor discovered that a man wh
off there was still on board. ’ .

«#Didn't you hear the brakemen call out i
o ( your stutu?n ™

«Yes, T heard him call Howell, but how did T k
it was the Howell I wanted to got off a7 I o
elled over this road before.” vo nover tray-

« Well, we don’t have but one Howell on this line, .

% Then why didn’t you come to me like a man and 80
s0? I'm from Nova Beotia, and how was I to know bu)f';
that your country was full of Howells ?" :

. # Passengers should know where tho
muttered the conductor, y want to get oQ‘,”

« So they should, sir, and if you had kindl m
and notified me that this was tho only Howeyl’lcot?:)(:it‘;]?::
this was the Howell where my ‘aunt lives, T shotild not now
be here, sir. I shall now decline to get off this tiain until

t, Lunniné
the other
o should get

I have the advice of her ‘majesty's cou ab
—Delroit Frec Prey, JeSLy's counsel at - Detroi,




